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Gospel of Matthew 

Chapter 12:31-50 
“Part of the Family” 

*All scripture references are from the NASU unless otherwise noted* 

 

Calvary Chapel Fellowship of Enid 

Matthew W. Thoms, Pastor/Teacher 

February 2018 
 

10:00 -10:05 Announcements & Prayer 

10:06-10:26 Praise & Worship 
10:27-11:15 Teaching 
11:16-11:20 Praise & Worship 

11:21 Dismiss or Other Function 
 

Announcement:  

________________________________________________________________ 

Teaching:  We left off last Sunday having made it through verse 30 of Matthew 12.  

 

So, let’s just jump right back in there with verse 30 … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 30-32: As we look at the specifics of this passage, it’s important that we not lose 

track of the overall theme of where we are in Matthew’s Gospel. 

 

Remember that Matthew’s Gospel is written to the Jews.  From chapter one, verse one, 

Matthew’s been proving over and over again that Jesus fulfilled all of the requirements 

of the Old Testament … and that He is the Messiah.  

 

And where Matthew’s Gospel leaves off … the account of John the Baptist is picked up 

on other gospels with his bold proclamations of Jesus.  And, of course, Jesus Himself 

showed in countless ways that He was the Messiah … He even identified Himself as 

such.   

 

But despite all that ... as we’ve seen, the Pharisees and other religious leaders of the day, 

have rejected and rejected His ministry and deity. And as verse 30 says here … they were 

scattering the people.   

 

Which brings us to verses 31 & 32 and the topic of Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now I know that words like sin and blasphemy don’t typically evoke joy, but as you read 

this … don’t miss the promise … 

 

Matthew 12:31 …. I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven … 

 

Hey … that is cause for joy.  But we also have to recognize that this is, most definitely, 

NOT an unconditional promise.  The condition is Jesus!  Accept Jesus as Lord and Savior 
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and … any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven …. But refuse Him and you will be 

eternally condemned.  

 

Q. So how then, are we to interpret this sin that will not be forgiven … the one 

“unforgivable sin”? – John chapter 16!  John chapter 16 (verses 5-15) is how we’re 

to interpret it.   

 

Q. So what does John 16 tell us? – It tells us that it is the Holy Spirit who calls us to 

salvation and it is Jesus who provides the salvation we’re called to.   

 

Maybe you’re in a church service … or maybe your sitting in your living room with a 

friend … and you hear the gospel invitation of Christ.   

 

Someone explains to you that since you’re not perfect … since you’ve made mistakes … 

you’ve sinned. And since you’ve sinned, you can’t go to Heaven.  Since you’ve sinned … 

Hell is the only possible destination for you when this life is over.   

 

But then they also explain that forgiveness is available through the sacrifice of Jesus.  

That you have an opportunity to trade your sin for Jesus’ perfection.  That’s why it’s 

called “The Good News!”   

 

It’s a lot to think about.  Jesus offers us a trade.  He’ll save us if we’ll commit ourselves 

to Him.  So, it’s a big decision.  And as your mind is racing … your heart begins to 

pound … and your hands begin to sweat.  This urge to scream comes over you.  You find 

yourself wanting to throw your hands up in air and run around the room and you begin to 

think you’ve lost your mind!  

 

That’s called the wooing of the Holy Spirit.  Feels a lot like falling head over heels in 

love!  Exhilarating, intoxicating, exciting and terrifying!   

 

Now some people will hear the gospel, feel the pull of the Holy Spirit on their heart and 

immediately submit.  They accept Christ and the eternal salvation He offers.  

 

But others are more stubborn.  They’ll hear the gospel and feel the tug of the Spirit, but 

resist.  They’ll grab hold of the chair they’re sitting on so their arms won’t spontaneously 

reach up for God and their legs won’t carry them toward the front of the sanctuary.  

They’ll breathe through the pounding of their heart and wipe their sweaty palms on the 

front of their pants! 

 

To most of us … these scenes are familiar … we can relate to these scenarios.   

 

Q. But at what point does our stubborn resistance become an unforgivable sin? – I 

don’t know.  In reality, no one knows when, but with certainty … it IS our stubborn 

resistance that becomes the one unforgivable sin. 
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Go back to our second scenario.  The Spirit calls and you resist and as you do … your 

heart hardens just a little bit.  The Spirit calls on another occasion and again … you resist 

and as you do … your heart hardens just a little bit more.  

 

Q.  So how many times do you get to do that before your heart is too hard? –  

 

See … as our heart hardens … our spiritual ears become more and more hard of hearing.  

We become less and less sensitive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit … less and less 

aware of His whispered invitation.   

 

Q.  How many times can you do that before you can’t hear Him at all? – No one 

knows, but when you reach that point … you have committed the one and only 

“unforgivable sin” called blasphemy of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Q. Why is that an unforgivable sin? – Because there is only one source of forgiveness 

… the blood of Jesus Christ.  So, when someone, despite the Spirit’s promptings, rejects 

the only source of forgiveness there is … there remains no way for that person to be 

forgiven.  It is therefore, an “unforgivable sin”.  

 

Again, the context here is the Pharisees and their rejection of the Lord.   

 

Q. So, had they crossed the line of no return at this point? – They’d witnessed His 

miracles and His love.  They saw the impact He had on those that followed Him … and 

yet they rejected Him time and time again. 

 

Q. So can this “unforgivable sin” still be committed today? – Sure.  

 

Q. Has anyone in here committed this unforgivable sin? – Highly unlikely! 

 

Q. Why do I say that? – Because you’re here!   

 

Had you already hardened your heart beyond the point of being reachable … you’d have 

little reason to be here this morning.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 33: Some of Satan’s favorite lies center around the idea that we can walk the fence 

between Christianity and the world.  That we can live a lukewarm Christian life.  That we 

can hold hands with God and play footsie with Satan at the same time. 

 

But in verse 30 of this chapter, Jesus said … “If you’re not with Me, you’re against 

Me.” 

 

In chapter 7 of this book (verses 13-14), Jesus said “You’re either on the narrow road 

that leads to Heaven or you’re on the wide road that leads to Hell.” 

 

In Revelation chapter 3 (verse 16), He says that “Lukewarm Christians make Him 

vomit”.  
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And here in verse 33 He says again that there is no middle ground … The tree is either 

good or bad … the choice is yours, but the choice you make will be revealed by the fruit 

you bear.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 34-37: Don’t disconnect from the verses we just looked at … Jesus is making the 

point that “blasphemy of the Holy Spirit” isn’t committed by the words we speak … but 

by the content of our heart.   

 

And it’s an important point because many have believed and taught that using the Spirit’s 

name in vain will send you straight to Hell, but Jesus debunks that notion here.   

 

Q. It’s a sobering fact isn’t it?  That … our speech is nothing more than a reflection 

of what’s in our hearts? 

 

Still … people can get tripped up by verses 36 and 37 so let’s look at those again …  

 

Matthew 12:36 "…. every careless word that people speak, they shall give an 

accounting for it in the day of judgment. 37 "For by your words you will be 

justified, and by your words you will be condemned." 

 

Q. But think with me … is it really possible that we could be justified merely by the 

words we speak.  Can we earn a right standing before God simply by cleaning up 

our vocabulary … by saying nice things? – Of course not … and neither can we be 

condemned.  

 

Our speech only reflects what’s in our heart.  But what’s in our heart … by that we can 

and will, be … either justified or condemned.  So, make sure Jesus is in your heart.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 38:  This is the same group that’s seen Jesus cleanse lepers … restore sight … heal 

the lame and raise the dead.   

 

Q. And they say “We want to see a sign”? – But no one’s ever been saved by a sign.  

We’re saved by faith in the one capable of producing a sign (Ephesians 2:8).   But 

merely believing what we’ve seen … that’s observation … not faith! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 39-42:  Back in verse 6 of this chapter, Jesus said that He was greater than the 

temple.  Here He says that He is greater than Jonah and greater than King Solomon.   

 

Jonah, of course, was a great prophet.  In fact, he was such a great prophet, that the entire 

city of Nineveh repented at his preaching (Jonah 3&4)… but Jesus is a greater prophet.  

 

Solomon, on the other hand, was known for his great wisdom.  In fact, he’s credited with 

being the wisest man on earth in his day (1
st
 Kings 4:30).  But compared to Jesus, 

Solomon comes up pathetically short.  
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So, when the religious leaders ask Jesus for another sign … The Wise Prophet tells them 

that the only sign they would get was His resurrection from the dead.   

 

He prophesied here that He would come back to life and emerge from the grave 3 days 

after being killed.  But in His wisdom, He refuses to be a performing monkey for their 

entertainment.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 43-45: We looked at this passage last week … how it relates to true repentance 

and the importance of filling every empty nook and cranny of your heart with the Lord.  

 

If you want to be internally protected from evil … fill up with the Light of the Lord 

because where there is light … there can be no darkness.  That’s not just a physical law 

… it’s a spiritual truth … 

 

1st John 4:4 …. greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 

 

Cleaned up and swept out is just religion.  What we need is to be filled up … and that 

requires a relationship with Jesus.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 46-50: In Mark 10:29 Jesus said … 

 

"Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters 

or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel's 

sake, 30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present 

age …. 

 

No matter what you may have heard on television … there’s nothing about that passage 

that’s referring to money … it’s talking about something much better than money … it’s 

talking about family.   

 

But not family that’s related to you only by genetics … it’s talking about family that’s 

related to you by choice!   

 

Now don’t take away from this that your blood relatives aren’t important.  Certainly, they 

are … in fact, Jesus says that that’s where your ministry is to begin … with your closest 

relatives (Acts 1:8).  

 

But … having said that … if your closest relatives are not followers of Christ … then 

they cannot be your closest relationship.   

 

The bond of the Holy Spirit is truly stronger than that of bloodline.  Our fellow servants 

in the gospel are a gift from God and the relationship that comes from being spiritual 

brothers and sisters is absolutely vital.   

 

As the old analogy of charcoal briquettes teaches … 
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If a brick of charcoal is in a pile with other briquettes it will remain hot until it’s 

all used up, but if you remove a briquette, even a red hot one, and set it off by 

itself … it will be stone cold within minutes.   

 

We need the brothers and sisters that God has gifted to us. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Most of us know April 1
st
 as April Fool’s Day.  A day for playing pranks 

and making fools of our friends and loved ones.  But in Christian circles, April 1
st
 is also 

known as, National Atheist’s Day because Psalm 14:1 says it is the fool who has said … 

 

… in his heart, "There is no God."… 

 

There is a total of eight different words in the original Hebrew and Greek that are all 

translated as “fool” in our English Bibles.  Because English is just not as precise or 

specific as those languages.   

 

In the original language, some of those words mean ignorant … others mean arrogant or 

stubborn.  Still others mean perverse or silly … lacking foresight or ungodly.   

 

The Hebrew language starts with a root or base word and makes it more specific by 

changing a letter or an accent and redefining it with more specificity and detail.   

 

Which is what they’ve done with the word “fool”.  The base or root word is nabel (naw-

bale') which means to wilt or to fall away.  And it’s this base that’s used in Psalm 14:1.   

 

That means that it includes all of those detailed definitions and more …  

 

Psalm 14:1 The fool (the ignorant, arrogant, stubborn, perverse, silly and 

ungodly … the fool), has said in his heart, "There is no God."… 

 

And indeed … the basis of all foolishness is not relying on God.  To reject Him or pull 

away from Him is at the center of all foolishness.   

 

Jesus gave us a parable that speaks to this in … 

 

Luke 12:16 … "The land of a rich man was very productive. 17 "And he 

began reasoning to himself, saying, "What shall I do, since I have no place to 

store my crops?' 18 "Then he said, "This is what I will do: I will tear down 

my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 

goods.  19 "And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for 

many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."' 20 "But God 

said to him, "You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now 

who will own what you have prepared?' 
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In the world’s eyes this wealthy man had it all and had it all together … but God said to 

him “you fool”.  Not because he was wealthy, but because he had “fallen away” from the 

Lord.  He had a “new god” … in this case it was wealth. 

 

Q. What about you?  What do you go to bed thinking about?  What do you wake up 

thinking about? What occupies you?  What brings you the greatest joy … or causes 

you the greatest heartache?   

 

Q. Is it Jesus and the things He says matter most … or … is it … 

Q. Your profession or your status?   

Q. Your money or your possessions?   

Q. Your looks or your car?   

Q. Your spouse or your kids? 

 

My prayer for each and every one of us is that when we stand before the Lord (because 

we will all stand before the Lord), that we will hear Him say those beautiful words “Well 

done thou good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:23).  And that not a single one of 

us would ever have to hear the Lord, or anyone else, say … “you fool”.   

 

Leave the foolishness to the world and simply recognize that you need Jesus.   

 

Q. Do you know the Lord personally? Have you told Him that you’re lost without 

Him and have you made a public proclamation of that?   

 

Romans 10:9 …. if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in 

your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with 

the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he 

confesses, resulting in salvation. 

 

Q. Do you know Jesus? 

 

James 2:19 reminds us that Knowing about Him isn’t enough … you must know Him 

and have a personal relationship with Him to have salvation.  

 

If you don’t know Him … it’s not because He hasn’t made a way for you … because He 

has.  And it’s not because He hasn’t called you … because He has.   

 

I don’t believe that anyone here this morning is beyond the point of no return.  If you 

were, you wouldn’t be here. 

 

Q. But how much Russian Roulette are you willing to play with your eternal soul? - 

There is a point of no return! 

 

Isaiah was quoting the Lord in chapter 49, verse 8, when He said … 
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... “In an acceptable time I have heard You, And in the day of salvation I 

have helped You …” … 

 

And the Apostle Paul follows up on that in 2
nd

 Corinthians 6:2 saying … 

 

… “Behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE TIME,” behold, now is “THE DAY OF 

SALVATION”— 

 

If you don’t know Jesus this morning, but you know that you need Him and you’re ready 

to let Him save you … make that commitment today.   

 

The Worship Team’s gonna come up and do two songs.  During that time … if you need 

to make that commitment … stand up and head to the back of the sanctuary.  Come back 

and meet with Pastor Scott or Pastor Steven or myself … most importantly though … 

meet with Jesus.  Let us pray with you and introduce you to Jesus, the best friend you’ll 

ever have. 

 

Let Him save you and let Him take over the rule of your life. 

 

Invitation as the Spirit Leads: Scharry, [          ] and I will be available in the back of 

the sanctuary and if you’ve never made a commitment to Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Savior or need to recommit or just have questions about what was covered this morning 

… please come and visit with one of us.   

 

Invite to fellowship: Christian Fundamentals 6:30 tonight 

 

 


