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This morning’s text reads so much like a great novel that literally … no introduction is 

required. 

 

So, let’s just jump right in … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 9-13:  In the gospel of Luke … Matthew’s call is recorded this way … 

 

Luke 5:27 [Jesus] went out and noticed a tax collector named Levi sitting in 

the tax booth, and He said to him, "Follow Me."  28 And he left everything 

behind, and got up and began to follow Him.  

 

So, Matthew’s surname was Levi and he was a Tax Collector (also known as a Publican). 

 He was a Jew, but he collected taxes for Rome.  And that, along with the fact that he was 

widely known as a crook, made him detestable in the eyes of virtually every Jew.   

 

Tax collectors, like Matthew were despised and yet Jesus is breaking bread with a whole 

gaggle of ‘em.  And it wasn’t only tax collectors that Jesus fellowshipped with … 

  

Luke 7:36 Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him, 

and He entered the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table.  37 And there 

was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was 

reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster vial of 

perfume, 38 and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet 

His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and 

kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume.  39 Now when the 

Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were 

a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is 

touching Him, that she is a sinner." 40 And Jesus answered him, "Simon, I 

have something to say to you." And he replied, "Say it, Teacher." 41 "A 

moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty.  42 "When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. 

So which of them will love him more?"  43 Simon answered and said, "I 

suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have 

judged correctly." 44 Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, "Do you 

see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but 

she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  45 "You 

gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My 
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feet.  46 "You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with 

perfume.  47 "For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have 

been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little." 

48 Then He said to her, "Your sins have been forgiven." 

 

Matthew and this prostitute were very aware of their own sinful states.  They knew what 

they were saved from and that awareness caused a genuine gratefulness to swell up 

within them.   

 

Listen again to how Luke’s words show us Matthew gratefulness … 

 

[Jesus] said to him, "Follow Me." and he left everything behind, and got up 

and began to follow Him. 

 

Grateful Christians are obedient Christians.  And beyond that … Luke says this about 

this dinner gathering … 

 

Luke 5:29 And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was 

a great crowd of tax collectors and other people who were reclining at the 

table with them.  

 

So, Grateful Christians are, not only, obedient Christians, they’re also zealous Christians.  

 

Matthew wanted the people he associated with to meet Jesus … so he throws a party for 

Jesus and His disciples and invites everyone he knows.  

 

A bunch of tax collectors along with a bunch of sinners from various walks of life.  And 

for some reason, a group of religious people are also in attendance.   

 

And being good religious people, they got right to work being divisive.  They go to the 

Lord’s followers and begin questioning them about Jesus’ actions.  A great example of 

what NOT to do! 

 

Q. But isn’t Jesus’ response beautiful? -- King David (Who’s an Old Testament picture 

of Christ), after he’d been anointed as king, but before he took the thrown … was running 

from King Saul in the desert.   

 

1st Samuel 22:2 Everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in 

debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him; and he became 

captain over them. Now there were about four hundred men with him.  

 

This is the group that became known as David’s Mighty Men.  And indeed, they did 

accomplish many mighty things in God’s strength.   

 

1st Corinthians 1:27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to 

shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame 
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the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the 

despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the 

things that are  

 

We are in Christ because we need to be healed.  We need to be cleansed.  We need to be 

saved! But these Pharisees were followers of a religion … not followers of the One the 

religion was based on.   

 

Sacrifices are external, observable, quantifiable acts, but compassion is from the heart. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 14-17:   We’ve touched on the practice of fasting before … how it’s a time of 

reduced distraction so that we might commune with the Lord more closely … and we’ve 

also established that it certainly has a legitimate place in Christian life.     

 

So, when the disciples of John the Baptist come asking the Lord questions about fasting, 

He answers them, as He often did, with a question of His own … “Why would My 

disciples need to spiritually commune with Me through fasting when they can physically 

commune with Me?”  But, then He added this qualifier … “But, I won’t be here on this 

earth much longer and when I have ascended to the right hand of the Father, then they 

will fast to spiritually commune with Me”.   

 

The practice of the Pharisees was to fast twice every week and to do so very publicly so 

as to appear very pious … very religious.   

 

But verses 16-17 really wrap up this whole idea of religion verses relationship; outward 

works verses inward change.   

 

Let’s read it together as it’s recorded in Luke’s account … 

 

Luke 5:36 … He was … telling them …: "No one tears a piece of cloth from a 

new garment and puts it on an old garment; otherwise he will both tear the 

new, and the piece from the new will not match the old.  37 "And no one puts 

new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and 

it will be spilled out, and the skins will be ruined. 38 "But new wine must be 

put into fresh wineskins.  39 "And no one, after drinking old wine wishes for 

new; for he says, "The old is good enough.'" 

 

Clearly … Jesus isn’t merely responding to their question about fasting. He’s making the 

point that … you can’t just put a face lift on your religion.   

 

Jesus said in … 

 

Luke 22:20 ....  "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in 

My blood. 

 

The only way to partake of this new covenant is to get a heart transplant.   
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The heart that a natural man has is corrupt.  It’s stuck on evil and it can NOT be fixed by 

any of the usual acts of religion.  It must simply be replaced.   

 

Revisiting verse 39 of Luke 5 it says. "And no one, after drinking old wine wishes for 

new; for he says, "The old is good enough.'".   

 

I love the adage “If better is possible, then good is not enough”.  “Oh but, that’s the way 

we’ve always done it”.   

 

If it’s not God’s revealed will … then look for a better way to do it … because good is 

not enough!  

 

Traditions have such a strong pull on human heart strings … but again … If it’s not 

God’s revealed will … then look for a better way to do it … because good is not enough! 

The new covenant, as Jesus describes it, is just too big to fit into any shell of religion”.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 18-26:  Before we dig in here … bear with me as I read it from Mark’s record … 

Mark 5:22 One of the synagogue officials named Jairus came up, and on 

seeing Him, fell at His feet 23 and implored Him earnestly, saying, “My little 

daughter is at the point of death; please come and lay Your hands on her, so 

that she will get well and live.” 24 And He went off with him; and a large 

crowd was following Him and pressing in on Him. 25 A woman who had had 

a hemorrhage for twelve years, 26 and had endured much at the hands of 

many physicians, and had spent all that she had and was not helped at all, 

but rather had grown worse— 27 after hearing about Jesus, she came up in 

the crowd behind Him and touched His cloak. 28 For she thought, “If I just 

touch His garments, I will get well.” 29 Immediately the flow of her blood 

was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction. 

30 Immediately Jesus, perceiving in Himself that the power proceeding from 

Him had gone forth, turned around in the crowd and said, “Who touched My 

garments?” 31 And His disciples said to Him, “You see the crowd pressing in 

on You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’” 32 And He looked around to see 

the woman who had done this. 33 But the woman fearing and trembling, 

aware of what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and told 

Him the whole truth. 34 And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made 

you well; go in peace and be healed of your affliction.” 35 While He was still 

speaking, they came from the house of the synagogue official, saying, “Your 

daughter has died; why trouble the Teacher anymore?” 36 But Jesus, 

overhearing what was being spoken, said to the synagogue official, “Do not 

be afraid any longer, only believe.” 37 And He allowed no one to accompany 

Him, except Peter and James and John the brother of James. 38 They came 

to the house of the synagogue official; and He saw a commotion, and people 

loudly weeping and wailing. 39 And entering in, He said to them, “Why make 

a commotion and weep? The child has not died, but is asleep.” 40 They began 
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laughing at Him. But putting them all out, He took along the child’s father 

and mother and His own companions, and entered the room where the child 

was. 41 Taking the child by the hand, He said to her, “Talitha kum!” (which 

translated means, “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 42 Immediately the girl 

got up and began to walk, for she was twelve years old. And immediately they 

were completely astounded. 43 And He gave them strict orders that no one 

should know about this, and He said that something should be given her to 

eat. 

So, two stories overlapping and wrapping into one.  Both stories of healing, but so 

different from one another.   

 

Secular history records that Jairus was the administrator of the Capernaum synagogue 

where Jesus often worshipped.   And he comes asking Jesus to heal is only daughter.   

 

Jesus willingly begins to follow Him, but as often happened to the Lord, the crowds 

pressed in around Him.  Kinda like being in a traffic jam. 

 

And I have to wonder what Jairus is thinking.  His only daughter is lying at home dying. 

 He’d finally reached the Lord and the Lord had honored his request and they were on 

their way and then … oh no!  All these people … and their pace slows significantly.   

 

Those of us who have children can sympathize with him.  If anything could cause more 

pain than the loss of a child … I don’t know what it would be.  Oh, how frustrated Jairus 

must have been with this snail’s pace, but at least they’re still moving.   

 

And then … the Lord stops and turns around to see who’d touched Him.   

 

Let me read this in Luke …   

 

Luke 8:45 And Jesus said, "Who is the one who touched Me?" And while 

they were all denying it, Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding and 

pressing in on You." 46 But Jesus said, "Someone did touch Me, for I was 

aware that power had gone out of Me." 47 When the woman saw that she 

had not escaped notice, she came trembling and fell down before Him, and 

declared in the presence of all the people the reason why she had touched 

Him, and how she had been immediately healed. 48 And He said to her, 

"Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace." 

 

The crowd is all around Him and clamoring for His attention, but despite the chaos the 

Lord perceived that someone had received a healing from His power.  In fact, He wasn’t 

as aware of the touch as He was the pull on His miraculous power.   

 

Now don’t miss the fact that this woman was a Jew, so as if it wasn’t bad enough to bleed 

every day for 12 years, according to Jewish law this woman would have been considered 
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unclean because of her menstruation and would not have been allowed into the 

synagogue to worship.   

 

Q. And what was Jairus’ job again? – He was the synagogue administrator.  He would 

have been the one to turn her away at the gate.  So, I’m sure their relationship would have 

seemed irreparable. 

 

People will often wonder and sometimes ask … WHY.  A loved one is ill and God seems 

deaf to our prayers for healing.   

 

Like Paul who had a thorn in his side that the Lord refused to heal.  Well, before we leave 

Luke’s account let me read the next two verses …  

 

Luke 8:49 While He was still speaking, someone came from the house of the 

synagogue official, saying, "Your daughter has died; do not trouble the 

Teacher anymore." 50 But when Jesus heard this, He answered him, "Do not 

  be afraid any longer; only believe, and she will be made well." 

 

Q. You don’t suppose that this woman had bled for 12 years for just this occasion, 

do you? For the sake of this desperate father? 

 

The word “coincidence” is a word that should be illegal for a Christian.  Jairus has just 

received word that his daughter has died.  And if it hadn’t been for this crowd and in 

particular, this woman, slowing Jesus down … she’d be alive. 

 

He’d heard this unclean woman declare what had happened in verse 47.  He’d witnessed 

her healing and heard the Lord’s words “your faith has made you well”.   

 

I believe that this woman’s 12-year illness was to lift Jairus’ faith at just this moment.   

 

I’d love to know what great things Jairus went on to do.  I’d also love to have a 

description of next time this woman and this Synagogue Administrator met at the temple 

gate!  I’ll bet there was loud rejoicing every time they met from this day forward because 

they now had the bond of Christ.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 27-31:  Once again, the faith of man meets with the power of God and something 

miraculous results … in this case, two blind men are given sight!   

 

And again, Jesus instructs them to keep the news to themselves.  So … they went out and 

told everyone it says.   

 

We can’t condone their disobedience, but at the same time we should admire their zeal.  I 

wish we all had that kind of fire for spreading Jesus.   

 

And I know … some would say, “Well if He had healed me from blindness … then I 

would have that kind of fire”.   



 7 

 

Q. Are you a Christian? -- Because if you are then Jesus has granted you much more 

than just physical sight.  You’ve received the greatest healing of all … you’ve been given 

that heart transplant that you needed (Ezekiel 36:26). 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 32-35:  Power over demons, power over despair and power over disease! 

 

This particular exorcism is noteworthy, because the belief and teaching among the 

religious leaders of that day was that the name of the demon had to be known before it 

could be cast out.   

 

So, to have a demon as a mute was the worst possible situation.  The religious leaders 

would have been stumped, but Jesus had no trouble, which embarrassed and angered the 

Pharisees. 

 

So, they started slinging mud about Jesus working for Satan.  A charge that Jesus 

responds to in Mark 3:22-27 if you want to read it later. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 36-38:  Jesus is moved with compassion for the people as He compares them to 

sheep without a shepherd.   

  

I was blessed to grow up in the country and adjacent to our place was a 623 acre sheep 

ranch.  And if, like me, you’ve ever watched sheep … you know exactly why the Bible 

compares us to them so many times.   

 

They are dumb, vulnerable and disobedient creatures of habit!  They need a lot of help!  

And so do we! 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: And over 2,000 years later … nothing’s changed.  We still need a shepherd. 

 We still need the wisdom and protection and provision of the Good Shepherd.  

 

And if we try to get along without submitting to Him … We become distressed and our 

spirits drop.   

 

Ask anyone here who’s had a close walk with the Lord for any period of time.  They’ll 

tell you that the most miserable time you can experience, is the time spent outside of the 

will of God.   

 

Physical healings and signs and wonders will never bring about a quiet and content spirit 

and the lack of such a miracle is never the underlying cause of our distress.   

 

If you received a check in the mail for $100 … you’d be thankful, unless you were 

expecting $1,000. 
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In like manner, we can say “I’m distressed and my spirit is low because God hasn’t 

healed me or He hasn’t healed my loved one or He hasn’t replaced my car”, but what we 

might perceive as complacency on God’s part is NOT the cause of our distress.   

 

Our distress is caused by that little box that we try to keep God in.  That box of what we 

“expect” from God.  Let Him reign in your life!  May He reign in mine! 

 

Having faith in Jesus Christ brings a spiritual healing.   

Spiritual healing brings thankfulness and … 

True thankfulness causes obedience.   

Finally, it’s obedience to the Great Shepherd, submission to His 

authority that lifts our distresses and quiets our spirits. 

 

Q. Do you have a quiet and content spirit this morning? – If not … check and see 

where the chain’s broken and fix it.   

 

Receive the Lord’s offer of a spiritual healing by faith in Him … be thankful and show 

your thankfulness by obedience.  Because the fountain of joy is found in the land known 

as Thankful Obedience to Jesus! 


