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Last week we talked about the transition in the Lord’s teaching style in the first half of 

chapter 13; from straight forward to symbolic parables.   

 

Back in chapter 12, the Lord warned His Jewish audience that they were coming 

dangerously close to hardening their own hearts to the point that they would no longer be 

able to hear the whispered voice of God’s Holy Spirit.   

 

And … as He changes His teaching style to parables, we began to see exactly that.  His 

disciples were confused, but got the message … the larger audience however, had no idea 

what He was talking about.  

 

Once again … for your notes, here’s a list of passages that tell us we cannot understand 

the deeper things of the Lord without the help of the Spirit (1st Corinthians 1:18 & 2:6; 

Romans 8:9; Jude 19 & 2nd Corinthians 4:3-6).  

 

A “Parable”, remember, is a physical example to help us grasp spiritual truth, but still, 

it’s symbolic … and can therefore, be misunderstood or misinterpreted.   

 

So, before we jump into this morning’s text, I wanna briefly review with you a rule for 

interpreting symbolism in the Bible, and in particular, the parables.  A simple rule with a 

fancy name called “expositional constancy”.   

 

The parable that we looked at last week, traditionally called “The Parable of the Sower” 

and its explanation isn’t just recorded in Matthew’s gospel, but in Mark’s as well.   

 

And in Mark’s record when the Lord’s disciples come to Him asking for further 

explanation … Jesus responds with a question of His own.  He asks … 

 

Mark 4:13 ….  "Do you not understand this parable? How will you 

understand all the parables?  

 

In other words, “You must understand this one to understand the rest”.  It’s telling us that 

there must be consistency from one parable to another … hence … this rule called 

expositional constancy.   
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The rule simply states that what an object symbolizes in one parable must be the same in 

all the others. That’s why the explanations that Lord gives us in these first few parables 

are so important.   

 

Q. So, what constants can we note so far? -- 

 

1.  First … the “soil” which we’re told, speaks of the human heart.  It can be hard 

and packed or it can be tilled up and soft. 

 

2. Secondly … the “sower” is the one who spreads the gospel.  In the parable of 

The Sower, it was man, but as we’ll see in a minute … sometimes it’s the Lord 

Himself and sometimes it’s Satan who does this.  Of course, in the case of Satan, 

he doesn’t spread the true gospel … he spreads a perverse version of it.  But the 

constant is that the sower is the “one who spreads the gospel”. 

 

3. “Fruit”, which the Lord says, symbolizes production on God’s behalf. 

Including the 17 specific types of spiritual fruit that are identified in the Bible.  

Things like … holiness (Romans 6:22), and love (Galatians 5), praise (Hebrews 

13:5) and obedience (1
st
 John 2:3-4).  

 

4.  The “sowing of seed”, but not the seed itself, as we’ll see, represents the 

planting of the Word of God.  The “sowing of seed” represents the planting of the 

Word of God.   

 

5. In Matthew’s account, Jesus defines the “weeds and thorns” as the worries of 

the world, and the deceitfulness of wealth, and in Mark’s Gospel (4:19) He adds, 

The desire for other things. 

 

6.  When used symbolically, “birds”, as explained in Matthew, always represents 

evil or the evil one. 

 

7. And lastly … “Roots” speak of spiritual depth and understanding. 

 

Expositional constants that will help us understand the parables yet to come.   

 

The Apostle Paul challenges us in 2nd Timothy 2:15 to “rightly divide the word of 

truth” and to avoid the temptation of applying our own interpretations of scripture.   

 

And that’s something that we must diligently guard against, especially when we’re 

dealing with spiritual symbolism … such as in the parables.   

 

Now … finally, let’s get into this morning’s scripture.  Picking it up in … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 24-30 & 36-43: So … The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares … 
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A landowner has his employees plant his field with “good” seed. But as the crop grows, 

they notice that the crop isn’t pure wheat.  It’s scattered with “tares”; a weed common to 

Palestine called Lolium temulentum.   

 

And there are a few things that we need to know about this plant before we can fully 

understand the spiritual point that the Lord’s making here:   

 

1. First … the seeds and the young plants if this weed … are indistinguishable from 

wheat.  You simply can’t tell the difference by looking at the seeds or young 

plants.   

 

2. Second, when this Lolium temulentum is pure, it’s actually edible, although it’s 

not useful for making breads and such like wheat is, but you can eat it.   

 

3. The problem is, that it’s prone to a fungal infection called Ergot.   

 

a. One of the crazy things about Ergot is that, you can actually get a 

prescription for it to treat migraine headaches.   

 

b. Ergot is the active ingredient in several medications and it works by 

causing blood vessels to squeeze down very tightly.  Which might be good 

if you’re a migraine sufferer, but with that mechanism of action, Ergot is 

also very deadly in uncontrolled doses.   

 

c. So, when an Israelite farmer had an infestation of tares in his wheat field 

… it presented a real problem.  If it wasn’t carefully sorted out and 

removed it could, literally, have deadly consequences.   

 

4. Another thing that we need to know about tares is that they become 

distinguishable from wheat … only when they ripen and bring forth a head of 

grain.  When the plant produces it’s “fruit” then the difference becomes more 

evident … although it’s still subtle.   

 

Q. Remember what Jesus said in … 

 

Matthew 7:16 "You will know them by their fruits. …. 

 

Which explains why … the landowner tells his servants to wait.  “Shall we pull 

out the tares?”, they ask, but the landowner wisely says “No … because you 

would cause too much damage to the wheat in the process.”   

 

But His plan doesn’t include ignoring the invaders either … rather He’s saying that 

condemning unto eternal destruction is not a job given to man.  That’s a job that’s He’s 

delegated to His angels and even then … it won’t take place until the last day.   
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All the way back in Matthew 7, we talked extensively about verses 1-5.  Verses that say 

… 

 

Matthew 7:1 "Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2 "For in the way 

you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be 

measured to you. 3 "Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's 

eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 "Or how can you say 

to your brother, "Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log 

is in your own eye? 5 "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, 

and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. 

 

This passage … and others like it, as well as the parable of the tares are just so often 

misinterpreted and misused.   

 

Q. Think with me … what would happen if those slaves had never noticed the tares?  

What if the tares had been unwittingly harvested along with wheat?  How many 

people would have gotten ill or even died?  

 

They could have noticed them, but then decided to pretend they didn’t see them.  After all 

that’s, virtually always, the easier thing.  If you pretend not to see them then you don’t 

have to actually do anything about them … easy!  

 

Q. And do you remember reading anywhere here where the landowner said to his 

servants “Now you stop judging those poor tares”?  -- No … I don’t remember seeing 

that either! 

 

The landowner and the potential consumers of this product … were very much blessed by 

these faithful slaves who were willing to say “This plant doesn’t look healthy and we’d 

recommend that you not consume it at this point”. 

 

In the same way, we’re to be fruit inspectors.  We’re to look for fruit that’s in-keeping 

with a good tree.  Fruit that we can confidently share with others … but that also means 

that we must be willing to identify a bad tree when we come across one.  We must be 

willing to warn the unwary to stay away from potentially dangerous fruit.   

 

But let me reiterate this … we are not called to rid the church of every plant that looks 

different and we’re not called to uproot the ones that appear dangerous, but WE ARE 

called to inspect, identify and warn! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 31-32: The Palestinian Black Mustard is the most common mustard plant in that 

region of the world with an average height is 27” … so it’s hardly a tree!   

 

A mighty oak or a Redwood … that’s a tree, but a plant that’s just over 2 feet tall … 

that’s, at best, a shrub! So what Jesus is describing is abnormal. It’s a mutation. 
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Now some have said that this parable teaches the miracle of the gospel message.  They 

suggest that it’s a testimony to the ability of the gospel to bust size boundaries.   

 

But there is a big problem with that interpretation. 

 

According to what Jesus says in verse 19 of this chapter, “birds” are representative of 

the evil one.  So, applying the rule of expositional constancy … “birds” are still 

representative of the evil one here.   

 

Q. So is Jesus telling us that during the church age in which we live … there will be 

evil within the church? -- YES! 

 

Q. Is He telling us that evil will build its nest and find rest within the church? – 

YEP! 

 

Q. Is He telling us that, at times, evil will even enjoy the protection of the 

church? – YES He is!   

 

Q.  Could we really argue the point that today’s church has become a safe-

haven for nearly every evil practice under the sun? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Everyone, I’m sure remembers the name Benedict Arnold; the dirt-bag, general officer 

who sold out (for a very hefty sum) to the British during the Revolutionary War.   

  

Q.  Why do you suppose the Brits were willing to pay such a large sum of money to 

General Arnold while he was still a part of the Revolutionary Force? – For the same 

reason Satan wants to have some “inside men”.  Because it works!  

 

2nd Corinthians 11:12 But what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I 

may cut off opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded 

just as we are in the matter about which they are boasting.  13 For such men 

are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of 

Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 

Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as 

servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds. 

 

So ya … there are plenty of “birds” in the church.  

 

Q. So should we be grabbing up birds and pulling off their heads? – No … we should 

do exactly as the parable of the tares instructs … inspect … identify and warn! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 33: This lady mixes into a small quantity of flour and other ingredients for bread 

… some “leaven” or “yeast” … a word that means fermentation.   
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Yeast is a living fungus that can be added to a dough mixture and when it is, it 

immediately begins feeding on the carbohydrates of the other ingredients. It digests what 

it eats … the same way we do.  

 

And as a part of that process … the gas, carbon dioxide is produced.  Gas that the fungus 

must release.  So, in the simplest terms … the living yeast passes gas into whatever food 

it’s added.   

 

That’s what makes the bread we eat, so fluffy and delicious.  It’s full of yeast flatulence.   

 

And, used symbolically, leaven always speaks of sin … and for good reason … 

 

1st Corinthians 5:6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little 

leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? 7 Clean out the old leaven so that 

you may be a new lump …  8 Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old 

leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the 

unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

 

Paul says that “boasting is leaven (or sin)” and that the Corinthians were “puffed-up” by 

their false Piety. 

 

So, leaven always speaks of sin.   

 

Q. But why does Jesus say in the parable, and Paul affirm, in 1
st
 Corinthians, that a 

little leaven will leaven the whole lump?  Is this telling us that a little sin will make 

the whole church sinful? – Sorta, but not exactly.  

 

We know that sin can be contagious for many, many reason … not the least of which is 

that … it’s fun!  So, when we see others having fun … we naturally wanna be a part of it 

and sometimes we give in to that temptation.  So, in that way, sin is contagious.  

 

But this passage shows us another way that sin can be contagious.   

 

We’ll use Paul’s example from 1
st
 Corinthians … he says that there were some arrogant 

and boastful individuals in that fellowship.  And he warns that some might be lured into 

the same trap by their example.   

 

But others will see the arrogance and hear the boasting and recognize it for the sin that it 

is.  But rather than address that sin in a Biblical, Christ-like fashion … they attack it with 

malice and wickedness.  They become unrighteously angry about it.  

 

Which makes them just as guilty as those who were boastful.  Sin is contagious   

 

Q. So, what then is the answer? – The answer is to rightly apply the counsel of these 

three parables. 
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Q. Inspection? -- Yes. 

Q. Recognition? -- Yes!   

Q. Identification? -- Yes!   

Q. Admonishment? -- Yes!   

Q. Punishment for the purpose of correction? -- 

Yes!   

 

All of these things are biblical principles.  But … 

 

Q. Tolerance? -- No!  And … 

Q. Condemnation? – No! 

 

The Lord is the only one who is smart enough to see the depths of the human heart and 

that makes Him the only one who is smart enough to pull up the tares without damaging 

the wheat.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 34-35. “… I WILL UTTER THINGS HIDDEN SINCE THE FOUNDATION 

OF THE WORLD." 

 

He’s quoting the psalmist, Asaph in Psalm 78.  It’s a prophetic Psalm saying that when 

the Messiah comes … He will reveal mysteries in parables.  And indeed He did. 

 

Q. So what mysteries are we seeing revealed here? –  

 

1. The fact that there was going to be a pause in time between the Lord’s ascension 

back to Heaven and His Second Coming as the Conquering King.   

2. The fact that there was going to be something called “The church” and how that 

church would function.  

3. The fact that salvation would be offered to the gentiles.  And … 

4. The fact that those who accept salvation … would be indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  

 

All these things were mysteries revealed through the Lord’s first few parables.   

___________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: So … three parables … all, very much linked by their message: 

 

1. The parable of the wheat and tares tells us that the church will be filled with fruit-

bearing plants, but until the end of time, the church will always have some weeds 

intent on doing physical harm as well as great harm to its reputation through 

corruption.   

2. The parable of the mustard seed tells us that although the trunk of the church is 

good … there will always be some within the church who are only there to take 

advantage of it.  To use it rather than being used.   

 

3. And the parable of the leaven warns us that failure to recognize the evil and 

failure to deal with it Biblically, will only compound the problem.   
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Inspect, identify and warn … that’s His message to us! 

 

 


