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As we jump into chapter 7 … remember, Jesus is still sitting atop a hill surrounded by 

His disciples with a mixed multitude of people listening in from all around the circle of 

disciples. 

 

It’s a time of teaching, covering a wide array of topics that we collectively call “The 

Sermon on the Mount”.   

 

And I wish we could say, “The subjects He addresses aren’t an issue for anymore … that 

we’ve overcome them in the last 2,000 years”, but the truth is that we need to hear the 

Lord’s instruction on these topics, at least, as much as the people did on the day He 

originally taught them.   

 

So … let’s listen in … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 1-5:  An absolutely critical package of verses here.  Obviously, it’s critical that 

we understand them, but perhaps even more … that we don’t misunderstand them.  

 

Like everyone else … I have my own biases and soap boxes, but having acknowledged 

that … I would suggest that the misunderstanding of these verses has contributed 

significantly to the anemic condition of today’s Christian church.    

 

So, much of the church seems to have adopted the battle cry of “peace at all cost”, but let 

me assure you that the Bible does NOT teach that.  If you’re, at all, familiar with the 

counsel of scripture, then you know that being “tolerant” of any and all behavior is NOT 

God’s plan!   

 

Q. Tolerant of people? – Sure … with all the grace and mercy the Spirit of God will 

give us! 

 

Q. But … tolerant of any and all behavior? -- NO! 

 

Not long ago, as we were studying the book of Revelation … we took a close look at the 

letters Jesus wrote to the seven churches (Revelation 2:1-3:22).  Real churches of that 

day, but also representative of virtually every church that’s existed since.   
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And in each of those seven letters … the same general pattern is followed; Jesus 

commends each church for what they were doing well and then, if necessary, scolded 

them for what they were doing wrong.   

 

Now … let me review with you … just one aspect of those letters … “judgment within 

the church”. 

 

The church at Ephesus was commended for its “intolerance of evil” (Revelation 

2:2). 

 

That same church was also commended for “testing its teachers and leaders” 

(Revelation 2:2). 

 

And then it was commended for “convicting those found to be false” (Revelation 

2:2). 

 

Later … that same church is commended for “Hating the deeds of the idolatrous 

Nicolaitans” (Revelation 2:6).   

 

On the other hand, the church of Pergamum was soundly scolded for their 

“Tolerance of false doctrinal views and for not confronting heresy within the 

body” (Revelation 2:14-16). 

 

And finally … the church of Thyatira was scolded for, “Tolerating those that were 

leading people astray as well as for tolerating the sexual immorality that was 

found in that fellowship” (Revelation 2:20).   

 

Q. So , the dilemma isn’t hard to see … if Jesus is commending these churches for 

judging one another and condemning those who refused to judge one another … can 

we really interpret Matthew 7 as saying “Thou shalt not judge”? –  

 

And yet that is, by far, the most common interpretation of it.   

 

Q. Now for those of you who may still be unsure … let me ask you a question … 

what do you think the Apostle Paul meant when he said to the church at 

Thessalonica …? 

 

1st Thessalonians 2:10 You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and 

uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers; 11 just as you 

know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of 

you as a father would his own children, 12 so that you would walk in a 

manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. 

 

Paul says they, not only, encouraged and implored, but also exhorted the Thessalonian 

believers.  It’s a word that means to urgently admonish!   
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They inspired and stimulated them to do what was right and also urgently admonished 

them to stop doing what was wrong and based upon those things … Paul says they were 

able to stand uprightly and blamelessly before the Lord.   

 

And the reality is that you can neither encourage good behavior nor admonish for bad 

behavior unless you first judge that behavior to see if it’s good or bad!   

 

Now … having that truth in tow … let’s go back and look again at Matthew 7 … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-2: The Greek word for “judge” here is krino (kree'-no) and it means to mentally 

or judicially distinguish, decide or try.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now go on again to verses 3-5:  

 

Q. Is Jesus saying here … “Thou shalt not remove the speck from thy brother’s 

eye”? -- Obviously not!  This is instruction … NOT prohibition! 

 

Again … it would be impossible to distinguish, exhort or encourage anyone without 

first judging their behavior! 

 

Q. And can you imagine what condition the Christian church would be in if it were 

to stop examining, distinguishing, exhorting and encouraging? – We don’t really 

have to imagine too hard do we? – Stagnation … tolerance of evil for the sake of peace 

… and ultimately, just straight up corruption.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ephesians 4:11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and 

some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping 

of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ 

 

The calling of the church is to equip and build up the saints, but a doctrine that forbids 

examining and scolding and encouraging would make the fulfillment of that commission 

virtually impossible.   

 

So now that we know what verses 1-5 don’t mean … 

 

Q. What do they mean? – As I said … it’s instruction … instruction to be cautious in 

the way we judge … to be mindful of the fact that we will be judged by the same 

standard … both, on earth and in Heaven.   

 

Before you admonish someone or correct someone’s inappropriate behavior … you need 

to do two things: 

 

1. Check your motives!  Make sure that everything in your heart is what’s best for 

the person you’re ministering to.   

2. Make sure you’re not guilty of the same behavior.  Hypocrites are not well 

received … nor are they effective ministers.   
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Paul puts it this way … 

 

Gal 6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual 

restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also 

be tempted.  NKJV 

 

If we’re going to be a body of solid and maturing Christians … we have to be sincere 

enough to invite and accept the examination of ourselves by our brothers and sisters and 

to honestly return that blessing of accountability to them.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verse 6: Don’t disconnect here … because it’s the context of verses 1-5 that give us 

understanding of verse 6.   

 

The Lord’s still talking about judging others, but rather than spiritually mature brothers 

and sisters, He’s talking here about dogs and pigs.   

 

Both detested animals in that culture … more important to the illustration … both 

creatures compelled by habit and both with the potential to have nasty dispositions.   

 

It’s an illustration of how some people will respond to being corrected.   

 

Proverbs 26:11 Like a dog that returns to its vomit Is a fool who repeats his 

folly 

 

It is the very nature of a pig to return to the mud, just as it’s the nature of a dog to return 

to what made it sick in the first place.   

 

And we all know people who do the same thing.  They respond like the dog or the pig 

when they’re reproved.  They bite and trample right before they return whatever made 

them sick enough to vomit or whatever made them dirty and stinky in the first place.    

 

When you admonish a Christian, who’s not yet willing to accept it or is unwilling to truly 

change (to repent), one of three things can be expected:  

 

1. When you get hold of a pig that’s on their way back to the mud … if you hang 

on too long you’ll be dragged back to the mud hole with them. 

  

2. When you get hold of a dog that’s headed back to whatever their poison of the 

day is … and you hold on too long … you will feel the pain their bite. 

 

3.  But thirdly … there’s the person that’s makes it all worthwhile … the person 

who, in the past, has been a repeat offender, but on this occasion … comes to true 

repentance because of your rebuke. 

 

Which is exactly why Jesus says in … 
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Matthew 18:15 "If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if 

he listens to you, you have won your brother. 16 "But if he does not listen to 

you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR 

THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED.  17 "If he 

refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church (that doesn’t mean you run around 

gossiping about it … it means you take it to church leadership); and if he refuses 

to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

(explanation added) 

 

If they refuse to listen, despite multiple attempts to correct them, they are to be to you as 

a dog or a pig.  In other words … leave them alone. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 7-11:  If you want to be able to discern between the Christian pig … who will 

drag you through the mud and the Christian who’s ready to receive and respond to your 

encouragement and rebuke … PRAY! 

 

Now the “name and claim it” folks would say that this passage is God’s promise to give 

us everything we want as long as we pray for it with enough faith.   

 

But, the Word says … 

 

James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, 

so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

 

Prayer is not a shopping spree on God’s credit card.  This passage, like all others, must be 

taken in context.   

 

The chapter began with the topic of judging our brothers and sisters. Clearly, we are 

instructed to love one another enough to judge one another.   

 

But then we’re given the, not so small problem, and warning to be very careful … about 

the who and how … as we exercise that judgment.  And here we’re instructed how we 

can overcome this difficulty of discernment … PRAY! 

 

The Lord assures us that if we are seeking His guidance with a sincere heart He will 

guide us.  He will keep us from being drug through the mud and from getting bit.   

 

But please hear the qualifier that comes with the Lord’s promise … “With a sincere 

heart”. Again … 

 

James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, 

so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

 

If we will seek the Lord’s guidance with a pure heart then He will open His gifts of 

discernment and opportunity to us.   
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verse 12:  A beautiful and concise summary on judging the behavior of our brothers and 

sisters.   

 

If you’re at the stage in your Christian walk where you can welcome the examination of 

your brothers and sisters and can accept their observations and criticisms then you’re also 

at the place where it’s time for you to return the favor.   

 

But if you’re still at the stage where the observations and criticisms of others … gets 

stuck in your throat … then simply put … you’re not mature enough to judge others.   

 

Now that’s okay … you are where you are, but pray for growth in that area.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 13-14:  The Bible doesn’t say how many people will go to Heaven, but the word 

picture that’s painted in these verses gives it some relativity; the path to Hell is 

substantially more congested than the one that leads to Heaven.   

 

And it’s a passage that’s written for us to visualize … not merely hear … because it’s all 

about choice; the wide and easy path or the narrow, difficult one. 

 

Q. Can you see it? -- The whole group of us standing at a “Y” in the road.  To the left … 

a narrow road … it looks difficult.  To the right … a wide road that looks much smoother.   

 

You’ve heard the stories about what lies at the end of each road, but from where you are 

… you can’t see it. 

 

The majority of the crowd is heading down the wide road … all smiles.  Only a few 

adventurous souls are choosing the narrow way.   

 

And the people (those on each road) … they’re different one from another: 

 

1. On the wide road you see a lot of “pretty” people; hansom men with perfectly 

groomed hair and $800 sunglasses … pretty blondes in their convertibles.  All 

of them with big smiles as they speed off down Easy Street.   

 

2. On the narrow road … the people seem measured … more deliberate.  Not as 

much flash and honestly … their smiles … aren’t as big and bright as the 

other group.  And yet … in their eyes … you see more joy.   

 

The other contrast is their loads: 

 

1. Those on the wide road all have big loads of stuff. 

2. But the ones on the narrow path are travelling light.     

 

And all of that is what Satan wants people to see.  And if that was all you knew … you’d 

be crazy not to follow the large crowd.   
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But to follow Jesus means going through the narrow gate, not based on what your 

physical eyes can see, but based upon the still, small voice that whispers to your spirit.  

 

Hebrews 11:1 tells us … 

 

…Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen 

… 

 

If you follow the physical evidence … the wide gate will look like the way to go … and 

there are many who enter through it.  

 

But if you walk by faith … you will be one of the few who enter through the narrow way.   

 

And both roads contain surprises: 

 

1. That wide road with all the beautiful people, begins degenerating just around the 

first bend which makes those heavy loads pretty burdensome very quickly and 

those painted smiles along with the pretty faces begin fading.   

 

And the Bible tells us that at the end of that wide road is … 

 

Matthew 13:42 ... [a] furnace of fire [and] in that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

2. Q. And the narrow road? -- Well because it’s so narrow from the start … it 

really doesn’t allow the big heavy loads that Easy Street does.   

 

Simply beginning an earnest journey down the narrow path requires that we 

unburden … which is a blessing to every traveler.   

 

But unlike the wide road … the further you progress down the narrow way … the 

smoother it gets!  And eventually, as Revelation 21:21, tells us … it merges right 

onto streets of … “pure gold, like transparent glass”. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Now … obviously there’s an invitation in this … Jesus wants you on the 

narrow way.   

 

But in addition to the invitation of verses 13 & 14 … we have, the related, instruction of 

the first 12 verses.   

 

Q. If you were standing at the intersection … ignorant of the deception before your 

eyes ... would you prefer that I judge your ignorance and tell you what I know?  Or 

would you prefer that I back off and leave you in your deception?  
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Q. If you’ve stepped onto the wide and smooth road and are speeding toward that 

first bend in the road … do you want me to judge your error and tell you what I 

know?  Or just leave you be? 

 

Q. If you’re on the narrow road … struggling to navigate the difficult way and 

eyeing the pretty people on Easy Street … do you want me to judge your temptation 

and tell you what I know?  Or should I just leave you to suffer? 

 

Folks it’s not nearly as difficult as what Satan wants you to believe.  God says …  

 Choose the right path …  

 Lead the way by example and … 

 Lovingly judge those not progressing down the narrow road with you.   

  

 


