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Last week we left off with Paul telling us how exited He was to share the gospel with the 

people of Rome.   

 

And in verses 16 &17, he offers two reasons, in particular, for his excitement:  

 

1. Because the gospel gives life to the dead.  Man … who is naturally dead in his 

sins … is literally brought to life by the gospel of Christ.  No longer just going 

through the motions of life but given purpose to an otherwise fleeting and futile 

existence.  And … 

 

2. Because the gospel reveals the righteousness of God.  God certainly has every 

right to wipe us out because of our sin.  But in His immeasurable grace and mercy 

… rather that wiping us out … He wipes away our sin.  

 

And for those reasons … Paul was fired up … and goes on to expound on those points …  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 18:   

 

Q. Anyone remember the bestselling book of 1979? – No … I didn’t think so … so let 

me tell you … it was called “I’m OK, You’re OK”.  But despite its record-breaking sales 

and popularity … God disagrees!  

 

In fact, He tells us here, in His even better selling book, that the truth is … “God’s just 

fine and you’re not!”   

 

And in this morning’s section of Romans, Paul builds on the foundation of that theme by 

once again showing us the righteousness of God, but then secondary to that … the wrath 

of this Righteous God.  

 

Wrath that we need to put into perspective so … think of it this way … if you went to the 

doctor and found out that you had cancer … and as your doctor is sharing that bad news 

with you, he says “The good news is that your cancer is early, and the chances of a cure 

are excellent.”  “That’s great” you say, “what are we going to do?” 

 

“Nothing” the doctor says.  “I don’t want to cut the cancer out because surgery always 

causes so much discomfort.  And I don’t want to give you any chemotherapy because that 

would probably make you very sick.  And radiation … oh that stuff can be dangerous … 
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so I think it’s best if we just pretend your cancer’s not there.” 

 

Well … each one of us would rightly go find a new doctor, because we know that 

cancer’s a bad thing.  Yes, the cure can hurt, and it can make us feel awful, but the cancer 

itself will kill us … and we want it gone.   

 

Q. So, why would we expect any less from our God?  After all … He is the Great 

Physician (John 5:1-9) and His wrath is that knife and that chemo.  Not fun … but 

lifesaving against the cancerous effects of sin!   

 

When man knows the truth but suppresses it … that unleashes the wrath of God. The 

word “suppress” in the Greek is a helmsman’s term that means to turn the ship against the 

current.   God provides the current so that we can flow along in the right direction, but 

man has free choice about what direction he chooses to go.   

 

If you were here last week, you may remember how, for the first 17 verses of this book, 

Paul talked about the abundance of the grace of God.  Emphasizing that we’re brought 

into a right standing with God by faith and not by works.   

 

So, it might sound like we’re reading from a different book altogether this morning.  It’s 

harsh!  But it’s really just the first layer of the building that Paul’s erecting on the 

foundation of those first 17 verses.  The foundation being the love, grace and mercy of 

God.   

 

Q. And why does God shower us with the grace of His forgiveness?  Why does He 

pour out His mercy on us? -- Love.  He does those things because of love: 

 

1. First because He loves us, but secondly … 

 

2. Because He wants us to love Him.  He earnestly desires that we reciprocate His 

love. Telling us in …  

 

John 14:15 " If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.  
 

Q. Which poses a philosophical, but all important question … is sin bad for 

us because it’s sin or is it sin because it’s bad for us? -- Think about it!   

 

Q. Is sin bad for us because it’s sin or is it sin because it’s bad for us? – The answer is 

… it’s sin because it’s bad for us.  God labels certain things sin because they’re bad for 

us.   

 

And that’s why in verse 18, He tells us that He hates unrighteousness … not because it’s 

arbitrarily called sin, but because it’s harmful for His beloved creation … you and me!   

 

So now having explained how to unleash the wrath of God … by suppressing His truth … 

Paul now goes on to explain how mankind got to the point of suppressing God’s truth …  
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 19-20: Let me summarize that … God does not believe in atheists! Everyone 

knows … it’s just that some choose to suppress the truth of what they know in the depth 

of their heart.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 21-23: Some worship nature itself others worship man and still others create their 

own gods. 

 

Once, when a group of admirals were standing on the bow of a ship with 

Napoleon and debating the existence of God … the emperor simply pointed up at 

the stars and said “Sirs, if you’re going to get rid of God, you’ll have to first get 

rid of those.”   

 

He was right … the heavens do, undeniably profess the existence of their Creator.   

 

As God Himself says here … “[People] are without excuse.”  This is huge … and we 

need to make sure we understand, not just what it’s saying, but how to apply it.   

 

Mankind knows that God is … by His creation … but continues in their denial of Him.   

 

Q. Why? -- It comes down to this … because man is prideful!  Man is extremely prone to 

self-elevating which leads to a denial of the Greater One.   

 

So … we create our own god.  They used to carve them out of wood and stone, but we’ve 

evolved … now we just push the button or tap the icon.  

 

Q. Why do we do this? -- Because idols that have no power and no voice … will never 

tell us that they’re better or smarter or more powerful than we are.  

 

And all of this means that for someone to not believe in God … requires a determination 

to do so … it requires a determined suppression of the truth.   

 

Let me to share with you what Dr. Robert Jastrow said.  Dr. Jastrow was an astrophysicist 

who directed NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies for twenty years … so, he was 

a pretty smart guy.  And he said this, just before his death in 2008 …   

 

Now we see how the astronomical evidence supports the Biblical view of the 

origin of the world.  The essential elements in the astronomical and Biblical 

accounts of Genesis are now the same.   

 

Consider the enormousness of the problem … science has proven that the 

universe exploded into being at a certain given moment.  It asks what cause 

produced this effect … who or what put the matter and energy into the universe … 

and science cannot answer this question. 

 

For the scientist who has lived by faith in the power of his own reason the story 
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ends now like a bad dream.  He has scaled the mountains of ignorance.  He is 

about to conquer the highest peak … he pulls himself over the final rock and he is 

greeted by … a band of theologians who have been there for centuries.   

 

But man has this propagated story that they call evolution … “the fortuitous 

occurrences of accidental circumstances”.  The mathematical impossibility of 

spontaneous life from the so called, “primordial soup”, that tells us and our 

children that we are all just lucky accidents. 

 

And Paul describes the evolutionist perfectly in our text … they became futile in their 

speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing to be wise, they 

became fools … 

 

I love the things that are currently being uncovered in the various disciplines of genetic 

science.   

 

And to me, it’s really as simple as this … we know that the blueprint from which our 

bodies are created is stored on our DNA.   

 

We also know that when the DNA blueprint is read … certain pieces of cellular 

machinery go to work creating whatever part that particular portion of the DNA blueprint 

calls for.    

 

So, you have the DNA and you have the machinery to read the DNA and you have the 

machinery that carries out the order.   

 

Q. But think this through logically … where did the design for that cellular 

machinery that reads the DNA come from? – Well … according to evolutionists … the 

only place it could come from is the DNA blueprint.   

 

But that simply can not be? -- Obviously you’d have to have the DNA blueprint to build 

such cellular machinery, but without the cellular machinery, the blueprint couldn’t even 

be read much less carried out.   

 

So, these mechanisms had to appear at the same time.  Making the evolutionist’s magic 

ingredient of “billions of years” the kiss of death for their entire theory.  

 

Psalm 14:1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." … 

 

But many still stand defiant in an arrogant search for a way to explain the theory of our 

existence without God. 

 

So, when we witness to people … from anywhere on the face of the earth … we’re not 

telling them about a God they aren’t aware of … we’re simply explaining to them that the 

all-powerful God that they already know exists … loves them and wants to have a 

personal relationship with them.   
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 24-28: Homosexuality and the gravity of it.   

 

Now I think James (2:10) makes it very clear that no one sin is any worse than another 

… in that, they are all eternally damning!  Yet Paul seems to set this sin of homosexuality 

apart from the others as one that deserves specific attention.   

 

Q. Why … if all sins are equally sinful? – It’s not because it’s more sinful, but because 

it’s more harmful.   

 

Four quick points on the harmfulness of homosexuality: 

 

1.  Homosexuality does damage to the human psyche.  I don’t know if you’ve 

followed any of the research that’s gone into homosexuality, but a few years back, 

researchers discovered that those who practice homosexuality have a different 

ratio of some of the brain’s chemicals.  And for several years they claimed that 

those chemical differences were the reason that some consider themselves 

homosexual.   

 

But more recently … research has begun to question those conclusions and the 

hot debate now is do those chemical differences result in homosexuality or from 

it. 

 

But regardless … homosexuality changes a person on a psychological level and I, 

for one, have to question if perhaps the Lord wasn’t warning us of that when He 

said here that those who practice homosexuality … receiv[e] in their own 

persons the due penalty of their error.  
 

Consider that suicide is three times more prevalent in the homosexual community 

and, as a side note, it’s nearly four times the norm in the, so called, transsexual 

community.  

 

2.  Homosexuality causes physiologic devastation.  There are complete townships 

in Africa that are mere ghost towns today because of the devastation of AIDS.  

 

Q. Did you know that when AIDS was first discovered … it wasn’t 

called AIDS? -- It was originally called GRIDS (Gay Related Immune 

Deficiency Syndrome).  The term AIDS, came from politicians, not from 

physicians or other scientists.   

 

But even today … the percentage of non-homosexual, non-prostitute, non-

IV drug users who contract AIDS as an adult is less than 0.08% of all 

those who get AIDS.  It’s a choice that relates to the lifestyle … and it’s a 

devastating one. 

   

3.  Homosexuality destroys God’s plan for family.  In the Garden of Eden … 
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Adam became lonely and God, in order to meet that need, put Adam to sleep and 

took from him a rib.  And we all know the story … God used that rib to create 

Eve … that which scripture declares was the completion of Adam. 

 

And that’s key.  See, in a very literal way … because God removed something 

from Adam … he was incomplete.   

 

And what Adam was missing … was Eve.  She was the only thing that could 

make him whole again.  And the Lord has declared ever since … that in marriage 

… two … a man and a woman, become one.  The feminine side and the masculine 

side … joined together to form one complete person.   

 

4.  Homosexuality destroys societies.   

 

Q. Have any of you ever read the historical account of “The Rise and Fall of 

Rome” by Edward Gibbons? – It’s an historical account … and in it, Mr. 

Gibbons concludes that a strong contributor, if not the direct cause of the fall of 

Rome was the fact that four of the last five Roman emperors were openly gay.   

 

And not only were they gay, but because they were, they appointed a court and 

military leaders who were also homosexual.   

 

And as Gibbons points out … the Roman military, understanding the 

unnaturalness of homosexuality, became embarrassed and demoralized because of 

their leadership and simply lost their will to fight.  The Visigoths took them 

relatively easily because their society broke down when homosexuality was 

embraced nationally as something that was normal.   

 

So … while homosexuality is no more sinful than any other violation of God’s plan … it 

is more harmful … so God deals with it specifically and harshly.   

 

But Paul now goes on to give us an expanded list of other damaging sins … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 29-32:  Well … that pretty much covers it. What a list! 

 

And yes, I do believe that this prophetic list is more fully fulfilled in our day, than in 

Paul’s, but then again … it’s easier for me to see since … I can see it.   

 

When I first started working on this passage I was tempted to go through this list and 

exhaustively detail what each one means, but the Lord reminded me that we all get it 

already … people are horrible and getting worse! 

 

But there are a few comparisons from this list that I think are worthy of our consideration 

… for instance, on the last we have: 

 

1. Wickedness … not a title any of us would likely accept without an argument. Q. 
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But what about being a little greedy? – Note with me that they’re right next to 

each other on this list! Paul didn’t even take a breath between them.  

 

2. Or evil … again, we say “not me”.  Q. But what about being envious? – Same 

list!  

 

3. Q. Murder? – Of course not!  But on the same list we see strife!  

 

4. And that pattern continues … Hating God and deceit … same list! 

 

5. Q. An inventor of evil? – No!  Q. But what about being boastful?  

 

You get the point!  And the reason I’m making it is because last on this list is being 

unmerciful.  

 

But when we read this list as God intended it … not in some imaginary order of how bad 

each sin is, but as a collection of failures that make us all equally guilty … a package that 

leaves us all needing a divine Savior in equal measure.  When we read the list that way 

…  

 

Q. What room is there for a lack of mercy? – As the saying goes … we are all merely 

beggars telling other beggars where to find bread!  

 

Q. Can any of us escape the badge of guilt as we walk through this gauntlet of 

infractions? – No! 

 

But just in case, like the rich young ruler of Luke 18 (18-30), you’re saying … I don’t 

violate any of those things … look again at verse 32 … it says that giving approval to an 

act is to participate in that act.   

 

Q. So, what constitute our approval? – It could be as simple as buying a ticket to the 

movie or watching the soap opera because though you might not commit adultery … if 

you’re paying others to portray how much fun it is … it’s your approval.  

 

If a friend or relative is in a bad marriage and tells you they’re considering divorce … to 

counsel them in any way other than working on improving their marriage is to approve of 

what God calls sin.   

 

This is tuff.  The Lord’s telling us that what we give our approval to … in the form of a 

laugh … or a recommendation … or a dollar … we are guilty of.  

 

It reminds us that as Hebrews 4:12 and Isaiah 64:6 tell us … God judges not only our 

actions, but the intentions of our heart.  

 

A truth that should make all of us cry … “Thank you Lord Jesus for Your forgiving 

blood!”  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

But back again to this list as a whole for a moment.  Obviously, it describes a pretty 

deplorable state of the human heart.  An every increasingly depraved condition.  

 

And although, we don’t have time to study it out this morning … please make a note and 

look at it on your own this coming week.  Because in Ezekiel chapter 17, the Lord gives 

us a very interesting list of factors that lead to such a fallen condition communally.   

 

Listen to this … pride, fullness of bread, idleness of time and not caring for the poor.  

 

Q. Did you hear that? -- Pride, fullness of bread, idleness of time and not caring for the 

poor. 

 

 It’s telling us that when life gets too easy … people begin to think they 

deserve it and will actually demand more.   

 

 When life is too easy … people have time on their hands.  Idle time that 

leads to pondering things … time to invent evil.   

 

 When life gets too easy … people become very self-focused and the needs 

of others become a distant thought.  Reaching out to others becomes an 

interruption to their idle time in front of the television or on Face Book or 

a thousand other available poisons. 

 

And I saw a news headline this morning, that our incoming Democratic Congress is 

already drafting a bill proposing a basic income for all Americans! God help us!  

 

Conclusion:  I know that passages like this can be rather heavy.   

 

But it can be a very good thing, from time to time, to be reminded of just how far we 

really miss the mark of perfection and to remember what He did for us because of that.  

 

That’s why Paul refers over and over again in this letter to the church at Rome to the 

gospel of Jesus because He paid in full … the penalty for our sin.   

 


