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Teaching:  To once again, set the stage … John’s been transported to Heaven and is 

taking in the view for the very first time.  And … beginning in verse 2, he does his best 

to describe what he’s seeing using terms that we might be able to relate to … saying that 

what he saw was “like” this or “like” that.   

 

And in last week’s study we looked at the throne that John saw occupying center stage in 

this vision.  And we talked about the God of the universe who occupies that throne.   

 

We also looked at the 24 elders who sit on their lesser thrones encircling God’s throne … 

wearing white robes and crowns.  No doubt picturing us, as believers, who will be with 

the Lord in Heaven at that time.     

 

But now John goes on to describe even more as he looks around at this divine scene … 

but first … a memory check …  

 

1. The Church Age (chapters 2 & 3)  

 

2. The Rapture of the Church from Earth to Heaven (chapter 4) 

 

3. The Bema Seat of Christ (chapter 4) 

 

4. The Seven Year Tribulation Period upon the Earth while the church is in 

Heaven (chapters 5 through 19)  

 

5. The Second Coming of Jesus with His church from Heaven to Earth (chapter 

19)  

 

6. The Battle of Armageddon (chapter 19) 

 

7. The Thousand Year Reign of Peace or the Millennial Reign (chapter 20) 

 

8. The New Jerusalem and out heavenly Eternity (chapters 21 & 22) 

 

And again, for those of you who’d like to have a ready reference of these things … you 

can pick up a copy of this handout for the back of your Bible on the table as you leave.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

READ VERSES 5-11: 



 2 

 

Now, let’s go back … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 5: In the center … the throne.  Coming from it … thunder and lightning and before 

it … seven lamps, which John says plainly … are the Spirits of God.   

 

Again … remember the timeline.  The church has just been raptured, as symbolized by 

John’s own ascension to receive this vision.  And after the rapture … with the church in 

Heaven … the first sprinkles of God’s wrath are just beginning to fall upon the earth … 

with a deluge just around the corner.  

 

Q. So with that in mind … what’s with the thunder and lightning?  

 

Q. Anybody remember the last time that we saw thunder and lightning emanating 

from the presence of God? – It was in Exodus chapter 19 on Mount Sinai as the Law 

was being given … the Law that man violated resulting in the judgment that John’s about 

to witness.   

 

Throughout the Church Age described in chapters 2 & 3, God’s throne has been a throne 

of grace.  In fact we are told in … 

 

Heb 4:16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, 

so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

But here, as John witnesses this time that’s yet future for us … God’s throne is once 

again a throne of judgment as the Age of Grace draws to a close.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q. But what of the seven lamps? – Think back with me to chapter 1 … when John was  

still on Patmos and all of a sudden he heard the voice of Jesus behind him … a loud and 

thundering voice he said ... and yet … he didn’t turn around to see the source of this 

blasting voice until after it was quiet.   

 

But then when he does turn and take-in the vision … here’s what he said …  

 

Rev 1:12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And 

having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the 

lampstands I saw one like a son of man … 

 

And, of course, Jesus then explains exactly what that means in … 

 

Rev 1:20 "As for the mystery … the seven lampstands are the seven 

churches. 

 

So those lampstands that Jesus stood in the midst of (Matthew 18:20) are representative 

of the church.  But it's very important to notice that the church is symbolized by the 

lampstand … and NOT the lamp itself.   
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In the Greek, Jesus used the word luchnia (lookh-nee'-ah) in Matthew 18:20, which 

means a portable lamp-stand.  But in John’s heavenly vision … he describes the lamps 

before the throne of God as lampas (lam-pas') which means a lamp, flame or light.   

 

So the church is the lampstand … the vessel … the receptacle, but it is the Spirit of God 

who is the flame of that lamp.   

 

Now for most of you, that’s not news, but I point it out here for two reasons: 

 

1. It’s always a good reminder that a church without the burning presence of the 

Holy Spirit of God is not a church … it’s just a human gathering.   

 

2. To have you consider with me …  

 

Q. Why is the Holy Spirit of God … the one who’s been the light of 

the churches on earth … in Heaven in this scene?   

 

Well … speaking of the Antichrist, listen to what the Apostle Paul says in … 

 

2 Thess 2:6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time 

he will be revealed. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at 

work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the 

way. 8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay 

with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance 

of His coming [a reference to the Lord’s Second Coming and the Battle of 

Armageddon] 9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the 

activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders [again … 

speaking of the Antichrist], 10 and with all the deception of wickedness 

for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth 

so as to be saved. 

 

So … when the church is raptured … the presence and work of the Holy Spirit of God on 

earth changes.  No longer protecting God’s creation from the evil one as He does now ... 

and no longer present in the same indwelling and empowering way that we enjoy. 

 

So there’s a real warning in this … if you’re not saved now … get saved because 

salvation during the Tribulation Period is possible and will occur for many, but it will be 

very, very costly.   

 

And for those of you who might not have been here when we studied it out … if you’re 

wondering why the scripture speaks of the “seven Spirits of God” when there’s only one 

Holy Spirit … let me just refer you to the first two verses of Isaiah 11 where it's 

explained.   
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The church is the lampstand and the Holy Spirit of God and all that He brings to 

empower God’s people … He is the flame of the lamp.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 6-7: It wasn’t a sea of crystal it was just sort of like one.  And the four living 

creatures weren’t lions and eagles and calves and men … they were only like them.   

 

So before the throne is a floor that John says is clear like glass, but perhaps more 

reflective … more refractory, like a crystal would be, because in verse 3 he said there 

was a "rainbow" of color visible in it.   

 

And remember as I told you last week … Hebrews 9:23  tells us that the earthly 

Tabernacle of the latter chapters of Exodus is a model of Heaven and within that model 

we have the furnishing known as the Brass Laver ... that large, reflective, metal bowl 

filled with water.   

 

And here in John’s heavenly vision, corresponding to that, we have the Sea of Crystal.   

The Brass Laver stood in the Outer Court in front of the Holy of Holies where the 

presence of God dwelt ... just like this Sea of Crystal is before the Throne of God in 

Heaven.  

 

Q. And who remembers what the Brass Laver was used for? – It’s where the priests 

would stop and wash away their guilt in the water.   

 

Q. But here in Heaven this sea is like plastic fruit … it’s fake … it’s solid … it 

contains no water … why? – Because there'll be no need for any of us to wash away 

guilt … there won't be any.  Awesome!   

 

But as brilliant as that sight must have been, it really gets only passing mention because 

John’s attention is drawn to these things he refers to only as “living creatures” and there 

are four of them.   

 

Q.  So what are they? – Well, many Bible scholars see them as the four faces of Christ 

as presented in the four gospels. 

 

With Matthew, of course, presenting Jesus to the Jews as the awaited Messiah.   

Painting Him as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah to emphasize His royalty.  

 

And Mark presents Jesus as the calf or ox … a beast of burden, a suffering 

servant and the sacrificial offering.   

 

Luke, on the other hand, emphasizes Jesus as the Son of Man.  Emanuel … God 

with us.   

 

While John’s gospel emphasizes Jesus’ deity.  Presenting Him as the Son of God.   

 

And I'd recommend to you Bible students that you go back and look at Ezekiel chapters 
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1 and 10 because, like John, Ezekiel is also given a vision of Heaven with its thrones and 

living creatures. 

 

And as you compare the two … among other things, you’ll notice that in Ezekiel’s 

description … each of these four living creatures actually has four faces.  Each of them 

has one face like a lion, one face like a calf, one face like a man and one face like an 

eagle.  So depending on which way these creatures turned … Ezekiel saw a different 

face, but John’s vision was static so he saw only one face on each beast.   

 

Another thing we learn from Ezekiel is that these four creatures are actually cherubim … 

what seems to be the highest order of angels.   

 

And in the 28
th

 chapter of Ezekiel, we pick up another interesting fact … that Satan, it 

seems, once occupied the place of one of these cherubim or creatures.  In fact, it would 

indicate that he once occupied the most prominent of these posts.   

 

And that’s the position that Satan chose to abandon in his rebellion against The Most 

High.   

 

Then in Isaiah chapter 6 we’re given yet another version of this vision and it’s there that 

the prophet Isaiah uttered the so often quoted … 

 

Isa 6:5 "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, 

And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, 

the LORD of hosts."  

 

And following that utterance we’re told that a Seraphim (which is another order of the 

angels) came from the throne of God and touched a hot coal to Isaiah’s lips to purify 

them.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 8: Some translations call these beings “Beasts” … others say “Creatures”, but the 

most literal translation of what John said is just “Living Ones”.  Most likely because 

that’s simply the best John could do. 

 

He’d certainly never seen anything like ‘em.  Four creature-like faces, six wings and eyes 

all over them … “Living Things” sounds about right!   

 

Isaiah tells us all that we know about these wings in his vision … 

 

Isa 6:2 … with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and 

with two he flew …  

 

Q. Not exactly the same as the picture we get from the Precious Moments artists is 

it? – These are some bad boys!   

 

But notice what these bad boys … these nasty looking creatures are doing … they’re 
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worshipping their big ole hearts out … day and night! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For many reasons, I pray that each of you has regular and deep experiences of worship, 

but one of those reasons is that of all the Christian activities we’re encouraged to engage 

in here on earth … worship is the only one that will persist eternally.   

 

We won’t do Bible studies in Heaven.  We won’t engage in evangelism or works of 

service … but we will most definitely worship.   

 

So I pray that you have wonderful times of worship here on earth … I also pray that 

they're never fully satisfying.  That you would never conclude a time of worship feeling 

content.   

 

Q. Blessed? -- Of course, but never fully satisfied.  I pray that you will always want just a 

little bit more.  That you would always want to do just one more chorus … go just a little 

deeper … draw just a little closer.   

 

And these Living Creatures cry “Holy, holy, holy!”  

 

Q.  Why three times ... you ever wonder? -- Two reasons: 

 

1. Because our God is a triune God; Holy Father, Holy Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

2. And because the Language of John’s day didn’t have anything like an 

exclamation point.  So if you wanted to make your point with impact, you simply 

repeated it.  But here it’s not only repeated, but the repeat is repeated.  He is 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 9-11: So these big bad creatures are heavenly worship leaders.  They draw the 24 

elders … representative of everyone who gets saved before the rapture of the church … 

these worship leaders lead them into worship.   

 

And they prostrate themselves in worship and cast the crowns of reward before the One 

who deserves all praise and glory and honor … acknowledging that we are His … always 

have been and always will be.  

 

Q. Are you conscious of the FACT, that you were created for your Creator’s 

pleasure?  I know you know that, but are you conscious of it?  Does that fact remain 

in the forefront of your mind as you go about your daily activities?  As you 

contemplate your weekend plans?  As you plan out your future? 

 

Q. Isn’t that such a clarifying truth?  Do you see how if that thought preceded our 

every endeavor … how it would set our priorities for us?  How it would make our 

earthly roles so clear? 

 

And the opposite truth is equally clarifying … that is … if we were created for His 
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pleasure, then we must NOT have been created for our own pleasure.  You were not 

created to pursue your own pleasures.   

 

The paradox is that, whereas the pursuit of our own pleasures may indeed bring us 

temporal happiness … the pursuit of His pleasures brings us eternal joy.   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  As you consider the anthem that’s being sung in this Heavenly scene … 

realize that it is universally true that in every description of such a heavenly scene … 

praise and honor and worship are being given.   

 

But no solos … it’s always corporate worship … God’s people collectively giving Him 

praise.   

 

And as you consider this vision that John lays out before us … I remind you again … this 

is not some mere hope or dream … this is our future.  If you’re born again then the day 

will come when you will follow John into this throne room.   

 

We too will see the rainbow of color that surrounds the throne of our God.  We too will 

see these four living creatures and we too will walk on that Sea of Glass.   

 

The day is coming when we will sit down and converse with Adam and Eve and … 

 Abraham and Sarah and …  

Moses and King David and …  

Paul and John and …  

the ones that we have loved so dearly here on earth and 

who will be with us there.   

 

And grandest of all, the day is coming when we too will bow before this same throne and 

we will join with the innumerable multitude in casting our crowns before the King of 

Kings and when we will join in with the tens of millions of choir members to sing His 

praises … not a single one of us off key or off tempo! 

 

Imagine that number of worshippers.  If you’re not into loud music ... be thankful that 

we’ll have glorified ears there because that’s gonna be one loud scene!  The volume 

would be deafening to our natural ears. 

 

Q. I’ve heard perhaps 30,000 worshippers in one place before and the ground shook 

… what will it be like to have millions upon millions of saints and angelic beings all 

in harmony? -- The day is coming when we'll find out!   

 

Q. Are you ready? 

 

 

 


