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Picking it up in the 13th verse of Matthew 5, we’re continuing through what we 

traditionally know as “The Sermon on the Mount”.  Jesus has withdrawn a short distance 

and is sitting on a hillside with His disciples.   

 

But the picture also seems to include a larger crowd of the curious and the amazed.  

People listening in from a little further down the hill.   

 

We’ve talked before about how practical the Bible is.  It’s perfect and complete.  It gives 

us, not only, eternal instruction, but instructions for life on this earth. 

 

And this “Sermon on the Mount” is certainly no exception.  Jesus begins a discourse on a 

variety of topics here … exercising His divine knowledge of the crowd and meeting each 

one of them … meeting each one of us … right where we were.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 13-16: It is the Lord’s commission on the life of every believer to share the 

gospel.   

 

And here Jesus compares Christians to salt and to light.   

  

1. “[We] are the salt of the earth”, the Lord says.  

 

Q. So what does salt do? 

 

a. First … it affects and changes virtually everything it comes into contact with.  

Put a pinch in a glass of water and I guarantee you’ll know it’s there.   

 

Which, by extension means that you should be having an affect on the people 

around you.  Not that you’ll get all of them to turn to Christ … that would be 

wonderful, but the truth is that “affect” isn’t always that good.  But none-the-

less, your presence should be a force.  

 

So … if you’re not having an effect on those around you … there’s something 

wrong.     

 

b. Second … salt stimulates thirst.  The Christian who has a genuine walk with 

Jesus will create a thirst in others.  Just like salty potato chips make you want a 
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drink … so should the Christian make others want “a drink”.  Jesus said to the 

Samaritan woman … 

 

John 4:14 “... whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall 

never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a 

well of water springing up to eternal life."  

 

c. As a side note … some say that salt actually does three things; adding that salt 

also preserves.  The idea being that we Christians can postpone the outpouring 

of God’s wrath, but scripturally I find that teaching difficult to defend.  For 

example … 

 

a. The pouring out of God’s wrath in the flood (Genesis 6), wasn’t 

postponed because of Noah’s saltiness (although it was delayed long 

enough for Noah and his fmaily to finish the construction of the ark), but 

that was to preserve Noah and his family … not those around them.   

 

b. And the destruction of Sodom was not postponed for the sake of righteous 

Lot.  Rather … Lot was rescued and God’s wrath was poured out as 

planned.   

 

Although … I guess, to be fair, we could make the case that Lot’s wife 

was preserved by salt … (Geneisis 19).  

 

Non-the less, the idea of us “salty” Christians having the power to “preserve”, I 

believe, is giving us more credit than we deserve.   

 

2. The second metaphor that Jesus gives us is of light.  The bottom line is that 

there’s no such thing as a “Closet Christian”! There’s no such thing as a “Closet 

Christian”! 

 

If you’re too ashamed of Jesus to let others know about what He’s done in your 

life, then you don’t know the Jesus that wrote this … because He doesn’t say “you 

are to be the light”, He says “you ARE the light”. 

 

And let’s take note of the order of these Christian attributes, because it’s not just a 

coincidence that the Lord lists salt before light.   

 

See … salt is representative of the way you live your life and its effect on others … while 

the light speaks of your verbal witness.   

 

If you’re not living it out … please don’t go around shouting about it, because hypocrisy 

is counterproductive to everyone’s witness.  First be salt and then be light as Jesus 

instructs. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 3 

Verses 17-20:  This is such an important principle as far as helping us understand Jesus’ 

relationship to the Law. 

 

Now, when He says, “the Law” he’s referring to the first five books of the Bible.  The 

books that contain the covenants and laws that God gave to the Hebrew nation … 

emphasizing that those laws were given to the Hebrews as a nation and not to us as 

Gentiles … nor as Christians.   

 

So, when Jesus says “as long as Heaven and earth remain, so shall the law”, He is, by no 

means implying that the Law, in any way, applies to us … because it never did (unless 

you’re an unsaved Jew).   

 

Look at again at what verse 18 … “The Law will remain until the fulfillment of it is 

accomplished”.  Which is exactly what Jesus is saying here … that He fulfilled the Law!   

 

Q. And how did He fulfill the law?  -- The Law can be summarized in that its purpose 

was to provide a way for man to be in right standing with God.  And to be in right 

standing with God under the Law, all you had to do was to keep every nuance of every 

commandment … perfectly! 

 

And that’s how Jesus fulfilled the law.  He did keep it perfectly … thus fulfilling the 

requirement of it.  And now … He offers His perfect score to anyone who wants it.   

 

That’s the good news of the gospel … that every man, woman and child can have a right 

standing with God … simply by accepting Jesus’ perfect score as their own.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 21-22:  Christ first references the law against murder given to the Hebrews in 

Exodus 20 … then He clarifies … that, for the Christian, it’s not just the letter of the law, 

but the heart-level intent behind it.   

 

But we still need to weed through some of the wording here, because in the Greek what’s 

presented is a progression.   

 

It starts by describing an inward anger without any outward manifestations.   

 

Then it describes an anger that manifests in a verbal attack on someone’s 

decisions or ability to make good decisions (it literally means “empty 

headed” in the Greek). 

 

And then it culminates with an attack on someone’s person or 

character.  

 

A non-communicated anger … an attack on someone’s actions … and finally … an attack 

on the person themselves.   

 

And Jesus ascribes to each of these … a consequence that’s also progressive.  
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Now … debate exists on the meaning of these punishments … with most of the 

disagreement centering on whether they’re earthly or eternal.   

 

And for what it’s worth … with my two cents … I vote that all three levels of punishment 

are administered by man here on earth.   

 

The “judgment” of verse 22 is the same word used in verse 21 speaking of physical 

murder, so clearly the “judgment” is civil court.   

 

The “Supreme court” of verse 22 is the Greek word [sunedrion (soon-ed'-ree-on)], 

which could mean nothing other than the Jewish Sanhedrin council. 

 

And finally, “the fiery hell” is literally Gehenna or the Valley of Hinnom, which is a low 

recess just outside the southern gate of Jerusalem where the city’s refuge was dumped 

and burned and where the most heinous criminals were burned at the stake.   

 

Christ’s point is that, God sees our hearts and although man may only hold us responsible 

for the actions of our bodies, God holds us responsible for the content … and intent … of 

our hearts.   

 

If man could see what God sees we would have to face the punishments spoken of here. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 23-26:  The scenario is a Christian who has, in some way, wronged another.   

 

It reminds me of what the medical lawyers tell us in every briefing on how to 

prevent malpractice law suits.  You’d think the advice would be; just practice high 

quality medicine; order the right tests and prescribe the right medications.   

 

But they flatly tell us that all of that does very little toward preventing law suits.  

Rather … they tell us that if we want to keep from getting sued … just be sincerely 

caring and kind.  And the truth of their advice is borne out in statistic after 

statistic. 

 

But Jesus understood this truth without the benefit of law school.  His advice … “Make 

friends quickly”, otherwise, as your opponent, they’ll hold you to the fullest extent of the 

law.   

 

Now don’t misunderstand … Jesus isn’t advocating that we put on our best Hollywood, 

plastic smile and falsely flatter people.  Rather … He’s advocating that we be a disciple 

and manifest the attitude of a disciple as we studied last week in verse 9 … be a 

peacemaker! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 27-30:  Oh WOW! 
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We’re accustomed to the word adultery as it relates to marital infidelity, but the word is 

also frequently used of our infidelity with God.  If you call yourself a Christian and yet 

have something in your life that comes before God … by this standard … you’re an 

adulterer.  You’re cheating on God.  Having an affair behind His back.   

 

So, Jesus is very serious and direct when He says that looking lustfully at someone, 

makes you just as guilty of adultery as the angry man is guilty of murder.  But as you 

ponder His words don’t limit the application to sexual lust.   

 

Because He goes on to say “If your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out” and “If your 

hand cause you to stumble cut it off”.  Now I’m not suggesting that this is an instruction 

the Lord intended us to carry out literally, but, at the same time, don’t miss the gravity.   

 

The warning is that if you have some area of your life that’s causing you to stumble in 

your Christian walk … pluck it out … cut it off and get rid of it!   

  

 If your television causes you to waste God’s time … cut it off!  If you need 

help plucking that thing from your living room and depositing it in the local 

dumpster … just let us know.  We’ve done it before.   

 

 If the internet causes you to look at things that break God’s heart … cut it off! 

 Believe it or not … people actually survived before the internet existed.  At 

the very least … get some aggressive accountability!   

 

 If that relationship is causing you to go astray … cut it off! 

 

 If your phone causes you to pass along gossip … cut it off!  

 

Now honestly … if you’re like most of us … you’re thinking “That seems just a little too 

radical … just to stop a little gossip”.  But … hey … these are Jesus’ words not mine.  He 

says “cut it off” … because God’s serious about sin.   

 

I’m reminded that it only took one little bite of one little piece of forbidden fruit to curse 

the entire universe.  So apparently … God really IS serious about sin! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 31-32:  Jesus explains more in … 

 

Matthew 19:3 Some Pharisees came to Jesus, testing Him and asking, "Is it 

lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at all?" 4 And He 

answered and said, "Have you not read that He who created them from the 

beginning MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE, 5 and said, "FOR THIS 

REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE 

JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE 

FLESH'? 6 "So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God 

has joined together, let no man separate." 7 They said to Him, "Why then 

did Moses command to GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND 
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SEND her AWAY?" 8 He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart 

Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not 

been this way.  9 "And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for 

immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery." 

 

So, in cases of adultery … divorce is permissible, but even then, it’s not God’s perfect 

will.  He also makes it clear that if you have divorced, God’s will is for reconciliation to 

that spouse.   

 

Now … let me clear up two items that frequently trouble people on this issue of divorce: 

 

1st –  

 

Q. If you are divorced and have been remarried … would God want you to 

divorce your current spouse and remarry your first? – No.  In Malachi 2:16 

God says “I hate divorce” and nowhere does it say that He feels any differently 

about divorcing a 2nd, 3rd or 20th spouse.  He still hates it.   

 

So, if you’ve divorced in the past and are now remarried … stay that way. 

 

2nd - Divorce is no different than any other sin.  God hates it and doesn’t want 

His people to have anything to do with it.  But … He is just as willing to forgive 

that sin as any other.  He is faithful and just and when you confess and repent … 

it is forgiven!   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 33-37:  Two points that I hear the Lord making here: 

 

1st - We don’t own anything.  We don’t own Heaven or anything in it.  We don’t 

own anything on earth and we don’t even own our own bodies.  All these things 

belong to the Lord exclusively so they’re not ours to risk as collateral against our 

word. 

 

We may be blessed with the stewardship of some of God’s stuff, but it’s still 

God’s stuff and He expects us to be good stewards of it. 

 

2nd - Christians are to be trustworthy and honest people.  There should be no 

need for a Christian to have to put up some type of collateral against his word. 

 

We’re to be people who “Fulfill what we vow”.  Let your “yes” be yes and your 

“no” be no. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 38-42:   

 

Q. So the Christian is to be a doormat … right? -- The Christian is for people to 

take advantage of because they’re either too dumb or too passive to do anything 

about it … right?  - NO. 
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Deuteronomy 32:36 "… the LORD will vindicate His people, And will have 

compassion on His servants, When He sees that their strength is gone … 

 

In other words … stop depending upon yourself for a defense.  It’s about faith.  Faith that 

God was telling the truth when He said that at the end of the day, we’ll be far more 

satisfied by leaving vengeance in His hands (Romans 12:9).   

 

Another passage that sometimes gets attention is verse 42; where Jesus instructs us to 

loan to someone who wants to borrow.  It can be confusing because Paul says in … 

 

Romans 13:7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom 

to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 8 Owe nothing to 

anyone except to love one another … 

 

Q. So, is Paul saying that borrowing is wrong and Jesus is saying it’s OK? - No. 

Borrowing and loaning had to be permissible for Christ to encourage us to loan as 

needed.   

 

So, Paul isn’t saying that a Christian can’t finance a home, but he is saying … pay what 

you owe.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 43-47:  We all know it’s true … some people are just plain lovable and others 

aren’t.   

 

So, Jesus reminds us that loving the lovable isn’t what sets the Christian apart … even 

heathens do that.  But then He says that even loving the unlovable isn’t enough.  We must 

love even those considered an enemy.   

 

Now my prayer for you is that you wouldn’t have an enemy … but if you do … know 

that the Lord’s desire is that you would reconcile with them.   

 

Q. And how do you reconcile with your enemy (the one who’s wronged you)? – 

Verse 44 tells us … you pray for them!  That’s how you begin expressing love toward 

them.   

 

You’ve heard it said that you have to love them, but you don’t have to like them … it 

may sound ridiculous, but it’s scripturally true. 

 

So, if you have an enemy … pray for them and then invite them to Heaven or encourage 

them in their walk with the Lord.   

 

I assure you they’ll be a lot more lovable in Heaven, but then again … so will you.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Verse 48:  As I put myself in this scene … I imagine the Lord’s listeners pondering these 

high standards as He goes through the list.  And I imagine them thinking … this is gonna 

be tough, but maybe …. 

 

But then … verse 48 shatters all hope! Which is exactly what it was intended to do!  

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: This is where we say … praise God for verse 17 … Jesus fulfilled the 

perfect Law of God … perfectly!   

 

And even better … His perfect score can be yours for the asking!   

 

If you get an opportunity, I encourage you to read Romans chapter 4 slowly … let it sink 

in!  But for this morning … let me leave you with … 

 

Romans 4:6 … blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart 

from works … 

 

That’s salvation in Jesus! 

 

 


