
 1 

Gospel of Matthew 

Chapter 10:40-11:15 
“A Voice Crying in the Wilderness” 

*All scripture references are from the NASU unless otherwise noted* 

 

Calvary Chapel Fellowship of Enid 

Matthew W. Thoms, Pastor/Teacher 

February 2017 
 

About twenty years ago, a young man by the name of Joshua Harris wrote a book called 

“I Kissed Dating Goodbye”.  It sold about a gazillion copies and, in my opinion, remains 

a “must read”.  Well … in that book, he described a college painting class in which the 

professor was an accomplished artist as well as an educator.   

 

And he talks about how that professor arranged the classroom and distributed 

supplies prior to one particular class meeting.  And when that class began he 

unveiled one of his most famous paintings in front of the class and ask each 

student to reproduce it on their own.   

 

But as they began … they noticed that some students had a palette of nothing but 

blue paint … others had only one large brush and nothing smaller with which to 

paint detail.   

 

As the students began to grumble about the unfairness of the assignment, the 

professor assured them that the grading system would take into consideration the 

supplies that each student had been given.  Each student was to simply do the best 

they could … with what they had. 

 

And Jesus made that same point when Mary anointed His feet … He said of her … 

 

Mark 14:8 "She has done what she could …” 

 

Now as we jump into our text this morning, I want you to keep those words in mind … 

and I want you to hear them in your own head … hear them with the same approving and 

pleased tone with which Jesus spoke them … “He (or she) has done what they could”. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 40-42:  To receive Jesus or a prophet or a godly man or a disciple in the name of 

that office or ministry merits the same reward as the one who actually fills that office.   

 

A truth that reveals to us again … God’s desire to bless us with His grace … to give us 

what we do not deserve. 

 

But to “receive in the name of….” means to accept that person … not based on how 

likable they are, or how well dressed they are, but to accept them because they are a 

fellow servant of the God … PERIOD! 
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Which makes it pretty silly for us to ever be jealous over a brother or sister’s talents and 

gifts.  We’re to rejoice with them and trust God.   

 

God’s team is singular … so when God wins … each member of His team wins … no 

matter who actually crosses the goal line or drains the three-pointer!   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 11 verse 1:  He left to “teach” and to “preach” in the hometowns of His 

disciples.  

 

To preach is to make a public proclamation … while teaching is the impartation of 

didactic instruction.  Preaching is aimed at presenting the gospel to the lost while 

teaching is to spiritually mature the saved.   

 

I’ve always felt that my job here is to equip you, the saints (Ephesians 4:12), which 

makes me, primarily, a teacher … not a preacher.   

 

But just as Jesus does here, under the guidance, and in the strength, of the Spirit … we 

are all capable of both when called upon.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 2-6:  Just as a warning … we’re going to have to do some digging and quite a bit 

of cross-referencing to get all the spiritual nutrients out of this passage.  So, let’s get 

started with … 

 

John 1:19 This is the testimony of John [the Baptist], when the Jews sent to 

him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 20 And 

he confessed … "I am not the Christ." 21 They asked him, "What then? Are 

you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he 

answered, "No." 

 

So, the Jews were expectantly waiting on three people … all of them prophesied of in the 

Old Testament; the Messiah (Genesis 3:14-15), Elijah (Malachi 4:5) and a prophet 

(Deuteronomy 18:15).  So, they ask John if he is the fulfillment of any of the three 

prophesied roles.  “No” he says.   

 

Remember the political landscape of the Jewish nation at this time … they were 

controlled and oppressed by Rome.  So as the Jews read the scriptures, their focus was 

often on the passages that describe the coming the Messiah as a conquering king.   

 

Psalm 2, for instance, prophetically says He will be a king and Psalm 72 … that all the 

other kings will bow down to Him. 

 

Isaiah says of John’s role of proclamation to the Jews …  

 

61:1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has 

anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up 

the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to 



 3 

prisoners; 2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD And the day of 

vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, 3 To grant those who 

mourn in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness 

instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So 

they will be called oaks of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He 

may be glorified. 4 Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, They will raise 

up the former devastations; And they will repair the ruined cities, The 

desolations of many generations. 5 Strangers will stand and pasture your 

flocks, And foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers. 6 But you 

will be called the priests of the LORD; You will be spoken of as ministers of 

our God. You will eat the wealth of nations, And in their riches you will 

boast. 7 Instead of your shame you will have a double portion, And instead of 

humiliation they will shout for joy over their portion. Therefore they will 

possess a double portion in their land, Everlasting joy will be theirs.  

 

So, in their oppressed state the Jews weren’t looking for a Spiritual leader, but a political 

and military leader.  Someone to deliver them from the Romans. 

 

Then John the Baptist bounds onto the scene and announces the Messiah’s arrival …but 

the Messiah he announced … didn’t immediately liberate the Jews from Roman 

occupation … 

 

Q. So, how many times a day do you think someone came to John’s prison cell to 

mock him and plant doubts in his mind? -- “Hey John … I thought this Jesus was 

going to take over!”  “What happened to all your prophesies about The Messiah John?”  

 

So, when John sends his disciples to the Lord with the question of Matthew 11:3, it’s 

really more John questioning his own understanding … than questioning the Messiahship 

of Jesus.   

 

We can interpret his words as saying, “Lord have I been confused about what You came 

to do?  I know the scripture says these things will happen, but are You the one that’s 

going to do them or is it going to be someone else?” 

 

Put yourself in John’s shoes.  I know I’d want some reassurances in his situation. 

 

And the Lord provides that reassurance.  He takes him back to the scriptures to show him 

the fulfillment of prophecy and that puts John right back on track.   

 

And Jesus says in verse 6 …blessed is he who does not take offense at Me.   

 

We read in Isaiah … 

 

Isaiah 8:14 He [that is, Jesus] will be as a sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling 

and a rock of offense …. 
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And indeed, many did stumble over Jesus and were offended by Him, but not John.  John 

was holding strong even in the face of imprisonment and impending execution.    

 

Q. And each of us face that same decision … will you take your stand on Him … or 

stubble over Him? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 7-10:  As John’s disciples leave Jesus to return to him, Jesus begins speaking to 

the crowd that had overheard His conversation with John.   

 

And He asks this crowd the same question … three times; “What did you go out into 

the wilderness to see?”  

 

He’s referring to the wilderness of Judea where John the Baptist first proclaimed Jesus as 

the Messiah (Matthew 3:1).   

 

Q. What did you go to see? -- A reed shaken by the wind? A man dressed in soft 

clothing?  Or a prophet? –  

 

The first two answers intentionally make no sense: 

 

1. Q. Who’s going to travel all the way to the Judean desert to see a weed 

blowing in the wind? 

 

2. And if you wanted to see a man dressed in a soft robe … you’d go to the palace, 

not the desert. 

 

So, they must have gone to the desert to see a prophet, and, as Jesus says … even more 

than a prophet.   

 

John wasn’t trying to win a popularity contest or get elected to public office.  He wasn’t 

looking to, nor interested in, pleasing men.   

 

He wasn’t easily swayed like a reed in the wind and he certainly wasn’t influenced by 

riches.  He was clothed in camel hide (Matthew 3:4), not soft clothing.   

 

John was a prophet.  He spoke forth what God told him to speak.  He didn’t water it 

down nor did he add to it.  He didn’t change it for popularity’s sake nor did he sell it for 

riches.  He was a true prophet of God.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 11:  I bought my first personal computer in 1986.  It was an IBM XT with 10 

megabytes of memory, a monochrome monitor and weighed about 50 pounds.  But in 

1986 it was a good computer.   

 

Similarly, John the Baptist was the greatest of the pre-Christian era prophets.  Old 

Testament Prophets like David and Isaiah all told us that the Messiah was coming, but 

John had the privilege of announcing His actual arrival.  He was a very blessed man. 
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But as residents of The Age of Grace … we have been granted access to the very Throne 

Room of God by the blood of Christ.   

 

Mark 15:37 … Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last. 38 And the 

veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 

 

The veil that separated David and Isaiah and John the Baptist from God has been torn in 

two by Christ’s sacrifice.  So that we can walk right through the barrier that stopped 

every generation before the cross.   

 

That’s why Jesus says John is the greatest and the least … at the same time.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 12-13:  For thousands of years the Law and the prophets had been recording two 

opposing views as God moved His servants to write.   

 

The Law of God was the embodiment of rituals and rules … even as the prophets foretold 

of the coming Messiah who would fulfill the Law and supersede the rituals.   

 

And, without a doubt … at the time of John the Baptist’s arrival … the keeping of the 

rules and rituals was in the forefront.   

 

So, he really stirred up a hornet’s nest when he told them they needed to set aside their 

focus on the religious rules and ceremonies and focus on the Messiah.   

 

But Jesus did tell us in the last chapter that He “did not come to bring peace”.  He said 

that families would divide over Him and even from John’s proclamation of Him … they 

did.   

 

Some held tenaciously to the cause of Judaism and others were equally passionate for the 

cause of Christianity.  The result was division and violence.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now before we get into verses 14-15 … we’re gonna need some background.   

 

So, turn with me, if you would please, to the 4th chapter of Malachi … 

 

5 "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 

the great and terrible day of the LORD.  6 "He will restore the hearts of the 

fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so 

that I will not come and smite the land with a curse." 

 

Malachi wrote those words about 425 B.C. but Elijah died in 852 B.C. … some 400 years 

before Malachi said he was coming.   
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So, the prophecy is that the Old Testament prophet, Elijah would come back.  If you’re 

not familiar with Elijah you can read about his life between 1st Kings Chapter 17 and 

2nd Kings Chapter 10.   

 

But for the sake of brevity … we’re only going to look at one passage from that history 

this morning … 

 

2nd Kings 2:11 As they [That is, the prophets, Elijah and Elisha] were going 

along and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire 

which separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to 

heaven. 12 Elisha saw it and cried out, "My father, my father, the chariots of 

Israel and its horsemen!" And he saw Elijah no more. … 

 

So, Elijah became one of only two humans to go to Heaven without dying.  The other, of 

course, was Enoch in Genesis 5 (verse 24).   

 

And the prophecy in Malachi, in addition to telling us that Elijah would return … gives 

us a time frame for it and even a little about what he’ll do when he comes back. 

 

The 5th verse says … 

 

…. I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great 

and terrible day of the LORD…. 

 

The “great and terrible day of the Lord” is a reference to the Lord’s Second Coming to 

this earth.  You can read all about that in Revelation 20 if it’s not familiar.  It will be a 

great day for those who know and serve the Lord, but it would be a truly terrible day for 

those who don’t.   

 

Q. And what will Elijah do when he returns? 

 

Malachi 5:6 "He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and 

the hearts of the children to their fathers …. " 

 

Q. Remember what Jesus said in the 10th chapter of Matthew? 

 

Matthew 10:35 "For I came to SET A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, AND 

A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER … 

 

Q. So, has the family unity and peace that Elijah will restore occurred yet? – No.   

 

Now let’s read … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 14-15: So, Jesus declares that John the Baptist is Elijah.   

 

Q. But do you remember what John said about himself in John 1, verse 19? … 
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… when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

"Who are you?" 20 And he confessed … "I am not the Christ." 21 They 

asked him, "… Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not." "Are you the 

Prophet?" And he answered, "No."   

 

Now … hang in there because there are two more passages that we need to look at before 

we can tie this mess up.   

 

The first … is a prophecy spoken by the Angel Gabriel when he was speaking with John 

the Baptist’s father, Zacharias about John’s pending birth … 

 

Luke 1:15 "For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no 

wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his 

mother's womb. 16 "And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the 

Lord their God.  17 "It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the 

spirit and power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS 

BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the disobedient to the attitude of the 

righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 

 

So, Gabriel said that John would come “in the spirit and power of Elijah”, but not the 

person of Elijah.   

 

The second passage that we need to look at is a conversation between Jesus and His 

disciples on their way down from the Mount of Transfiguration.  The place where the 

apostles Peter, James and John saw Jesus in His glorified state speaking with Moses and 

ELIJAH … 

 

Matthew 17:9 As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus 

commanded them, saying, "Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man has 

risen from the dead." 10 And His disciples asked Him, "Why then do the 

scribes say that Elijah must come first?" 11 And He answered and said, 

"Elijah is coming and will restore all things; 12 but I say to you that Elijah 

already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they 

wished. So, also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands." 13 Then 

the disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist. 

 

John the Baptist was a partial fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy that Elijah would return. 

Jesus and the angel, Gabriel both said that he was coming in the name of Elijah, but Jesus 

also said that “there’s more to come” and all that remains will be fulfilled when Christ 

returns to establish His reign on the earth (Revelation 20). 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  

 

Matthew 20:1 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 

early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.  2 "When he had 
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agreed with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his 

vineyard.  3 "And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing 

idle in the market place; 4 and to those he said, "You also go into the 

vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.' And so they went. 5 "Again 

he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did the same thing.  6 

"And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing 

around; and he said to them, "Why have you been standing here idle all day 

long?'  7 "They said to him, "Because no one hired us.' He said to them, 

"You go into the vineyard too.'  8 "When evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his foreman, "Call the laborers and pay them their wages, 

beginning with the last group to the first.'  9 "When those hired about the 

eleventh hour came, each one received a denarius.  10 "When those hired 

first came, they thought that they would receive more; but each of them also 

received a denarius.  11 "When they received it, they grumbled at the 

landowner, 12 saying, "These last men have worked only one hour, and you 

have made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the scorching 

heat of the day.'  13 "But he answered and said to one of them, "Friend, I am 

doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius?  14 "Take 

what is yours and go, but I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. 

 15 "Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my own? Or is 

your eye envious because I am generous?' 16 "So the last shall be first, and 

the first last." 

 

 “I am generous” the owner of it all says.    

 

I consider people like the prophet Elijah and John the Baptist and the Lord’s disciples and 

so many others … and I consider the enormous role they played in “the kingdom of 

Heaven” as the Lord refers to it.  I consider their sacrifice and how they carried the 

burden and endured the scorching heat of their day.  

 

And I do not see how we can be considered in the same sentence with them, because I 

know that I am an 11
th
 hour laborer.   

 

And yet God’s promised us the same reward.  All He asks is that we serve Him to the 

best of our ability … right where we are and with what we’ve been given.   


