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Teaching:  This morning we finish up the Lord’s Sermon that begins with the Beatitudes 

in chapter 5 and concludes her in chapter 7.  We call it the “Sermon on the Mount” 

because it takes place with Jesus sitting atop a small hill … surrounded by people anxious 

to hear Him.  Some were anxious because they wanted to learn and some because they 

wanted to refute and entrap … but all of them were listening anxiously.   

 

Last week we looked at what the Lord has to say about judgment within the body … 

something not prohibited, but assigned and regulated.   

 

Now, having completed that portion of the discussion … He moves right into a 

discussion of application of judgement; How judging is vital to maintaining a healthy 

personal walk and even more so, to maintaining a healthy church body.   

 

We pick it up this morning in verse 15 where the Lord is offering us a warning … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 15-20:  The word prophet is the Greek prophetes (prof-ay'-tace), which means, a 

divinely inspired speaker.   

 

The word in verse 15, however is not prophetes  (prof-ay'-tace) … rather … it’s 

pseudoprophetes (psyoo-dop-rof-ay'-tace) … one who impersonates a true prophet of 

God or simply … a false prophet.   

 

And of these people, Jesus cautions us to “beware”. Be on the lookout … remain alert 

and watchful.  Exercise great caution when dealing with them.  

 

1st John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into 

the world. 

 

In this … we’re reminded how vital it is, that, as believers, we take our stand on the 

written Word of God. Because we’re told here to “test the spirits”, but if you don’t have 

and know the standard … testing the spirits is impossible.   

 

Everything we test … including “the spirits” must be tested against the Word of God.   

 

I’m reminded of someone that Scharry and I were doing some counseling with a number 

of years ago for marital problems.  She was adamant that the Lord had instructed her to 
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divorce her husband by direct revelation.  She insisted that she’d prayed about it and the 

Lord had spoken directly to her and instructed her to divorce her husband.   

 

So … we took her to the Bible again and again.  We showed her Malachi chapter 2 

where the Lord says “I hate divorce”.  We showed her Matthew 19 where Jesus teaches 

that it’s only because of the hardness of the human heart that divorce is permitted under 

any circumstances.   

 

But she wouldn’t have anything to do with it.  Rather she took her stand on these feelings 

and dreams that were telling her what she wanted to hear even though, it was in direct 

contradiction to the Word of God.   

 

Had she tested those spirits and the false prophets from whom she’d received bad counsel 

… she may very well be happily married today instead of being a very unhappy, single 

mother.   

 

We’re to be on the alert … we’re to test the spirits using the only legitimate yardstick of 

truth … the Word of God.   

 

Notice also how these false prophets are clothed.  Paul, writing to the church at Corinth 

about some men who were infiltrating the church and leading people astray said in … 

 

2nd Corinthians 11:13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  14 No wonder, for even Satan 

disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his 

servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness … 

 

So, these false prophets that Jesus speaks of, the false apostles that Paul speaks of, not to 

mention Satan and his demons all disguise themselves as Christians.  They look the part 

and talk the part …  for all intents and purposes, they appear to be one of the brethren.   

 

So, it’s no wonder that the scripture gives us this imperative … remain alert!  

 

But as sobering as that reality is … it really shouldn’t be a surprise.  Military strategists 

have been using the tactic of infiltration since the advent of warfare.  Spies and 

subversives have contributed to virtually every major military victory.   

 

Anytime the enemy gets into your camp undetected … you’ve got a problem! And the 

longer they’re able to remain undetected … the more trust they can gain … the more 

dangerous and destructive they are.   

 

Q. Do we have this problem in the “Christian” church today?  Has the Christian 

church been infiltrated? -- Let’s answer that by looking at one of the Lord’s parables … 

 

Matthew 13:31 He presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom 

of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; 32 
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and this is smaller than all other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is larger 

than the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that THE BIRDS OF THE 

AIR come and NEST IN ITS BRANCHES.” 

 

There’s a rule of Bible study called “expositional constancy” … sounds fancy, but all it 

means is that the interpretation of Biblical metaphors and similes must remain constant 

(i.e. if oil is used symbolically in one verse to speak of the Holy Spirit then it must 

remain constant and always represent the Holy Spirit in each passage where it’s used 

symbolically).   

 

And expositional constancy is important to this passage because “birds” used 

symbolically in other passages speaks of evil … therefore, it must also speak of evil here. 

 

And the fact that Jesus refers to this plant as a “mustard tree” is also a clue, because in the 

Palestinian region where Christ was when He wrote this … the native mustard species is 

the Black Mustard and its average height is less than three feet.  Hardly a tree! 

 

Now consider this … a Religious Landscape study done early this year tells us that 70.6% 

of Americans self-identify as Christians.  But what really turns my stomach about this 

study is that nearly 16% of those self-identified Christians, also said they weren’t sure 

they believed in God!  

 

Q. What!? -- The point is that the overall number of people that stand under the title 

“Christian” is much, much larger that the number of people who actually know and 

follow Jesus. Very similar to a plant that’s abnormally grown to the size of a tree.   

 

And how easy it is for evil to take refuge in the branches of a church depends largely on 

how diligent that fellowship’s leaders and members are in following the Lord’s counsel 

here to … test the spirits.   

 

Because we all know that there’s plenty of evil in this world, but Matthew 7 isn’t 

speaking of evil in the world … it’s speaking of the evil that parades around as sheep 

within the church; Wolves in sheep’s clothing.   

 

Q. Now Jesus goes on to say "You will know false prophets by their fruits”, but 

what fruit? 

 

Deuteronomy 18:22 "When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the 

thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD 

has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be 

afraid of him. 

 

So, one of the proofs or “fruits” that we can look for is that a true prophet of God is 

NEVER wrong.  Being right 99% of the time will get you an A+ by worldly standards, 

but God grades that as failing.  A true prophet of God is never wrong. 
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Another passage that helps is … 

 

Deuteronomy 13:1 "If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you 

and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, 

concerning which he spoke to you, saying, "Let us go after other gods (whom 

you have not known) and let us serve them,' 3 you shall not listen to the 

words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is 

testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul. 4 "You shall follow the LORD your God and fear 

Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, 

and cling to Him. 5 "But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put 

to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the LORD your God 

 

Only a false prophet … would counsel in ways that don’t line up with the Word of God. 

The weight of the Word is always heavier than the weight of signs and wonders and 

charisma and $4,000.00 suits and perfect hair.   

 

The false prophet will be right a large percentage of the time and their words will line up 

with the Bible a large percentage of the time, but a true prophet will never get it wrong 

and never contradict the written Word of God.  

 

Remember Satan’s statement to Eve in the Garden was more truth than lie. But the little 

deviation from God’s absolute truth that he slid in there was enough to curse the universe 

for all eternity.   

 

Now let’s see what true fruit looks like … 

 

John 15:1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 "Every 

branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that 

bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. ... 4 "Abide in Me, 

and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the 

vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 5 "I am the vine, you are the 

branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart 

from Me you can do nothing. 6 "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown 

away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the 

fire and they are burned. ... 8 "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 

much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. (paraphrased) 

 

Of all the words in this passage the one that we cannot afford to miss or misunderstand is 

the word “bear” because to bear fruit is not at all the same as “producing fruit”.   

 

The word “bear” is phero (fer'-o) in the Greek and it has an important definition.  Listen 

carefully … it means one who is unaware of being used by another to bear or carry.   

 

The picture then is of God doing all the work.  The bearer isn’t even aware of all the fruit 

that’s being placed on him. For those of you who recently decorated a Christmas tree …  
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Q. How much work did the tree put into hanging the decorations on itself? – It’s the 

same idea with us and God.  We simply surrender and allow Him to use us to bear His 

fruit.   

 

Q. What fruit? – I don’t know … that’s God’s call, but here’s a short list of introduction 

… 

 

Romans 6:22; The fruit of holiness 

Romans 1:13 & John 4:36; The fruit of soul winning 

Colossians 1:10; The fruit of good works 

Hebrews 13:15; The fruit of praise 

1st John 5:3; The fruit of obedience 

Romans 16; The fruit of giving 

Galatians 5:22; The fruit of love 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 21-23: It strikes me how unimpressed the Lord is by their signs and wonders.   

 

He doesn’t deny that they were casting out demons and performing miracles, but He’s not 

impressed in the slightest.  

 

Apparently, it’s more important that we keep His commandments than that we perform 

signs and wonders in His name.  Keep that in mind, not just for yourself, but also because 

there are tens of thousands of people who desperately need to understand that. 

 

The apostle John minces no words when he says in … 

 

1st John 2:3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His 

commandments. 4 The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does 

not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him 

 

For the Christian it’s important to know that God wants us to keep His commandments, 

but it may be even more important to know why God wants us to keep His 

commandments.   

 

I say that because if you were to go observe some non-Christian religions like the 

Jehovah Witnesses or Mormons for instance, you would be amazed at their level of 

obedience.  They follow a very strict set of rules.   

 

Q. The critical question though is … what’s the difference between their obedience 

and the obedience that the Lord desires of us? -- John tells us in the passage we just 

looked at … 

 

1st John 2:3 By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His 

commandments. 4 The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does 

not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him 
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Because we have come to know Him … that’s why we obey His commandments.  If 

you’ve come to know Him then obedience is simply a fruit of that relationship.   

 

Something that Jesus confirms in this morning’s text … 

 

Matthew 7:23 "… I will declare to them, "I never knew you; DEPART 

FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.' 

 

Jesus isn’t condemning them for not keeping His commandments … they’ve condemned 

themselves by never coming to know the Him.  Their “lawlessness” was secondary! 

Merely an identifier to prove they didn’t know Jesus. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 24-29: Note the calamities that befall the “fool” or by analogy the lost.  Now note 

that the same calamities befall the “wise man” or the Christian.   

 

Romans 9:15 ....  "I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, 

AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE 

COMPASSION." 

 

Q. Have you ever met someone who said they were “mad at God”? -- Most of us 

have.   

 

But if that person more accurately understood the nature of God, they wouldn’t be mad at 

Him.  They wouldn’t get mad at Him if they understood and trusted Him to fulfill the 

promise of … 

 

Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for 

good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His 

purpose. 

 

So, when that spouse or that parent or that child is tragically taken, the response that you 

see can tell you a great deal about the faith of the one who’s grieving.   

 

Q. Do they rejoice for the loved one who’s in Heaven or even grieve for the one 

who’s going to Hell?  Or do they just mourn their own loss in selfishness? -- Tough 

questions! 

 

And in truth, none of us can honestly say just how we’d respond until that situation is 

upon us.  But it’s equally true that if we don’t prepare now by accepting God’s 

sovereignty we will likely not represent the Lord well should we face such a tragedy. 

 

Storms come upon all of us … Christian and non-Christian alike!  So, you can’t 

differentiate saved from unsaved by the storms that befall them.  And yet … a person’s 

response to those storms … that’s very telling.   
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J. Hudson Taylor was talking to a young missionary about the start of work in 

China.  “Look at this” Taylor said as he brought his fist down hard on the table, 

knocking over the tea cups and spilling their contents.  As he gazed at the startled 

young man, Taylor said “When you begin your work, you will be buffeted in 

numerous ways.  The trials will be like blows.  Remember those blows will only 

bring out what is [already] in you.” 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  

 

Q.  What’s inside of you?  What are you made of? How solid is your faith? – 

Questions that can be answered more accurately by measuring how well you weather the 

storms of life.   

 

Q. Do the rains and winds of difficulty move you? Do they shift your perceptions … 

your attitude … your faithfulness and countenance? – The wise man builds his house 

upon the Rock of Jesus Christ and it stands firm despite the worst this world has to offer.   

 

His tree continues to bear fruit in all seasons … come flood or drought … He stands firm 

and remains fruitful.   

 

Difficult, but so important because that’s the real difference between a good person and a 

Christian.  The merely good person will fail in his own strength, but the Christian will 

succeed in God’s strength.   

 

One falls and one stands … you will know them by their fruit!   

 

 


