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Revelation 

Chapter 4:1-4 
“The Scene In Heaven II” 

*All scripture references are from the NASU unless otherwise noted* 
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10:06-10:26 Praise & Worship 
10:27-11:15 Teaching 
11:16-11:20 Praise & Worship 
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Announcement:  

________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching:  Because we invested our time last week in a review of the basic end time 

events from a big-picture perspective, we’re going to revisit those same 4 verses this 

morning, but this time looking at them with the more familiar, expositional approach.   

 

But first …a review of that big picture … 

 

1. The Church Age (chapters 2 & 3) 

 

2. The Rapture of the Church from Earth to Heaven (chapter 4) 

 

3. The Bema Seat of Christ (chapter 4) 

 

4. The Seven Year Tribulation Period upon the Earth while the church is in 

Heaven (chapters 4 through 19) 

 

5. The Second Coming of Jesus with His church from Heaven to Earth (chapter 

19)  

 

6. The Battle of Armageddon (chapter 19) 

 

7. The Thousand Year Reign of Peace or the Millennial Reign (chapter 20) 

 

8. Great White Throne Judgment (chapter 20) 

 

9. The New Jerusalem and out heavenly Eternity (chapters 21 & 22) 

 

And again, we'll be learning a lot more about each of those events as we come to them in 

our study of Revelation, but for those of you who’d like a ready reference of these things 

now … you can pick up a copy of this handout for the back of your Bible on the table as 
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you leave.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 1: Let me again remind you of what Jesus said to John in … 

 

Rev 1:19 "... write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, 

and the things which will take place after these things.   

 

So we’re now in the “after these things” section of this prophetic book.   

 

Jesus has concluded the dictation of the seventh and final letter to the churches and John 

lifts his eyes and sees a door … an open door and then he hears the Lord’s voice again. 

 

He says that it was the same voice he heard in chapter 1.  The one he described as a loud 

and commanding voice … he said it had the depth of rushing water and the volume of a 

trumpet.  The kind of voice that makes you want to melt … which is what John did.  

 

But now, despite the fact that Jesus has spoken persistently over the last two chapters, 

John now says that he’s hearing again that loud and commanding voice. 

 

Q. So it raises the question … what voice has he been hearing over the last 2 

chapters? – Look at Revelation 1:17 … it’s just as John fell at the Lord’s feet and it says 

…  

 

… He placed His right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid … 

 

It tells me that when Jesus needs to command … He’s very capable and when He needs 

to comfort … He knows exactly how.  He’s always meeting us right where we’re at.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 2: Of all the breathtaking things that we know about Heaven and even more, what 

we imagine about it ... and yet… 

 

Q. What’s the first thing that John sees?  What’s the most central thing? – The One 

who occupies the throne of the universe … God!  That’s the first thing that grabs John’s 

attention and it will be the first thing that grabs ours too.   

 

And note of John’s declaration of singularity!  “There was ONE who sat upon the 

throne”.  There are no equals with God.  No board, no congress, no first lady … just God 

Almighty!  And I am very thankful for that.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now let me remind you that as we go through this study and try to get the mental image 

of what’s being described … we’ve been given a model of sorts that can help. 

 

Q. What model? – The Tabernacle that Moses built according to the blueprint that God 

gave him back in latter chapters of the book of Exodus.   

 

Because as Hebrews 9:23 tells us … that earthly Tabernacle was a mere foretaste of the 
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Heavenly. 

 

The one big and important difference between that earthly tabernacle and this heavenly 

one … is the throne.  Remember ... in the Holy of Holies of the earthly tabernacle … not 

only was there no throne … there was, by divine design, no place to sit down.   

 

Q. Why? – Because before the saving cross of Jesus Christ, the work was never done.  It 

couldn’t be.   

 

So it’s a reassuring thing to see through John’s description of this scene … that the Lord 

is SITTING on His throne.  He’s not pacing or laboring … He’s sitting! 

 

Q.  Because what did Jesus declare of His redemptive work on the cross in John 

19:30? – It is finished!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now …  reflect back with me if you would to those major end time events and at the 

same time, remember that most of Revelation is both literal and symbolic …  

 

Q. So just as the Church Age closes out and we see John being instantaneously 

transported from earth to Heaven …  what literal event is being symbolized by that? 

– Call me simple … but that sure sounds like the Rapture to me.   

 

Listen and compare … 

 

1 Thess 4:16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 

always be with the Lord.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And as a side note … two other doctrinal things for us to store for future ministry 

opportunities: 

 

1. Notice that John’s heavenly entrance was not incremental … he didn’t go 

through some series of existences and he had no layover in purgatory.  Just one 

nanosecond on earth and the next in Heaven.    

 

2. And second … neither Saint Peter nor an angel had anything to do with John’s 

entrance into Heaven … only Jesus mans that gate!   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 3: John doesn’t say that He was a jasper or sardius stone, but that He was like 

them.  In other words … John had no more accurate way to describe the vision that was 

before him … limited though it was. 

 

For instance … the text says there was a rainbow.  But it wasn’t really a rainbow because 

although John says it had the appearance of a rainbow it was a circle of rainbow-like 
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colors on the ground around the throne.  I’ve never seen an earthly rainbow that behaved 

like that.   

 

Even the colors were indescribable … he says it wasn’t exactly emerald, but it was 

something like it.   

 

The mere human mind is just too limited to fully grasp or understand these things.    

 

In fact, turn back with me if you would to what Paul said in … 

 

2 Cor 12:2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago — whether in the 

body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows — such a 

man was caught up to the third heaven.  3 And I know how such a man — 

whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows —  4 

was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is 

not permitted to speak. 

 

The first heaven remember, is the atmosphere around us … the air we breathe.  The 

second heaven is the sky above us and the space above that.  The Third Heaven then is 

the eternal.  God’s dwelling.   

 

And that’s what Paul (or whoever this fellow was), was transported to and of which he 

says … “It would be a crime for me to even try and explain what I saw and heard.   I 

would do it such an injustice if I were to try and tell you what it was like.” 

 

But John is not afforded the luxury of just not trying.  He’s under orders to describe it and 

so he does his best ... using the known to describe the unknown.  That’s why it says over 

and over that “it was like” this or “like” that.   

 

And really, at least in this instance, we’re even more handicapped than John was, because 

at least he knew what color he was describing, but we’re actually not even sure of that 

because the names of the gems and minerals that John uses to describe what he saw are 

very uncertain in the translation.   

 

There’s no such thing as an ancient mineral museum where we can see which rocks the 

Greek words iaspis (ee'-as-pis) and sardios (sar'-dee-os) and smaragdinos (smar-ag'-dee-

nos) refer to … it’s mostly educated guess on the part of the translators and consultants, 

but still … what a sight this must have been!   

 

But it does intrigue me that even though John does his best to describe the scene … the 

one thing that he sidesteps ... is a description of God Himself.  All we get is that the Lord 

was like jasper and sardius stones.   

 

Q.  But what does He look like John? – He doesn’t tell us. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 4: Okay … just so we have the proper mental image, let me point out that the word 
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“thrones” here in verse 4 is a modified version of the word “throne” in verse 2.  So the 

understanding is conveyed that the thrones of these elders are lesser thrones. 

 

It’s like over in Children’s Ministry … you have the teacher’s big chair and then you 

have all the little student chairs.   

 

Q.  But who are these 24 elders? – Well let’s consider what we know about ‘em: 

 

1. They’re in Heaven … around the throne of God. 

 

2. They’re seated on lesser thrones, but none-the less, thrones of their own.  

Noteworthy when you back up just a few verses and review how Jesus closed His 

address to the churches … 

 

Rev 3:21' He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me 

on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on 

His throne. 

 

3. There are 24 of them.  1st Chronicles 24 & 25 tell us that within the religion of 

Judaism, there are 24 courses of priests and that those 24 courses of priests 

represent the entire nation of Israel … they represent God’s chosen people as a 

whole.   

 

4. They’re referred to as “elders” or presbuteros (pres-boo'-ter-os) in the Greek.  

 

5. They are clothed in white robes. Something that He promised to the church in 

Revelation 3:5. 

 

6. They’re wearing crowns on their heads … again … something promised to the 

church in Revelation 3:11. 

 

7. And later we’ll see that they cast those crowns at the feet of the Lord.  

 

And all of this leads me to the definitive conclusion that these 24 elders represent the 

church … God’s chosen children as a whole … they represent us! 

 

As I mentioned in a previous study … in the first three chapters Revelation, the word 

“church” is used some 13 times.  But once we cross the threshold of chapter 4 … the 

church is mysteriously absent.  No more mention of her until chapter 22 where John 

again turns his eyes upon the heavenly scene and describes her as an integral part of it.  

 

And very important … at least to me is that these 24 elders who represent the church are 

each wearing a crown in John’s vision.  That matters because these appear to be the 

crowns that 1st Corinthians chapter 3 tells us are awarded at the Bema Seat of Christ.  

An event that occurs after the Rapture of the church. 
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So then ... the church is in Heaven in this vision and in fact, has already been rewarded at 

the Bema Seat and yet the tribulation doesn’t kick off until chapter 5 when the First Seal 

of God’s Wrath is opened.  

 

So I call that a point for the Pre-tribulationalists. On the other hand … if you’re a mid or 

post-triber, then you’re forced to find an alternate explanation for this. 

 

 And some have explained it by saying that these 24 elders are angels and not the 

church, but the word presbuteros (pres-boo'-ter-os) is certainly not used anywhere 

else in scripture to describe angels.   

 

And besides that, if you go to chapter 7, verse 11 it says that all the 

angels are standing roundabout these 24 seated elders.  So if they’re all 

standing around … it must not be angels that are seated.   

 

Others say that these 24 seated saints are 12 of the preeminent Old Testament 

Patriarchs along with the 12 apostles from the New Testament.  The problem is 

that John, who is one of those 12 apostles would have been looking at himself in 

one of those seats and that’s something I seriously doubt would have escaped his 

notice or mention.    

 

Still others will try to make them 24 representatives of the Nation of Israel and yet 

throughout scripture (chapter 7 of this book being a chief example), we're told 

that the nation of Israel will serve a special purpose of God, on earth during this 

period of time so I don’t see how they could be in Heaven.   

 

So personally I don’t see a legitimate alternative to these 24 elders being exactly what it 

says they are … 24 elders.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  The late Vance Havner used to say that … 

 

If God had given us the clearest possible picture of Heaven it would be like a 

small boy with a bowl of spinach in front of him and a chocolate cake at the end 

of the table.   

 

He’s saying that a  clearer picture than the one we’re given would serve as more 

distraction than motivation.  Perhaps he’s right, but it’s hard not to wonder … to imagine.   

 

Q. You know … we don’t actually know how big Heaven is?  The scriptures give us 

no such information.  We are however, given the dimensions of what is called The New 

Jerusalem.  A place that I think can be legitimately considered Heaven’s elevator.   

 

Q. Why do I say that? – Because Revelation 21 tells us that The New Jerusalem comes 

down from the throne of God.  And that it's, in some way, near earth during the 1,000 

Year Millennial Reign.  So it is somehow … in some way, a transportation device of 

sorts.    
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And by the way, I personally believe that events like the Bema Seat of Christ and the 

Marriage Supper of the Lamb are going to take place in The New Jerusalem, but we’ll 

talk more about that when we get to it.   

 

But thinking specifically of Heaven itself ... and considering that, not only will you be 

there with God the Father and God the Son and God the Holy Spirit and not only the 

twenty-four elders and the four living creatures and myriads upon myriads of angels (a 

countless number Revelation 5:11 tells us), but in addition to all that …it'll also be 

inhabited by every believer who’s ever existed since the beginning of time.   

 

Q. Will it be crowded? 

 

Q. You’ve been in an elevator … how small is that little box compared to the 

building that it serves?   

 

Q. So, how big is the elevator of Heaven? –  The dimensions are given to us as 1,500 

miles wide and 1,500 miles long and 1,500 miles high.  That would make the base of this 

city 2,250,000 square miles and it would make it 780,000 stories high (Revelation 21:15-

16).   

 

Q. That’s a lot of apartments huh? – Large enough to comfortably accommodate 

100,000,000,000 (one hundred thousand million) people – more than have collectively 

existed up to this point in time.   

 

Oh ya, but remember … this is just the elevator! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

That’s a good looking cake!  But right now … there's spinach in front of us.  Jesus said 

… 

 

John 9:4 "We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; 

night is coming when no one can work.  

 

The day of rest is coming … and what a day it will be, but that day is not now.  Now is 

our opportunity to accomplish the work of God.   

 

As Jesus said to the church at Philadelphia … the open door of opportunity is now.  The 

opportunity for evangelism is now.  The opportunity for service is now.  But those 

opportunities will not be there eternally.  We must do the Father’s work before the night 

of our eternal rest comes.   

 

Now … having said that, let me say this as a point of clarification … don’t ever allow 

yourself to be sold on the notion that we were created to serve God.  That’s a Hellish lie.  

We were not created to serve God, but to love Him.  That’s why you were created … 

that’s why I was created … to love God. 

 



 8 

Now of course we do serve Him, but we serve Him because we love Him.  So if your 

service is not secondary to your love then you’ve literally missed the very point of your 

existence.   

 

Scripture never refers to us as God’s employees, but rather … His children … His friend 

… His bride! 

 

Invitation as the Spirit Leads: Scharry, [          ] and I will be available in the back of 

the sanctuary and if you’ve never made a commitment to Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior or need to recommit or just have questions about what was covered this morning 

… please come and visit with one of us.   

 

Invite to fellowship: Potluck 

 

 


