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Paul uses most of the latter half of chapter one to berate the pagans, but … really it was 

a setup … because just about the time he gets the religious crowd nodding their heads in 

agreement … he starts chapter 2 … and turns his attention to the religious and self-

righteous.  

 

Throughout the centuries, there have always been people who’ve viewed self-

righteousness as a badge of spiritual maturity.  In fact, Paul was one of them at one point 

in his life.   

 

Before his conversion (around 33 AD), he affirmed the he was a Pharisee among 

Pharisees (Acts 23:6, 26:5 & Philippians 3:5).  

Early in his Christian walk (around 55 AD), he identified himself as the 

least of all the saints and apostles (Ephesians 3:8 & 1st Corinthians 

15:9).   

In the middle of his Christian journey (around 58 AD), he began to 

recognize himself simply as a sinner and a wretched man (Romans 

7:24).  

And when he had fully matured in his Christian experience 

(around 64 AD), he confessed, I am chief among all sinners 

(1st Timothy 1:15). 

 

It turned out just opposite of what Paul expected.  With spiritual maturity, he saw less of 

other people’s sin and more of his own.    

 

Q. Remember the story of the woman caught in adultery in John 8? -- The religious 

leaders thought they had Jesus trapped.  They brought this woman to Him, claiming that 

she’d been caught in the very act of adultery and asking what should be done with her.   

 

If the Lord said, “Stone her as the Law of Moses demands” … His own heart of 

compassion would have been violated and His ministry to sinners hindered.   

 

But if He said, “Oh, just let her go”, they would have accused Him of violating the Law 

and that too … would have also damaged His ministry.   

 

Q. So, what did He do? -- He squatted down and began writing in the sand ... then He 

looked up and said to the religious leaders, “Let he who is without sin cast the first stone 

of her execution.” 
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And those men, who were all set to stone her … those self-righteous men began dropping 

their stones one by one.  By the standard Jesus set … they were all unqualified judges.   

 

The self-righteous judgments of man - versus - the true and righteous judgments of God 

… that’s what Paul deals with here in chapter 2 … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 1: As I said … no longer dealing with the unrighteous, but the self-righteous … 

and making the point that the sin of self-righteousness is no less sinful that any of the 

more flagrant sins of the unrighteous.   

 

Q. But what exactly is he prescribing for us here?  Is he telling us to never judge? – 

No.  Scripture does not instruct us to overlook the sins and iniquities of our brothers and 

sisters.   

 

He is however, reiterating the instructions of Jesus from Matthew 7 … to pull the plank 

out of your own eye before you go after the speck in your brother’s. Failing to do that 

makes you guilty of self-righteousness.  

 

In fact, Paul even uses the same Greek word that Jesus used in Matthew 7:1, when He 

said, "Do not judge so that you will not be judged.”  It’s the word krino (kree'-no) and 

it means to distinguish or decide for the purpose of condemnation or punishment. 

 

And if that’s what you’re doing … just looking for something in another person’s life that 

you can use to condemn or punish them … then you’re self-righteous and wrong.   

   

But judgment (or inspection), as it’s Biblically prescribed is essential and commanded.   

 

Q. If the Christian church were to stop examining, distinguishing, exhorting and 

encouraging one another, can you imagine what would happen? -- The church, as a 

whole, would become stagnant, tolerant of evil for the sake of peace and ultimately it 

would become corrupt.   

 

And, in reality, we already have enormous swaths of the church that’s representative of 

that sad list.  And so much of that stems from the engrained misunderstanding and 

misapplication of “judge not”.  

 

Paul advises us on this issue in … 

 

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are 

spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest 

you also be tempted. NKJV 

 

So, Paul’s not forbidding judgment … rather he’s continuing to shed light on the sin of 

self-righteousness.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Verses 2-3:   

 

Q. Have you ever noticed how much viler our sins look on other people? -- And when 

we see our own struggles in others we’re much more likely to deal with them harshly.   

 

Once there was a group of young boys who found a stray dog and they were all 

huddled around the dog when a priest walked by.  And seeing this group of young 

boys huddled together … he, understandably, assumed they were up to no good 

and went over to investigate.   

 

As he approached, he noticed the dog in the center of the huddle and asked the 

boys what was going on.  They explained that they’d found this stray dog and 

were having a contest to see who got to keep him.  “What kind of a contest?” 

asked the minister.  “Well”, the boys explained, “whoever tells the biggest lie gets 

to keep the dog.”   

 

The priest was shocked and a little angered.  He said, “Boys that’s terrible. 

 When I was your age, I would never have even thought of telling a lie to get a 

dog.”  The boys’ expression turned a slight shade of dejected as they whispered 

among themselves for a moment.  Then they turned to the priest and said, “OK … 

you win … that’s the biggest one we‘ve ever heard”.   

 

So often we overlook or gloss-over our own sin … even as we condemn others of the 

same.   

 

Q. Do you remember the story of David and Bathsheba in 2nd Samuel chapter 11? --

David, of course, used his power and prestige and took Bathsheba into an adulterous 

relationship and then had her husband murdered when he found out that she was pregnant 

with his child.   

 

Q. More importantly, do you remember what Nathan, the prophet, subsequently 

told David and how David responded to it?   

 

Here’s the key verses … 

 

2nd Samuel 12:1 Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And he came to him 

and said, "There were two men in one city, the one rich and the other poor. 

 2 "The rich man had a great many flocks and herds. 3 "But the poor man 

had nothing except one little ewe lamb Which he bought and nourished; And 

it grew up together with him and his children.  It would eat of his bread and 

drink of his cup and lie in his bosom, And was like a daughter to him. 4 

"Now a traveler came to the rich man, And he was unwilling to take from his 

own flock or his own herd, To prepare for the wayfarer who had come to 

him; Rather he took the poor man's ewe lamb and prepared it for the man 

who had come to him." 5 Then David's anger burned greatly against the 

man, and he said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, surely the man who has 
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done this deserves to die. 6 "He must make restitution for the lamb fourfold, 

because he did this thing and had no compassion." 7 Nathan then said to 

David, " You are the man! … 
 

Under the Law it was appropriate that restitution be made, but to impose the death 

penalty for this imaginary rich man was extreme and well beyond the legally prescribed 

boundaries of punishment.   

 

David was looking at his own robe of guilt on another man’s shoulders and it was 

hideous.  He was disgusted and enraged that a man could behave so deplorably.   

 

We must consider our own lives before we deal with our brothers and sisters.  And 

whenever we find ourselves dealing with a brother or sister condemningly … that’s 

frequently an indication that we’ve failed to remove the plank from our own eye.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 4-5: Listen to the order … it’s His goodness that leads us to repentance.  Not our 

repentance that leads to His goodness.  It’s a vital truth, but hard for many of us to grasp; 

God is good whether or not we are.   

 

Jesus said of His Father … 

 

Matthew 5:45 … He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 

sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  

 

And yet we know from what Paul tells us here that God’s judgments are sure and certain.  

 

A true story … in the 1880’s there was a bank employee who figured out to tweak 

the daily bank records in such a way that it wasn’t noticed … and everyday he 

took home with him … one silver dollar.   

 

He figured that it was safer to take the money a dollar a day rather than a large-

scale heist. So, day after day … month after month and year after year, he would 

sneak one silver dollar into his pocket, doctor the books and head home where he 

stashed the money in his attic.   

 

But the Lord warns us that unrepentant sin is merely a way of, storing up wrath 

for ourselves.  And so, it was with this bank employee.  As he got richer and 

richer, the weight of his sin got heavier and heavier and true story … that man 

was crushed to death in his sleep as the ceiling over his bed gave way under the 

weight of his own iniquity.   

 

God is longsuffering, but His longsuffering must never be thought of as indifference or 

approval.   

 

Consider the parable of … 
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Luke 13:6 … "A man had a fig tree which had been planted in his vineyard; 

and he came looking for fruit on it and did not find any.  7 "And he said to 

the vineyard-keeper, 'Behold, for three years I have come looking for fruit on 

this fig tree without finding any. Cut it down! Why does it even use up the 

ground?'  8 "And he answered and said to him, 'Let it alone, sir, for this year 

too, until I dig around it and put in fertilizer; 9 and if it bears fruit next year, 

fine; but if not, cut it down.'" 

 

Man wanted to chop it down immediately.  That’s self-righteous and impatient.  But God 

blessed that tree with extra care to bring about fruitfulness.  That’s God’s goodness … 

sent to bring about repentance.   

 

Yet … there is a limit.  Even Jesus prescribed that if the tree remained unfruitful that it 

should be cut down.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 6-11: If you read this without thinking it through in the light of the rest of 

scripture, it could seem like Paul’s saying that the judgment of God is based merely upon 

the scales of good and bad works.  But that’s not it.   

 

What Paul’s saying is that a life that’s given over to Jesus will reflect its owner and 

likewise, one that’s still under the control of Satan will reflect that as well.   

 

Q. So, is judgment according to works? -- To the extent that it reflects the driving force 

behind it … sure … your works … my works will testify of the one we serve.  Whether 

that’s Self or Satan or Savior.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 12-13: In John 13:17 the Lord said, “Happy are you if you do these things” … 

and He was talking about following His counsel.   

 

He didn’t say, “Happy are you if you understand the theology of these things” or “Happy 

are you if you often hear about these things or even memorize these things”.  No … 

“Happy are you if you do these things”.   

 

And yet … God’s Word must become part of the way we think if it’s to direct us rightly.   

 

And Paul then he goes on to say … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 14-16:  The Law goes beyond the physical realm … and into the spiritual.  Even 

though you may not commit physical murder … when you hate … Jesus said, “You’re 

guilty!”  You may not commit physical adultery, but by your lusts … you have (Matthew 

5:21-30).   

 

And starting in verse 17, Paul clarifies this by beginning to address the Jews directly …  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 17-23:  Paul’s saying, “Hey all you self-righteous Jews.  You who’ve been given 

the Law of God and profess to believe it … you’re helping no one when you speak of 
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God’s Law as right and righteous and yet do not adhere to it.” 

 

As the old cliché’ goes, “I’m sorry, I can’t hear what you’re saying over what you’re 

doing.”   

 

It’s like listening to the Chevrolet dealer tell you that Chevrolets are the best value on the 

road while he’s leaning on his Ford.  There’s a mismatched that voids all words.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 24-29:  Old Testament circumcision involved the physical cutting away of flesh 

… but under the covenant of the New Testament, the application is spiritual … the 

cutting away of the fallen flesh of our hearts so that what remains is spirit.   

 

It’s much like communion or water baptism or even church attendance today.  They’re 

external rituals that mean nothing if the heart’s not in it.  But, if the heart’s in it … the 

external becomes a public proclamation of what’s already happened internally.    

 

Man can see physical baptism or communion or even circumcision, but only God can 

measure the fleshliness of a person’s heart.  And that’s why religious activities that can 

be viewed externally … come with an inherent danger.   

 

If they’re not done with the right heart (which is what God’s judgment looks at) … they 

can become a source of false piety and even security … based on the lie that God is 

pleased with the works of our hands.   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  Those who commit sin first hand are guilty whether under the Law or not.  

 

Those who enjoy the commission of sin by others … are just as guilty.   

 

Those who get a self-righteous kick out of condemning others for their failures … are 

also guilty.  

 

And even the person who’s never heard of the righteous expectations of God … is guilty 

… because God’s written His Law on their hearts to be obeyed.   

 

So, all are guilty just as Romans 3:23 tells us.  

 

Now that seems like a terrible place to leave it this morning and perhaps even more so, if 

you remember the way I characterized the book of Romans two weeks ago.  I told you 

that Romans was all about the grace of God.   

 

Q. So … where’s all the grace? -- Hang in there it’s coming like a downpour! 

 

For a chapter and a half now, the Lord’s essentially been cutting us down to size. 

Exposing our guilt and unworthiness so that the brightness of His grace can be seen with 

the proper perspective … against the dark, dark background of our own failure.  Just as a 

jeweler displays diamonds against a background of black velvet.   
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So, don’t give up … the grace is coming, and will appear all the more precious because 

we’ll see it in its proper light.  

 

Q. Remember the story we looked at earlier in 2nd Samuel 12? -- The story of David 

and Bathsheba and Nathan the Prophet? -- Well after Nathan said to David, “You are 

that man!” and delivered a strong rebuke from the Lord on the issue … David cried out 

“I have sinned against the LORD”.   

 

Now here’s my favorite part … what David did was horrendous, and his sin was made all 

the worse because by his ungodly condemnation of the character in Nathan’s story … he 

confessed that he had full knowledge of just how bad the sin was.   

 

But despite the vileness… as David cried out “I have sinned against the LORD” … 

listen to what comes next … in the very next sentence, Nathan says “The Lord has 

forgiven you”.   

 

As long as David remained in a state of self-righteousness, his sin also remained, but the 

very moment he stepped down from his pious platform … the Lord’s arms caught him.  

 

On a personal level, I can tell you that as I’ve struggled in my own weaknesses … areas 

of persistent, recurrent sin in my own life … there’ve been times that, in my own shame 

and frustration, I’ve literally asked the Lord to punish me for my iniquities.   

 

And each time I reach that point of anguish ... without fail … the Lord blesses.  And as 

much as I love His blessings … it only makes me feel worse about my sin.   

 

“Lord … no!  I don’t deserve to be blessed … I deserve to be punished.”  And His reply 

is always the same … “Yes you do … so let My goodness lead you to repentance.”   


