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Teaching:  Certainly the majority of passages and biblical topics provide us with black 

and white and certain answers, but we have to accept the fact that there are also some 

places where the best that we can walk away with is an opinion based on the available 

evidence.   

 

And although the book of Revelation itself provides us with a lot of answers, it leaves us 

with at least as many opinions on interpretation and timing.    

 

But don’t let that frustrate you … in fact just the opposite … rejoice in the fact that God 

knows the plan perfectly and that the plan will therefore unfold perfectly … regardless of 

any misunderstandings we might have about it.   

 

Ours is to dig out as much certainty as we can, throw in an opinion where it might benefit 

and stand in awe at the rest until the day comes when we see it with our own eyes.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

So … in our scene here, the Apostle John’s being given a glimpse of the future from a 

heavenly perspective.  He’s been “Raptured” symbolically.  He’s with the Lord in 

Heaven and from that vantage point, he’s witnessing the events of the Tribulation on 

earth.   

 

The seven years that follow the Rapture and precede, the Lord’s Second Coming.  That 

season of time when the consequences of man’s sin are allowed to have their full effect 

without the restraint of the Holy Spirit and when the Lord’s wrath is directly hurled down 

upon the earth in the hope of pushing some to repentance and salvation.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In previous weeks, we studied the first series of these events known as the Seven Seal 

Judgments.  We also looked at the break or interlude that comes between the sixth and 

seventh seal judgements and saw that during that interlude, the Lord puts His stamp of 

protection upon 144,000 Jewish Witnesses.   

 

Then last week we studied the First Six of the Trumpet Judgments which brings us to 

chapter 10 and the Second Interlude. Another break in the action where God stays His 

own hand of judgment. 

 

And during this Interlude the Lord introduces John to the Open Book as well as His two, 

very special witnesses.    
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But before we jump in … let’s review of what these judgments have involved … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Seven Seal Judgments:  (Rev 6:1 - 8:6) 

 

 1. The Antichrist revealed on the white horse. 

 

 2. War brought by the red horse. 

 

 3. Famine brought by the black horse. 

 

 4. Death to one fourth of the earth’s population from the ashen horse.   

 

5. Martyrdom of many believers on earth. 

 

6. Terror is brought upon the earth through earthquakes, the blackening of the sun 

and the moon turning red.  Stars fall from the sky and men beg for the relief of 

death, but can’t find it.   

 

Then the interlude when 144,000 Jews are supernaturally sealed to protect them 

(Revelation 7). 

 

7. Lightening, thunder and an earthquake which announces the Seven Trumpet 

Judgments to come. 

  

The Trumpet Judgments:  (Rev 8:7 - 9:21) 

 

1. A Third of the earth’s trees and all of the grass are burned by falling hail and 

fire mixed with blood.   

 

2. A third of the sea is turned to blood and a third of everything in and on the sea 

is destroyed by a mountain of fire. 

 

3. A third of the fresh water is made poisonous by a star called Wormwood. 

 

4. A third of the sun, moon and stars are darkened. 

 

5. Satan is given the key to unlock the Bottomless Pit and release hordes of 

demons which John says remind him of locusts.  And they’re permitted to inflict 

pain upon earth’s inhabitants for 5 months but are forbidden to kill anyone. 

 

6. Four powerful demons lead an army of 200,000 to kill one third of the 

remaining population on earth by fire, smoke and brimstone.    

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And as I said, the scriptures now bring us into another period of pause … another 

interlude … the Seventh Trumpet not actually being sounded until we get well into 

chapter 11.  And that Seventh Trumpet unleashes, one at a time, the Seven Bowl 
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Judgments.   

 

So … let’s see what happens …  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 1: Last week, as we left off in chapter 9, times were dark; smoke and demons 

coming up out of the bottomless pit and tormenting the inhabitants of earth.   

 

Billions had been killed and the third of the sun and moon and stars had been 

extinguished.  It was dark! 

 

So this angel of light brings the kind of contrast that you’d expect to see from God.  He’s 

trying with all He has to get people to see His love and His light and to turn to Him.   

 

Q. And who is this angel?  -- There’s controversy and no totally solid biblical evidence 

one way or another, but you can certainly see the similarities between the description of 

this “angel” (which … remember, simply means messenger) and the description we have 

of Christ in the first chapter of this book.   

 

And that would be my vote for what it’s worth … I’d vote that this “angel” is Jesus.     

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 2-3:  And here’s part of the reason I suspect this messenger to be Jesus … 

 

Q. Consider with me … what this book is? – Most likely it’s the scroll that Jesus had in 

His hands when we last saw Him.  The scroll that He opened ... one seal at a time 

beginning in chapter 6 … but now with all the seals broken it’s fully open.   

 

So this then is the title deed to the earth.  The one forfeited when man joined with Satan 

in his rebellion against God in the Garden of Eden.   

 

And another interesting indication that this is likely our Lord ... His voice.  This is very 

likely the fulfillment of many of the Old Testament prophecies such as the one we read in 

… 

 

Jer 25:30 … 'The LORD will roar from on high And utter His voice from His 

holy habitation; He will roar mightily against His fold. He will shout like 

those who tread the grapes, Against all the inhabitants of the earth.  

 

I believe this to be the Lord’s shout of victory with the opened and fulfilled scroll of 

redemption in His hands.   

 

Hos 11:10 They will walk after the LORD, He will roar like a lion; 

Indeed He will roar …  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 4:  Interesting … the Lord intervenes here and says “No … this needs to remain 

veiled for now.”  He sovereignly chooses not to reveal all things to us in this Age of 

Grace.   
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Deut 29:29 "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things 

revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the 

words of this law. 

 

This is a truth we all need to remember the next time God chooses not to reveal to us why 

He did a certain thing or why He won’t do another … 

 

Phil 4:7 … the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

 

Q. Did you know that you will never find a passage of scripture or even a hint 

within it that our peace comes from understanding?  -- Our peace, as it is clearly 

stated here … our peace does NOT come from understanding … it surpasses it.   

 

Our peace comes from the knowledge that we don’t need to understand … and in this 

life, never will understand, but that God does.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 5-7: Here we once again read the scriptural assertion that God is the creator of all 

things and that the notion of evolution is just silly!   

 

In the beginning there was nothing and then that nothing exploded to become 

something.  Then in violation of the laws of nature that cannot be naturally 

violated, things just kept getting better and better until we were here.   

 

So you might say that God is putting His foot down here.  In this case … down on the 

land and down on the sea.  Satan’s had his heyday, but that day is over … as of the voice 

of the seventh angel (which is probably speaking of the Seventh Bowl Judgment).     

 

Rom 8:17 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the 

anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of 

God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because 

of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free 

from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of 

God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of 

childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, 

having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For 

in hope we have been saved … 

 

The passage is saying to us, take heart … there’s light at the end of the tunnel of this life 

for the believer! 

 

If you read the Old Testament … especially the prophetic books from Isaiah to Malachi, 

you’ll read, as the Jews have for centuries and centuries, of the coming judgment of God.  
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But since the time those prophetic words were penned … there’s been a long, long delay.   

 

Not a delay because God is slack, but a delay because God loves us.   

 

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, 

but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 

repentance.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 8-11:  This scene may seem strange … John being instructed to eat this book or 

scroll, but all that really means is that John was to consume its content.   

 

It’s the same thing we’re instructed to do with the Word of God.  We’re to consume it … 

to internalize it … to take it in.  

 

Not just read it, not just understand it, not just memorize it … but to literally feed upon it.  

Be nourished by it … gain our strength from it.     

 

Q. Now again … what was this book that John was to consume? – It was the story of 

the fall and the story of redemption offered.   

 

The story of how God turned this world over to man and of how man turned this world 

over to Satan by joining his rebellion against God … all the way back in the Garden of 

Eden.   

 

So the sweetness of it is the fact that Christ has redeemed the earth.  The bitterness is the 

failure of man and all the awful things that the Lord went through in the process of 

redemption.   

 

And then you can fast forward to all that this earth will have to go through as we’ve been 

looking at for the last several weeks.   

 

So this scroll … the Clause of Redemption as we know it to be … tells the story from the 

fall of Genesis to the completion of redemption in the Book of Revelation.  A sweet, 

sweet story, but one that will also turn your stomach as the truth and gravity of it sinks in.   

 

The Word of God, I think we’d all have to admit, does this … it’s just like this scroll … it 

is bitter and it is sweet.   

 

And in teaching … folks if you enjoy the message I bring you every Sunday or if you 

always enjoy the message that Pastor Scott brings on Wednesdays… then we’re not 

doing our job!   

 

Because the scriptures are both bitter and sweet.  And as Paul says of the job every Bible 

teacher is called to … 

 

Acts 20:27 "… I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of 
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God.  NKJV 

 

So no true Bible teacher can just hand out the sweets week after week.  It’s popular, but 

it’s ungodly.   

 

When we truly digest the Word of God, there are times when it’s supposed to make you 

sick.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Even here in Revelation … it’s sweet to find out that the Lord’s firmly in control of what 

seems so out of control.  That His plans WILL be fulfilled.   

 

But if it doesn’t also leave you with a hollow stomach … there’s something wrong with 

your heart or your spirit or both!  Because you know unsaved people, who, in their 

present state will go through all the atrocities we’ve been studying.   

 

Go back to Ezekiel 2:8 – 3:1 and read the parallel passage that’s recorded there.  Ezekiel 

was called as a prophet, but he had a problem … he was afraid of people.  He was afraid 

of rejection.  He was afraid of looking foolish.   

 

Q. But you know what fixed that? – The Lord had Ezekiel eat the Word.  He devoured 

it … internalized it.  And when he did we’re told that it turned his stomach.   

 

It’s an important example because Ezekiel already knew the Word!  He already 

understood God’s message.  He already had countless passages memorized, but all that 

was stuck in his head and wasn’t trickling into his heart.  So he lacked the true passion of 

God and compassion for the people of God. 

 

But once he truly took the Word of God in … that all changed.  He was then compelled to 

go out and deliver the Word with boldness.    

 

And that’s exactly what we see here with John … although he’d been spiritually 

transported to Heaven and was in the middle of this divine vision … verse 11 tells us that 

his ministry on earth was not over.  He was going to be sent back to complete his 

mission.  And in the final chapters of this book we see that happen.   

 

The book of Revelation being penned by John about 95 AD and John going on with his 

earthly ministry until he died in late 98 AD so John needed to ingest the Word of God.   

 

AND We need to literally be approaching the scriptures … here corporately, and at home 

privately, saying “Lord … may Your Word be, not only sweet to my lips, but bitter in my 

stomach as well.  May it stir me deep within … even if that’s uncomfortable!”   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Verse 6 says “there will be delay no longer.” 

 

You know … God begs ... literally begs to be our savior … your savior, but if you deny 

Him that position in your life … that relationship to you … then He will one day be 
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forced to become your judge.  He will one day put His divine foot down and declare … 

time’s up! 

 

If you’re not saved … the only day that you’re sure to have an opportunity to get saved 

… is today!   

 

And for those of us who already know Jesus as our Lord … if you’ve been 

procrastinating God’s assignment to go and talk to your neighbor or your cousin or even 

your enemy … likewise … today is the only day that’s certain.   

 

He is going to put His foot down … so get saved and do your job before that happens!  

 

 

 


