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Everybody’s favorite … memory check …  

 

1. The Church Age (chapters 2 & 3)  

 

2. The Rapture of the Church from Earth to Heaven (chapter 4) 

 

3. The Bema Seat of Christ (chapter 4) 

 

4. The Seven Year Tribulation Period upon the Earth while the church is in 

Heaven (chapters 5 through 19)  

 

5. The Second Coming of Jesus with His church from Heaven to Earth (chapter 

19)  

 

6. The Battle of Armageddon (chapter 19) 

 

7. The Thousand Year Reign of Peace or the Millennial Reign (chapter 20) 

 

8. Great White Throne Judgment (chapter 20) 

 

9. The New Jerusalem and our heavenly Eternity (chapters 21 & 22) 

________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching:  Remember the context here.  John’s been caught up into Heaven and as he 

takes in the scene he's been doing his best to describe that vision to us.   

 

In chapter five he describes the events he witnessed occurring in Heaven and then in 

chapters 6-19 he describes what he saw happening on earth from his heavenly vantage 

point. 

 

Then finally in chapters 20-22 we get the rest of the story about the sights and sounds 

and events in Heaven and the New Jerusalem.     

 

So in my opinion … we’re about to read a passage of scripture that stands out … even 

among the scriptures.  It’s the chapter that the late Samuel Chadwick of a hundred years 

ago began every Sunday morning with from the day of his salvation until the day of his 

death.  He called them "the most inspiring words in God’s Book".   
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And that says something to me ... because Samuel Chadwick was one very inspired 

servant of God.  In fact I can recommend, without reservation, any work that bears his 

name.   

 

But, for him … this is the chapter that never grew old and I think you’ll see why as we 

make our way through it.   

 

Read verses 1-7:   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-3:  Now there are several pieces of background information that are essential if 

we’re to fully harvest this passage.   

 

1. If you have a picture in your mind of a scroll all rolled up and sealed with 

seven wax seals where the bottom of the scroll meets the roll … erase that picture.   

 

Scrolls in general weren’t sealed that way and certainly this one wasn’t.   

 

This scroll, like all the scrolls of its kind in that day … was sealed at the 

conclusion of each section, (similar to the way we might use a chapter break).   

 

So as the scribe came to the end of a given section … he’d roll the scroll up to 

that point and then place a wax seal just below the last line of print … roll it up 

and press it together to keep it from unraveling before he went on to the next 

section.  And, of course, he repeated that process until the document was 

completed … with the final seal being pressed to the outside like in the picture.    

 

2. But that only explains what this scroll looked like … the more pressing 

question though is … 

 

Q. What is it? – Well in a nutshell, this scroll is the title deed to earth and its 

inhabitants.   

 

Q. How can we know that? – The description of it.  It was written on … both the 

inside and the outside.  Something that was done only on a title deed.   

 

On the inside (or front) of the scroll all of the assets and liabilities were recorded.  

A description of the property itself.  On the outside (or back), the list of 

conditions known as “the clause of redemption”.    

 

So this book (or more accurately … this scroll), is the title deed to earth.   

 

3. Now we need to know how this “clause of redemption” worked. 

 

Because God wanted to ensure perpetual Hebrew occupation of the Promised 

Land … under Hebrew law … anytime a piece of property was sold … it had to 

be sold under the provisions of this Redemption Clause.  It was part of the 
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contract of sale for any Hebrew who sold property.   

 

We also need to know that this Redemption Clause generally had an expiration of 

seven years.  In other words, if you owned a piece of property and for some 

reason had to sell that property … the contract of sale would contain a Clause of 

Redemption which would allow you to re-purchase that property if you did it 

within the next seven years. 

 

And this Clause of Redemption wasn’t limited to just the one who sold the 

property, but was also extended to a relative of the seller.  So … if within that 

seven years you were not able to redeem the land … then a willing and able 

relative could be afforded the opportunity to redeem it in your name.  And a 

relative that did so was known as a “Kinsman redeemer”.   

 

4. So here’s how the mechanics of this land provision worked out.  As I said … 

every contract of sale under Hebrew law had to contain this Redemption Clause 

so at the time of the sale … the original title deed, would be handed over to the 

new owner … but a second title deed would also be drawn up and this second title 

deed would remain in the possession of the one who sold the property. 

 

And this second title deed is the one that contained the Redemption Clause.   

 

Perhaps the best known Biblical example of this is in the book of Ruth.  As you 

may remember, a woman named Naomi was married to a man named Elimelech 

and they lived in Bethlehem.   

 

But a famine hit the land and they had to sell out and leave.  They moved to 

Moab.  And they hadn’t been in Moab very long before their two adult boys spied 

a couple of those Moabite girls and each of them took a wife from there (one of 

them a young woman named Ruth).   

 

But it wasn't exactly happily-ever-after for them in Moab because not long after, 

Naomi found herself, not only a widow, but also childless as her husband and two 

boys all died.   

 

And in her grief, Naomi decided to head back to Israel, but when she made that 

announcement, her daughter-in-law, Ruth … uttered those remembered words, 

“Where you go, I will go, your people shall be my people and your God will 

be my God” (Ruth 1:16-17).  

 

So … Naomi and Ruth head back and when they get to Bethlehem, Ruth starts 

working in the fields of a man named Boaz.  And Boaz shows her favor and 

compassion by allowing her to take fruit from the fields, both for her and for 

Naomi.   And come to find out … Boaz is a relative and he’s a man of wealth.   

 

So … Boaz could redeem that property that Naomi and her husband sold when the 
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famine began … the seven years had not yet expired.  He could be the Kinsman 

Redeemer of the land in Naomi’s name.   

 

But every Kinsman Redeemer had to meet three criteria to be qualified: 

 

A. They had to be related.   

 

B. They had to have the means by which to redeem the property.   

 

C. They had to be willing to go through the process and expense of 

redemption.  

 

So in the case of Boaz … he was related and he had the means, but the question 

was …  

 

Q. Was he willing? – The answer … yes.   

 

Q. And why was he willing? – Love!  Because he saw in Ruth, qualities worthy 

of redemption.   

 

And it's interesting that Ruth was a Gentile (a non-Jew from Moab), while Naomi 

was a Jew.  So it was the Jew who was blessed by the redeemer’s love for the 

Gentile. 

 

I’ll just leave that for you thinkers to ponder.   

 

And there’s a second great example of this process of redemption in Jeremiah 

chapter 32, when Jeremiah became the Kinsman Redeemer of his uncle’s land at 

the instruction of the Lord.   

 

Which again …. I’ll leave for you students to study on your own.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q. But how does all this relate to Revelation chapter 5 and this title deed in the 

Father’s hand? – It’s a sad story really …. I mean … 

 

Q. Doesn’t it seem silly (to say the least), that God … the creator of the universe, 

would somehow be in the position of having to redeem what was once His? --  

 

Q. So why was all of this necessary then?  Why would God need to redeem or re-

purchase the world that He created?  

 

Remember that Exodus 9:29 & Psalm 24:1 both say that the earth is the Lord’s ... and 

that is true, but it's the Lord's in the same way that the land available for Naomi and 

Jeremiah’s uncle to redeem ... was theirs.  

 

See … when God created the universe and placed man in the Garden of Eden, He turned 
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this world over to man.   

 

He said to Adam, “rule over the earth, subdue it and populate it.” (Genesis 1:26-28). In 

effect, God gave the title deed of the world to Adam.   

 

Q. And how did Adam do at that task of stewardship? – Well … pretty deplorable and 

yet probably better than any of us would have done.  Eve was tricked into sinning and 

then Adam did so knowingly and willfully.  And in so doing … the title deed to this earth 

was forfeited to Satan.   

 

Paul calls Satan in 2nd Corinthians 4:4, “the god of this world”.   

 

Q. And remember how in Matthew chapter 4, Satan took Jesus out into the 

wilderness to tempt Him?  And part of the temptation was Satan’s offer to give the 

Lord the earth and it’s inhabitant in exchange for His worship? He said “If You will 

bow down and worship me, I will give you this world”.   

 

And Jesus, of course, rejected the offer, but He didn’t, in any way, refute Satan’s 

authority to give Him the world (Matthew 4:8-10).   

 

This world and all that’s in it is Satan’s.  It was given to him by rebellious man, but will 

one day be returned to its rightful owner, God.   

 

In fact, that was the very purpose of Jesus coming to this world … to redeem the world 

and all those who dwell within it.   

 

And this is why, when someone makes the choice to become a Christian … at that same 

moment, this world becomes a foreign land to them.  And they’re no longer as welcomed 

by it as they were in their unsaved state.   

 

It’s also why it’s so wrong for people to blame God for all the ills of this world.  Man 

rejected God as the God of this world a long time ago and yet they wanna blame Him for 

its condition. 

 

Rom 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains 

of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, 

having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For 

in hope we have been saved …  
 

Q. So what’s it cost to redeem the world? – The life of the Messiah.  The life of one 

spotless human being. Which is why whenever you read of redemption in the scriptures 

it’s always spoken of in connection with the blood of Christ.   

 

When Adam died, he died for his own sin, because by God’s perfect standard of 

righteousness … the penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23).   
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So Adam died for his own sins just as every human being after him … with one 

exception, Jesus Christ.   

 

Jesus didn’t sin and therefore didn’t need to die and yet He did.  He died in our place, to 

make atonement for our sin.  To redeem us to God.   

 

Peter says ... 

 

1 Peter 1:18 ... you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or 

gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 

but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 

without spot. NKJV 

 

Among the parables that Jesus told in Matthew chapter 13 is one called the Parable of 

the Hidden Treasure and it too tells the story of this redemption.  In it He says that … 

 

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who found hidden treasure in this world 

and in his joy over it he went and sold everything he owned to make the purchase 

price of the land.  And when he had completed the deal … he went back and 

retrieved the treasure … removing it from the field.   

 

That man, of course, is Jesus.  The field is this world and the treasure … that’s you!   

 

Q. And again … the price? – “All that He had.”   

 

And just like the treasure in the parable … as soon as the transaction of redemption has 

been completed … He’s coming to retrieve us … to take us out of this world.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 4:  

 

Q. Remember the criteria of a Kinsman Redeemer and the importance of this title 

deed? -- Either the redemption takes place or this world and its inhabitants remain under 

the control of Satan eternally.  So … John begins to weep. 

 

In fact, the original language describes him as sobbing convulsively.  This was despair on 

his part.   

 

Dr. W. A. Criswell said,  

 

“John’s tears represent the tears of all God’s people throughout all the centuries.  

They’re the tears of Adam and Eve as they viewed the still form of their dead son, 

Able and sensed the awful consequence of their own disobedience. These are the 

tears of all the children of Israel in bondage as they cried to God for deliverance 

from affliction and slavery.  They are the sobs and tears wrung from the heart and 

soul of God’s people as they’ve stood beside the graves of loved ones and 
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experienced indescribable heartaches and disappointments in this life.   Such is 

the curse that sin has laid upon God’s beautiful creation.” 

 

If a willing and capable and qualified Kinsman Redeemer couldn't be found then the 

earth and all its inhabitants would remain perpetually cursed … so John weeps.  

And every one of us needs to thank God that the next words aren’t “The End”! And we 

need to realize that without Him and His sacrificial love … that would be the end of, and 

for, all of us.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 5-6: For you note takers … Genesis 49 is where we find the prophecy of Jesus 

being the Lion of the Tribe of Judah and Isaiah chapter 11 tells us about Jesus as the 

Root of David.   

 

So in the midst of John’s sobbing … this elder announces, to his great relief, that a 

champion’s been found; the Lion of the Tribe of Judah.  John turns, no doubt, expecting 

to take in the majesty of this awesome lion, but instead … 

 

Q. What’s he see? -- A blood drenched lamb.   

 

A necessary vision for John and for us so that we might understand that redemption is the 

spoil of sacrifice … not mere might.     

 

The late Dr. F. B. Meyer notes that … 

 

“Christ refused to be king by mere sovereign right or innate might as Son of God.  

He will gain and wear his crown as Son of Man.  When He stooped to become an 

infant, He littered space with the glories he laid aside in His descent.  …. As the 

sacrificial Lamb He delivered us from the guilt and consequences of our sin.  As 

the conquering Lion He met Satan in open conflict and defeated and disarmed 

him.” 

 

Q. Did you realize that Jesus is still bearing the scars of His suffering? – That’s how 

John see’s Him in this heavenly scene.  And the language doesn’t fit the idea of well 

healed scars, but scars still showing fresh evidence of His earthly slaughter.     

 

So the next time you have need of a humbling truth … the next time you begin to think 

that you’ve really contributed something to God’s Kingdom … consider this … there's 

only one manmade thing in all of Heaven …  

 

Q.  Any guesses? -- The only manmade thing in all of Heaven is the scars that man 

inflicted upon the Lamb of God.  Some contribution! 

 

The horns speak of His power and the fact that there are seven of them tells us that His 

power is perfect and complete.  He is omnipotent.  His power is limitless and it is 

exercised in perfect righteousness. 
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The seven eyes, of course, remind us that He is all seeing and all knowing.  He is 

omniscient.   

 

And the seven Spirits of God speak of His omnipresence.  Note with me that these 

Spirits were sent out to ALL the earth.  

 

He is all powerful, all knowing and always present.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 7:  Charles Ryrie refers to Christ’s acceptance of this scroll from the hand of His 

Father as “The most climactic event in all of history.”  And it’s an understandable 

sentiment in that it assures the restoration of all that was lost in the Garden of Eden.   

 

And it’s a sentiment that seems to be agreed upon by this heavenly throng because as 

we’ll see next week … they bursts forth in thundering praise at the sight.   

 

Q. You’ve heard the expression … “All Hell broke loose”? – Well this is just the 

opposite … in this scene we get to see what it’s like when “All Heaven breaks loose”!  

The celebration of the eternal redemption of this fallen world.   

 

And by the way … the actual redemption doesn’t take place until chapter 11, verse 15 of 

this book.   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  The story’s told of a preacher who gave his Sunday morning message on 

Jacob’s ladder from Genesis 28.  And after the message his son approached him and said 

“Dad, that was a really great message … it really touched me, but I actually had a dream 

about a ladder too.”  “Really?” his dad said with a tone of inquisition.   “Ya, only in my 

dream, each person who went up the ladder to Heaven had to take a piece of chalk and on 

each rung of the ladder, had to confess his sins in writing.”  The son then went on to 

explain … “So I picked up my piece of chalk and began working my way up the ladder, 

but when I was just a few rungs up … someone else was coming down the ladder.”  

“Coming down the ladder?” his dad said in disbelief, “Who would come down the ladder 

from Heaven?”  “Well it was only a dream of course dad, but that person coming down 

the ladder was you.”  “Me? … Why in the world would I be coming down the ladder?”  

The preacher asked.  “To get more chalk!” the son replied.   

 

Q. Isn’t it great to know that our sins have been forgiven?  Removed as far as the 

East is from the West? – Psalm 103:12! 

 

Even if your sins would take a case of chalk to confess … Jesus has the power to erase 

them all. 

 

But I want you to consider again with me the criteria of the Kinsman Redeemer:   

 

1. He had to have the means by which to redeem the property.  Having counted 

the cost the redeemer had to be able to pay the price.  
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 Q. Is Jesus qualified on this count? – Most defiantly!   

 

2. They had to be willing to go through the process of redemption.   

 

Q. Is Jesus willing? – You bet … in fact 2nd Peter 3:9 tells us that He’s 

NOT willing that any should perish.   

 

Q. But there’s that third criteria … what is it? –  

 

3. He had to be related.  So Jesus’ redemption of man … applies only to those 

who’ve become sons of the Father through a commitment of salvation.  That’s 

how we become related to the only one who has the power to redeem us.   

 

He has the means and He has the will, but only you can grant Him that third and final 

criteria so that He can redeem you.   

 

You must be born into the family of God by confessing your sin, asking Him to forgive 

them and giving Him the rest of your life in prayer.   


