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Revelation 

Chapter 5:8-14 
“The Sound of Worship” 

*All scripture references are from the NASU unless otherwise noted* 

 

Calvary Chapel Fellowship of Enid 

Matthew W. Thoms, Pastor/Teacher 

April 2017 
 

10:00 -10:05 Announcements & Prayer 

10:06-10:26 Praise & Worship 
10:27-11:15 Teaching 
11:16-11:20 Praise & Worship 

11:21 Dismiss or Other Function 
 

Announcement:  

________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching: Let me paraphrase the first 7 verses of chapter 5 ... 

 

Rev 5:1 I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written 

inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals. ... 5 and one of the elders 

said to me ... behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of 

David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals." 6 And I saw 

between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb 

standing, as if slain ... 7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand 

of Him who sat on the throne.  

 

Q. OK, so everybody remember where we’re at? – The scene, of course, is still 

Heaven.  John’s there taking it all in and trying to describe it for us.   

 

We invested last week into looking at the scroll in the Father’s right hand, which we now 

know is the title deed to this world.  And we talked at length about the legal requirements 

that had to be satisfied before any surrendered property (such as this earth), could be 

redeemed.   

 

Now in the New Testament, we read no less than seven times that this world has been 

placed in subjection to Jesus.  Just one example is ... 

 

1 Cor 15:27 For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER 

HIS FEET. … 

 

And yet, it doesn’t take much observation to know that this world is NOT in subjection to 

Jesus. 

 

Q.  So what’s the deal? – The deal is that this world is still groaning as it waits for the 

day of redemption that Heaven is celebrating in our text. It's a yet future event.   
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The promise of redemption has been made … the price of redemption was paid on the 

cross and the down payment is already in the bank (2
nd

 Corinthians 5:3 & Ephesians 

1:13)… now we wait for the fulfillment of all these things as it says in ...  

 

Rom 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains 

of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, 

having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For 

in hope we have been saved …  

 

That’s the present situation … and it’s when we get to the 11
th

 chapter of this book that 

we read of the fulfillment of our hope … 

 

Rev 11:15 "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord 

… and He will reign forever and ever." 16 And the twenty-four elders … fell 

on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, "We give You thanks, O Lord 

God … because You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign.  

 

Q. Remember how Jesus taught His disciples to pray and through the scriptures 

taught us as well in what we call The Lord's Prayer? -- He gave us the pattern in 

Matthew chapter 6 (verse 10), and as a part of that He prayed ...  

 

“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 

Q. But have you ever thought about what that prayer means? – Jesus was teaching us 

to pray for this day of redemption. 

 

So, as John looks on, Jesus steps into this heavenly scene to take the scroll … the title 

deed to this world from the Father’s hand.  And as the heavenly crowd looks on … 

elation bursts forth and the whole scene becomes an ocean of worship.   

 

So let’s pick it up with verse 8 …  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 8-10: Combine that with what John wrote back in chapter 1, verse 6 …  

 

Rev 1: 6 ... He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father 

—  to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Q. So what's John saying? – "He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God 

and Father" 

 

this is the church singing this song … it’s us … the redeemed.  And it’s in Heaven before 

the first seal is broken … before the first drop of God’s Tribulation wrath is poured out 

upon the earth.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Verse 11: So the scene is changing.  In verse 8 it was just the Twenty-Four Elders and 

The Four Living Creatures singing the praises of Jesus, but now the angels join in!  

 

Q. But what’s a “myriad”? --   A “muriad” [murias (moo-ree'-as)] is literally infinity 

times infinity … so what John’s saying is “Infinity times infinity times infinity times 

infinity … plus a few thousand more.”  So it's getting pretty crowded!   

 

Q. And what’s this huge crowd doing?  What else …? – They’re worshipping the 

Lord! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 12-14: The lyrics are powerful.  They’re true praise … ascribing to the Lord …  

power and … 

riches and … 

wisdom and … 

might and … 

honor and … 

glory and … 

dominion forever.   

 

And it's not just the believers in Heaven … and not just the angels and not just the Jewish 

followers of God on earth, but ALL of creation joining in the chorus.   

 

At least a partial fulfillment of the prophecy … 

 

Phil 2:9 … God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is 

above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL 

BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 

that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now what I’d like to do with the balance of our time this morning is examine this 

worship.  Because it’s a truly heavenly example.  An example not tainted by this fallen 

world … not tainted by man’s preferences or church traditions … but an example of truly 

God-pleasing worship.   

 

Q. So what can we learn from it? – First note with me that this worship is a response.  

The worshippers have witnessed the divine activities of God and have responded to that 

with choruses of praise.   

 

And indeed … true worship is a response to God.  He first loved us 1st John 4:19 says.  

Our worship is a thankful response to that undeserved love.   

 

If you’re saved … if you’ve received the promise of redemption … worship should be a 

pretty natural response to that truth.  We respond to God’s goodness. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q.  But what if you’re not very happy with God right now?  What if He’s caused or 
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allowed something to happen that’s just the opposite of what you wanted? How 

should we react in that situation? – Praise!   

 

What we have to realize is that whether or not God did exactly what we wanted … He did 

the right thing.  He did the best possible thing.   

 

Q. So why would we not respond to that with praise? -- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And that brings up another very important point … worship is NOT a feeling.  Worship 

may evoke feelings, but worship itself is NOT a feeling.  

 

Q. What is it then? – It’s a choice to recognize truth and then respond to it. 

 

Q. If we all waited until we felt like it … how much worship would take place? – 

Worship is a responsibility based upon our recognition of God’s goodness and His acts 

on our behalf.  

 

So it’s not a question of you “feeling it” … it’s a question of your responsibility to do it! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q. Did you know that God’s not into secret admirers? – That was fun in grade school 

… to have a secret admirer, but if you admire God … if you appreciate what He’s done 

for you … then you have a responsibility to openly worship Him in response.  

 

As Paul says in ... 

 

Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed ... 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And let me just say that for those of you, who like me … can’t sing very well.   

 

I sincerely believe that God enjoys our praise of Him MORE than the praise that comes 

from those with beautiful voices.   

 

Q. Why do I say that? Where do I get that idea? – Humility and sacrifice!   

 

When I worship publically it really is an act of humble obedience.  I certainly don’t 

worship so the people around me can hear how wonderful my voice is.  When I worship 

publically … I do it so God can hear how sincere my love of Him is … in spite of the 

grimaced faces all around me.  

 

For those of us who can’t sing … our joyful noise has the potential to be the most 

pleasing voice in the house because our worship costs us.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q. And as this crowd in Heaven breaks forth in worship … did you notice their 

position … their posture? – They prostrate themselves.  They get on their faces in awe 

before the Lord.   
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Q. But I can’t do that in the middle of a worship service … so what do I do then? – 

Two things …  

 

1. Worship should never be limited to just a church service … prostrate yourself 

in worship at home regularly.   

 

2. If you really feel so led … even during a time of worship here ... 

 

Not if you feel like drawing attention to yourself, but if you really feel so 

led …  

 

Just make your way to the back of the sanctuary, find a spot where you won’t get 

stepped on and get on your face if that’s what you need to do.   

 

But having said that and recognizing that there are times when we need to get physically 

prostrate before the Lord … most of the time our prostration … especially in corporate 

worship will be spiritual.  We bow our hearts before the Lord.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

True worship is an intrinsically humbling act.  Which is why it’s such a struggle for some 

of us.  Worship is a recognition that He is infinitely more worthy … more important than 

we are.   

 

In fact, the word “worship” evolved from the phrase “Worth Ship” … it is literally an 

assignment of value.  

 

Some of you know that I’m not personally a big fan of most hymns.  There are some of 

them that I absolutely love, but most of them I really don’t.  And that’s not just because 

they’re not my style.  It’s because they’re horizontal and not vertical.  They sing about 

God, but not to Him.   

 

In most cases, I can sing the hymns and not find myself on my face in a posture of 

spiritual humility, but by the time I’m halfway through a chorus of praise TO God … I’m 

humbled in His presence.  True worship is an act of spiritual humility … and sometimes, 

of physical humility.   

 

William Temple, the Arch Bishop of Canterbury in the 1940’s, said that … 

 

“Worship is the most humble act that our natures are capable of and it is therefore 

the chief remedy of that self-centeredness which is our original sin and the source 

of all actuals.”   

 

Worship is taking the focus off of us and putting it onto Him.   

 

So I say to you … in love … if you’re worship is weak … your relationship with God is 

almost certainly, equally weak.  But if your worship is humble and bold and powerful … 

that too is a reflection of your relationship with the Lord.   
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q. And did you notice what the musical instrument is that’s leading this Heavenly 

choir? – Depending on your translation, it will either say lyre or harp in verse 8.  A 

stringed instrument similar to a guitar.  

 

So I’ll never understand the prohibition or limitation on instruments in worship that some 

denominations adhere to.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And then look back at verse 9 and note that it says … “they sang a new song”.  And 

that's only one of the nine “new songs” that we’re told God’s people bring before Him in 

the scriptures.   

 

Q. Why is that important? – It’s important because, as already stated, worship is a 

response to the loving actions of our God. 

 

Q. So let me ask you … is God still performing loving acts today? – You bet. 

 

Q. So doesn’t it make sense then that there should be a continuous flow of new songs 

of praise?  If God got out of the loving actions business a few hundred years ago … then 

it would make sense for His people to get out of the new song business as well.  If that 

were the case … we would need nothing beyond the songs of ages past.   

 

But we need to be continually singing new songs because God is continually doing new 

things for us to respond to in worship.   

 

Consider this quote with me if you would.   It comes from Martin Luther, the leader of 

The Reformation.  A man who was just a bit too honest for many people and said this in 

1524 …  

 

“How has it happened that in the secular field there are so many fine poems and 

so many beautiful songs, while in the religious field we have such rotten and 

lifeless stuff?  We must read, sing, preach, write and compose verse and when it 

would be helpful and beneficial I would let all the bells peel and the organs 

thunder and everything sound that could sound.” 

 

So Martin Luther, not exactly a man to see a problem and not tackle it … did the 

unthinkable in that day … he took the popular drinking songs and redeemed them.  He 

took the bar tunes and changed the lyrics to glorify God.  

 

Q. Anybody know the Christmas song “Away in a Manger”? – Scandalous in its day 

because it was a pub tune that Martin Luther redeemed.     

 

Q. Or how about the classic hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”?  -- Straight out 

of the bars.    

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Before we take Communion this morning, I have a question for you …  
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Q. How important is worship to you? Does worship matter to you as much as it 

matters to Him? – As I shared with you a few weeks ago … of all the Christian activities 

that we’re scripturally encouraged in … only one of them will persist eternally and that’s 

worship.   

 

Bible study and prayer and evangelism and service … those things will all cease, but 

worship … that’s ever-lasting.   

 

So worship should be assigned great importance to you and to me.  It’s preparatory to 

everything else.   

 

Here in this fellowship we put a premium on our study of the Word, but if it weren’t for 

our time of worship … we would be much more distracted.  Our time of worship gets us 

focused. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Think of Isaiah …  

 

Q. Do you recall what it was that motivated him to utter those immortal words of 

surrender; “Here am I Lord, send me.” (Isaiah 6:1-8)? -- He didn’t even know what 

the assignment was!  He just knew He wanted to be a witness of the Lord’s goodness.   

 

Q. And what prompted such unconditional surrender? -- Worship!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q. Or how about the story of Mary and Martha?  Is service the most important 

thing? – Nope!  Jesus said that Mary had chosen the better thing … to worship Him.  

Because genuine worship results in service (Luke 10:38-42).  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Worship is a response … and I would remind you of this … Jesus lived a life of 

submission … not My will, but Thy will be done Father.   

 

But there is one exception to that … one time when Jesus said to the Father … “My will 

be done.”  We find it in …  

   

John 17:24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with 

me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me …   

KJV 

 

His will is that we would be with Him in Heaven so that He could share with us … the 

day that John’s writing about here … this glorious day of redemption! 

 

His will is to have your voice among those singing His praises.  That’s the one time when 

Jesus said “Father … My will be done!” 

 

Q.  So do you think that worship’s important to Him? -- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 8 

J. Oswald Sanders offers this sobering truth ... 

 

“We are selfish beings!  We are habitually more interested in receiving than in 

giving.  We commence our Christian life by receiving atonement (Rom 5:11).  We 

continue in our Christian life by receiving an unending shower of grace (Rom 

5:17) and we conclude our Christian life by being received into glory (1 Tim 

3:16).  Throughout our walk with God we are constantly tugging at His divine 

skirt for some desired blessing and He delights to have it so, but we forget that He 

too yearns to receive from us what we alone can give Him … our worship.”   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

There was once a young man in 16
th

 century Austria by the name of Count Nicholas 

VonZinzendorf.  And as a child, Nicholas recognized Jesus as the Lord of all and 

received Him as his Savior.  

 

But when he verbalized his desire to fulfill what he described as his calling to go into the 

ministry, it met with significant opposition from his father who ultimately persuaded him 

to take up law instead.   

 

And after living most of his life as an attorney and, to a great degree, leaving God out of 

his life … he tells the account of walking through a great room one day and seeing there a 

picture of Jesus ... standing with His arms outstretched ... the nail-scars still visible on His 

wrists.  

 

And Count Nicholas paused to read the inscription at the bottom.  Something that he later 

described as “A pebble-moment in his life”.  That is … it caused a ripple effect that 

forever changed who he was and what he did.    

 

It simply said “This is what I’ve done for thee … what will thou do for Me?” 

 

Worship is a response and a responsibility.  So please give it the same priority that Jesus 

gives it!  No one can do it for you! 

 

Invitation as the Spirit Leads: Scharry, [          ] and I will be available in the back of 

the sanctuary and if you’ve never made a commitment to Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior or need to recommit or just have questions about what was covered this morning 

… please come and visit with one of us.   

 

Communion: Markus 

 

Invite to fellowship:   

 


