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Chapter 22 is a continuation of the Lord’s conversation with a group consisting of both 

followers and critical religious Leaders.  So, it’s still Tuesday of Passion Week and the 

Lord’s still in Jerusalem.   

 

One of the last things we looked at last week, was Jesus saying to the religious elites … 

 

Matthew 21:43 "… the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people, producing the fruit of it. 

 

And that statement sets the stage for chapter 22 in that it’s nothing less than a prophecy 

of the church and the age of the gentiles.   

 

Now as we jump in … let me again emphasize that God is not finished with the Jewish 

people.  The church has not, and never will, replace the Jewish nation as “God’s chosen 

people”.   

 

As Paul says in … 

 

Romans 11:2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew… 

 

In the age of the church, that we live in, God has placed the Jews on the “back burner” so 

to speak, but He has not rejected them nor neglected His purposes for them. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Verses 1-14:  This parable is very similar to the Parable of the Land owner in the 

previous chapter in that we again, we have a King (God), and a group of slaves (the 

prophets and other servants of God).  And it again describes those who were initially 

invited (the Jews), and those who were called secondarily (the gentiles or the church).  

 

Now one of the important things that this parable describes, is the wooing ministry of the 

Holy Spirit of God because it is the Spirit who calls people to the Lord.  It is the Spirit 

who convicts people of their sinfulness and their need for forgiveness through Jesus.   

 

Speaking of the Spirit, John says … 

 

John 16:8 "… He … will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness 

and judgment; … 
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And then in …  

 

14 "He will glorify [Jesus], for He will take of [His] and will disclose it to you. 

 

So, this idea of inviting people to the wedding feast is representative of the Holy Spirit’s 

ministry of calling people to the Lord.  To the Jews first and then to the gentiles just as 

we read in … 

 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  

 

Q. Remember what Stephen said when he was brought before the Sanhedrin 

Council?  He said … 

 

Acts 7:51 "You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and 

ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers 

did. 52 "Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They 

killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One 

… 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now notice in verse 5 of this morning’s text, what it was that kept them from coming to 

the wedding … it says … they were too busy with things; one had to tend to his farm and 

another had to go make some more money at business.   

 

Their priorities were messed up … 

 

There was once a physics professor who started each new school year with an 

illustration for his students.  Beginning with a quart jar and without a word, he 

would start placing 2” rocks inside of it until he couldn’t fit any more in it.   

 

He would then ask his students if the jar was full.  When they replied, “that is 

was”, he’d show them a bag of small gravel.  Of course, as he poured the smaller 

rocks into the jar, it filled in the spaces between the larger rocks.  Again, the 

professor would ask his class if the jar was full.  He would follow this by pouring 

sand in and gently shaking the jar until he could fit no more.   

 

He then took the opportunity to explain how our lives are much like this illustration.  The 

large rocks representing those things in life that are truly important.  Those things that 

have eternal significance.   

 

The smaller rocks representing those things that have to be done, like a job and family 

and eating and sleep.  

 

The sand, of course, representing those things that are simply filler; our TV time, our chat 

time, social media time and our hobbies.   
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The point being that if he had first filled the jar with sand there would not have been 

room for the small rocks, much less, the large ones.   

 

And that’s what the Jews in this parable had done … they’d filled their jars with the small 

rocks and sand of life and had no room left for the eternal.  They just couldn’t squeeze 

the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb” into their busy schedules.   

 

Q. But as always … the scripture points at us and asks … what about you?  Is your 

“jar-of-life” full of the big rocks (those things that have eternal significance) or does 

your life have more pebbles and sand than rocks? 

 

Ephesians 5:16 make… the most of your time, because the days are evil.  

 

Don’t let anything take a higher priority in your life than the Lord.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Before we move on … I wanna take just a minute for a closer look at verse14 because it 

can be confusing and can cause some unnecessary concern.   

 

It says … “For many are called, but few are chosen.".   

 

Q. So is it saying that even though an individual has heard the calling of God’s Holy 

Spirit and responded in faith … they might still not be chosen? – Well let’s do a little 

word study and find out …   

 

Dr. Zodhiates defines the word “chosen”, which is eklektos (ek-lek-tos') in the Greek, as 

a choice or selection after thoughtful and deliberate consideration.   

 

Q. Think about that … does an omniscient God really need to thoughtfully consider 

His choices? – No.  Our God doesn’t need to figure things out by pondering them … He 

already knows everything.  So, the idea of God thoughtfully considering anything is 

contrary to His very nature.   

 

So this isn’t an act of God … this is a human act.   

 

Additionally, the word “are” in this verse should be italicized in your Bible, because it’s 

been “added for readability” … it’s not found in any of the original manuscripts.   

 

So, this verse should not be read as God thoughtfully considering us, but rather as us 

thoughtfully considering God.  It’s saying that despite the Holy Spirit’s invitation … 

relatively few will choose Jesus (Matthew 7:13-14).   

 

And the parable explains that some will outright reject Christ, as the Jews did … while 

others will be surrounded by Christianity and even effectively blend in … until the Light 

of Jesus enters the banquet hall … then their lack of proper attire will become evident.   
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And that doesn’t mean a suit and tie … it means the robe of righteousness as we read in 

…   

 

Isaiah 61:10 I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, My soul will exult in my God; 

For He has clothed me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with 

a robe of righteousness … 

 

Now think about the picture that’s described in this parable.  The wedding hall is 

prepared and filled with guests and the table is set.    

  

Think about how beautiful this earth is and then remind yourself that it only took God six 

days to create it, but He’s been working on this banquet hall for more than 2,000 years. 

 It’s gonna be something else! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 15-17: This is an unlikely partnership … followers of the Pharisees working with 

the Herodians.  But then again … nothing unites people like a common enemy.  

 

The Pharisees, remember were the ones who claimed to keep God’s law.  They were 

diligent in the externals of Judaism and they strongly opposed Rome.  They were 

opposed to submitting to them and to paying taxes to them.   

 

The Herodians on the other hand, were the “peace at all cost” group.  They favored 

keeping Rome appeased. 

 

So … together they set a trap …   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 18-22: Well … that didn’t work!   

 

The Lord’s point being … that the coin was made with a likeness of Caesar, but man … 

man is made in the likeness of God.  So, He says … 

 

“… render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and to God the things that 

are God’s.” 

 

The Lord has never wanted people’s money … what He wants is our lives.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Verses 23-33: The original assertion that brothers were responsible to raise up children in 

the name of their deceased brother, is generally true according to Genesis 38:8-9 and 

Deuteronomy 25:5-10, but they’re really mocking the commandment in another futile 

effort to trap Jesus.  

 

The Pharisees couldn’t trip Him up and the Herodians failed … so now the Sadducees 

figure they’ll give it a shot. 
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And in answering their question, Jesus says that they have “misunderstood the 

scriptures and the power of God”.  He says in verse 30… "… in the resurrection they 

neither marry nor are given in marriage but are like angels in heaven.  

 

Q. Remember, in the Garden of Eden when God said … "It is not good for the man 

to be alone … (Genesis 2:18) … so, He created Eve? 

 

And then it says … 

 

Genesis 1:28 God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth …  

 

God created man and woman for one another so that they would not be alone and so that 

they could bring forth godly children to fill the earth.   

 

But neither of these things will be necessary in Heaven.  There is no death so there’ll be 

no need to replenish the population and we’ll certainly not lack for companionship.   

 

Revelation 19:7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the 

marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready." 

 

In Heaven, each one of us will have the truly perfect marriage for all eternity.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Now to appreciate the humor in the Lord’s words here … we need to know just a little 

something about these Sadducees and their beliefs.   

 

As it says here … they didn’t believe in a resurrection … in fact, they didn’t believe in an 

afterlife at all.  And they denied the existence of angels (Acts 23:8).   

 

So, Jesus makes sure that His answer includes three things: 

 

1. A statement affirming the resurrection.  In verse 30 He doesn’t say “If there is a 

resurrection” … He says … “… in the resurrection ...”. 

2. A statement affirming the afterlife.  Verse 32 is a quote from Exodus 3:6 where 

God said … 

 

… "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob." … 

 

Those words were spoken to Moses at the burning bush … several hundred years 

after Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had all died.  The point being that for God to be the 

present tense God of all four of these Patriarchs would mean that they were living on 

somewhere … somehow.  Though their bodies had perished … their souls lived. 

3. And finally … a reference to angels! 

 

Jesus was so brilliant with the slightest hint of sarcasm … which I so appreciate!  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

It’s been said that because the Sadducees didn’t believe in the resurrection … explains 

why they were “sad-you-see”.  

 

So … let’s take a minute and look at what the Word says about the future for one of 

God’s children.  Starting with, arguably, the most quintessential passage on the topic … 

 

1st Corinthians 15:35 … "How are the dead raised? And with what kind of 

body do they come?" 36 You fool! That which you sow does not come to life 

unless it dies; 37 and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to 

be, but a bare grain, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But God gives 

it a body just as He wished, and to each of the seeds a body of its own. 39 All 

flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh of 

beasts, and another flesh of birds, and another of fish. 40 There are also 

heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one, and 

the glory of the earthly is another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and 

another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs 

from star in glory. 42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a 

perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, 

it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown 

a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is 

also a spiritual body. 45 So also it is written, "The first MAN, Adam, 

BECAME A LIVING SOUL." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 

 

Q.  Is that not a great passage? – Man, I love that.  That passage can cure depression 

and curb anxiety.  

 

And Paul also says … speaking of our earthly bodies …  

 

2nd Corinthians 5:4 For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being 

burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that 

what is mortal will be swallowed up by life. 

 

These earthly bodies are falling apart more and more each day we spend in them.  We all 

have aches and pains whether they’re physical or emotional or both.  We’re plagued with 

the weaknesses of these fleshly clothes.   

 

But God never designed them for eternity.  These bodies are for our time on earth.  And if 

the Lord doesn’t come back soon … we’ll all die (everybody in this room this morning 

will die), because these bodies break down and wear out. 

 

But as Paul says … if your body here is a seed, then in its eternal form it will be the plant. 

If you’re a little watermelon seed now … you’ll be the whole vine … complete with 

watermelons in the resurrection.   
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Scripture seems to indicate that the bodies we have here won’t be completely replaced in 

the resurrection, but rather … will be changed.  They’ll be glorified.   

 

Listen to … 

 

1st Corinthians 15:52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. (emphasis added) 

 

And that brings up questions about the condition of the bodies that we bury … the seeds 

that are planted.   

 

Q. Things like cremation? If you burn the seed will it still grow? --  

 

Q. What if you’re cremated and then your ashes are thrown out of an airplane over 

the Rocky Mountains? --  

 

Q. Or the people who have their bodies dumped into the ocean? -- You know that the 

fish are feasting … and then head north on their annual migration and you wind up on the 

ocean floor from Hawaii to Alaska.   

 

And it’s not just you’re ashes.  A lot of people get their ashes scattered in the same places 

… now all your ashes are mixed up with Uncle Bob’s and that neighbor you never liked. 

 

Q. So how’s that work out? 

 

Q. Does all that create more trouble for God when it’s time to put it all together 

again? -- It’s a common thought.  In fact, there are people who refuse to be cremated for 

that reason.   

 

But we’re talking about the God of the universe here.  He thought you into existence 

from nothingness.   

 

Q. So, how much trouble will it really be to think you back together again?   

 

I don’t think God’s worried.  John the Baptist had his head removed.   

 

Q. Do you think God’s fussing about it?  “Oh man … how am I ever gonna get that 

one back together”? 

  

No -- not our God.  He’ll have no trouble getting every part right where He wants 

it.___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________+ 

Conclusion: I pray that someday each of us will inherit the glorified, eternal body that 

God has created for us.  No more aches.  No more pains.  No more tears.   
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I pray that someday each of us will one day be welcomed into the Wedding Hall and be 

found properly clothed in the righteousness of Christ.  

 

But if you have any reason to doubt your wedding clothes this morning … take care of 

that. Don’t risk one more day.  Don’t procrastinate … focus on the big rocks in your life-

jar!   

 

Tickets will be ask for at the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb”.  At that point you’ll have 

two options.  Present the righteous robe that Jesus gives you and “enter into thy rest” or 

present anything else and be “throw[n] … into the outer darkness; …[where] … there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 

A Mohammed ticket won’t work.   

A Buddha ticket won’t work.   

A Joseph Smith ticket won’t work.  

A church ticket won’t work.   

The ticket of good works won’t get you in.  

The ticket of self-righteousness won’t do it.   

 

To be welcomed into the Wedding Hall we need only one thing … the righteousness of 

Jesus Christ.  If you don’t have that … it’s available to you for the asking this morning.   

 

 


