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As we discussed last week, chapters 12-15 deal largely with Christian responsibility.   

 

In the first two verses of chapter 12, Paul dealt with the responsibilities that we have in 

our relationship to God.   

 

In verses 3-8, it was our individual relationship responsibilities within the body of Christ 

and this morning in verses 9-21 Paul deals with our relationship to and within society.    

 

He lays out for us, the recipe for Christian interactions with the community at large; the 

people we rub elbows with at work and in the neighborhood, at the grocery store and at 

school.   

 

This section reads, very much, like the Proverbs … a long list of DO’s & DONT’s … so 

let’s just take it in and then we’ll come back and look at it point by point … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 12, verses 9-21: By my count, Paul makes 21 separate points in this passage, 

that I collectively call, the Christian Witness Protection Program.   

 

Just the opposite of the Federal Witness Protection Program which is designed to hide 

people from bad guys … the Christian Witness Protection program is God’s program to 

maximize the Christ-like exposure to bad guys and bad girls everywhere.   

  

In the first part of verse 9, Paul says we’re to love without hypocrisy … that we’re to 

love sincerely and that’s the heading that introduces the 21 points that follow ….  

Love without hypocrisy.  

 

The idea is that our conduct … has to match our words.  And that’s what this entire list is 

all about.  Loving in word and, equally … in deed.   

 

The world at large has seen years and years and years of Christian lip service and they’re 

not interested.  You can’t tell someone you love them and then dismiss an opportunity to 

love on them. That’s hypocrisy!   

 

Plastic Christian smiles that lie about what’s in the heart have maligned the name of 

Christ on far too many occasions and must have been an issue in Paul’s day because 

that’s what he’s warning against here.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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1.  Abhor what is evil (verse 9b):  To “abhor” isn’t mere emotion … it’s actions based 

on emotion.   

 

The Greek is worth looking at here … and as we do … remember that the context 

is our relationship to evil and the Word says “abhor” it.  But the Greek word 

behind it is apostugeo (ap-os-toog-eh'-o) which means “to treat as if it were cow 

dung”.   

 

So, whatever you’d do with a fresh cow pie … simply do that with the evil that 

presents itself in your life.   

 

Just treat all that God calls evil the same way you’d treat a cow pie.  

 

Q. Why? -- Because if you don’t, you’re no different than the world that you 

profess to be called out of.  You’re no different than the world that God sent you 

to witness to.   

 

But Paul also says … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2.  Cling to what is good (verse 9c):   

 

The parable of … 

 

Matthew 12:43 "Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it 

passes through waterless places seeking rest, and does not find it.  44 

"Then it says, 'I will return to my house from which I came'; and 

when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order.  45 

"Then it goes and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked 

than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man 

becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this 

evil generation." 

  

You can’t just toss out your cow pies and then leave it at that.   

 

Abhor the evil … and then, faithfully fill that vacuum with things of the Lord.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

3.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love (verse 10a): This is unconditional 

“agape” love, but it’s modified by the Greek word philadelphia (fil-ad-el-fee'-ah) 

meaning that it’s a fraternal love.  An unconditional, fraternal love.  Love that’s intense, 

binding and protective.  

 

Now I told you earlier that this passage was about our responsibilities toward the 

community around us and, in particular … protecting our witness to that community.  

 

But “fraternal love” sounds like a prescription for relating to our Christian brothers and 

sisters …  
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Q. So, which is it? – It’s both.  As Jesus said in … 

 

John 13:35 By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have 

love for one another." 

 

It’s about the powerful witness that real love within the Christian community can be to 

the outside community.   

 

When society sees us loving each other unconditionally and fraternally … it’s the light of 

Christ and it can melt the most stubborn of hearts.     

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

4.  Give preference to one another in honor (verse 10b): To “honor” is to value.  To 

value your brother more than … yourself.  To assign a greater value to your sister … than 

yourself.  Think of them before you think of you.   

 

Q. Why? – Again … because, “By this all men will know that [we are His 

disciples]” (John 13:35). 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5.  Don’t lag behind in diligence (verse 11a):  Don’t model laziness.  The people 

accused Jesus of many things, but no one ever accused Him of being slothful.   

 

Paul says in … 

 

Philippians 2:14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 so 

that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children 

of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse 

generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world 

 

As Christians we should giving our employers … more for the hourly wage than 

anybody else in the place.  It’s all about our witness. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

6.  Remain fervent in spirit (verse 11b):  The word “fervent” is zeo (dzeh'-o) and it 

means, to be hot, to boil or to glow.   

 

We’re to glow with the Spirit of God.  That’s what makes us a light to the World. 

We’re to boil over with the manifestation of His gifts and love and power.   

Q. So, you gotta ask … how brightly are you glowing within the circle of 

society that God’s placed you? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

7.  Continue to serve the Lord (verse 11c):  Anybody can verbally say they believe in 

Jesus.   

 

Q. But what do your actions say?  Does society see you putting your time and energy 

and resources where your mouth is? -- Get plugged in and serve the Lord.  Not just 

because it’s your reasonable service of worship, but because it tells the community 



 4 

around you that Jesus is true and He’s worth it.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

8.  Rejoice in hope (verse 12a):  If you’re not hopeless it’s because Jesus has saved your 

soul and is working in your life.  That’s the only hope anyone can have.   

 

But those of us who have that hope … shouldn’t look like those who don’t.  If 

you’re the bummed out, grumpy, grouchy type … you need to let the Lord change 

that about you.   

 

If you have hope … let it show!  And if you don’t have hope …  get saved before 

you leave here today! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9.  Persevere in tribulation (verse 12b):  

 

Q. When rough times come … how does your faith hold up?  Does your faith 

carry you through or do you hit the floor? -- You and I will never be more 

closely scrutinized than when society knows that we’re going through 

tribulations.   

 

Q. When your boss unjustly chews your head off … what do your coworkers 

see and hear from you?   

 

Q. When your car breaks down or the budget’s stretched … do your 

neighbors see you throwing wrenches and pacing the floor … or do they see 

your faith persevering? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

10.  Be devoted to prayer (verse 12c):  What is there to add … be devoted to prayer. 

Make it a priority, not a last resort.  And let it be a part of your witness by offering to 

pray with, and for, others.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

11.  Contribute to the needs of the saints (verse 13a):  Be a giver.  It’s been said that, “If 

you don’t trust God with your money … you don’t trust God at all.”  And that’s probably 

a true statement.   

 

It’s one of those, “close to home” tests of our faith and trust … and people know 

that.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

12.  Practice hospitality (verse 13b):  There’s an important distinction to be made here; 

“entertaining” versus “practicing hospitality”.  Because the two are not the same.   

 

You can remember it this way … 

Entertaining is an effort to impress, while practicing hospitality seeks only 

bless.  

   

And there’s an easy way to tell the difference for yourself … just look for fussing.   
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If you’re fussing about having everything just so before you open your home or 

serve a meal … you’re probably more concerned about impressing than you are 

about blessing.   

 

Let that stuff go and just open your heart and your home and be a blessing … 

practice hospitality. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

13.  When persecuted … return a blessing, not a curse (verse 14):  It’s not enough to 

simply “abstain from strangling them” … we’re to actually and intentionally bless those 

who persecute us.   

 

To be “persecuted” in this context, means to be treated poorly because of your 

faith in Christ … because you live a lifestyle that glorifies Him.   

 

So those who mock your relationship with God are to be specifically and 

intentionally blessed by you.  The promise of scripture is that it’s the best thing 

you can do for them … and for you. 

 

Even though every ounce of your flesh, and mine, wants to beat them senseless … 

scripture screams at us, “Don’t beat them … bless them!” 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

14.  Rejoice with those who rejoice (verse 15a):  When others are happy, they love 

happy company … and that’s a ministry opportunity.   

 

And likewise, when people are sad … they need a soft shoulder so he says … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

15.  Weep with those who weep (verse 15b):  The hard part, at least for me, is to just 

weep … and not fix. But the instruction here is to be a soft shoulder, not a fixer.   

 

Sad times … like happy times are times of relationship building.  Getting to know 

the folks God’s given you an audience with.   

 

And that’s the whole point of this list … it’s not about sneaking in when there’s a 

vulnerability and dropping a tract in their lap. It’s about getting to know them, 

hang around with them and letting your conduct witness to them.   

 

The way we conduct ourselves always advertises.  Paul’s purpose here is make 

sure that what we’re advertising is Christ. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

16.  Treat all people with equity (verse 16):   

 

Be of the same mind toward one another ... don’t be proud of yourself in your 

own mind.  Associate with any and all God brings you … pay no attention to 

social status.  

 

Never show preference because of someone’s bank account or even their gifts and 
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abilities. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

17.  When someone commits an evil against you … never return evil to them (verse 17a): 

Now this is not the same instruction as verse 14.  It’s the difference between persecution 

and tribulation.   

 

Verse 14 tells us that when someone treats us poorly for our faith … we should 

bless them.   

 

But here he’s talking about someone treating your poorly for some reason … 

other than your faith and he says … you still have to bless them.   

 

The person who randomly steals from you.   

Or the one who lies to you for personal gain.   

Or the bully who beat you up in sixth grade just because 

you were there.   

 

Paul says … NEVER return evil for evil. 

   

Luke 6:29 "Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; 

and whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from 

him either. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

18.  Be a man or woman of integrity (verse 17b): “Respect what is right in the sight of 

all men.”  It shouldn’t matter who’s watching.   

 

Your behavior ought to be the same here as it is at home.  It ought to be the same 

at home as it is at work.   

 

Simply do what’s right around all people … no matter what they might be 

accepting of.   

 

Don’t try to be a Christian Chameleon … it’ll destroy your witness. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

19.  Be at peace with all men to the extent that that’s possible (verse 18):  Obviously 

were not gonna have peace 24-seven, but if we’re honest … we do more battle than is 

absolutely necessary.   

 

There are certain fights worth fighting … but that’s pretty much limited to those 

with eternal value. 

 

Q. And how many of the fights or disagreements we engage in … really have 

eternal value? -- Most of our fights and arguments are over worldly issues that 

don’t quite qualify as necessary.  

 

So … as far as it depends on you … be at peace with all men. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

20.  Leave vengeance to God (verse 19):  And note with me … it doesn’t say that we’re 

to “Pray for God’s vengeance” … it says leave room for it.   

 

That means get out of His way and let Him decide who, when and how.  And be 

content with His choices.  

 

We can’t see inside the human heart the way God can so… there’s no way that we 

can rightly or justly pay anyone back for their wrongs.  That’s exclusively God’s 

job! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

21.  Actively and practically love your enemies (verse 20):  

 

Romans 12:20 … IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND 

IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING 

YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD." 

 

This is a quote from Psalm 25:21, but the Psalm adds that the Lord rewards such 

behavior.   

 

You can read a great example of this on your own in 2nd Kings chapter 6 where 

Elisha provided food, water and protection to his enemy, the King of Aram.  

 

We’re to “heap burning coals upon the… head [of our enemy]”.  As we model 

Christ-likeness in the face of the evil society around us … it stirs people up.   

 

It causes them to squirm under the drawing of the Holy Spirit.  Much as one 

would squirm if burning coals were placed upon their head.   Not as a 

punishment, but as a testimony to the Spirit’s draw on empty hearts. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: Paul closes this section by saying … don’t allow yourself to be personally 

overcome by evil but overcome evil with good (verse 21). 

 

This is the result of living out the 21 points that Paul gives us here!  

 

It’s not political activism or … 

car washes for the homeless or … 

100 hours of weekly volunteer work … 

 

Those things are not going to overcome this evil world.  But the sincere love and 

goodness of Christ, worked out through your life and my life … that can do it! 

 

We know that this world is evil and we know that the world system is a tool of Satan … 

so evil should be expected.   

 

This world does what it knows how to do, but you and I know better. 
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2nd Corinthians 5:17 … if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old 

things passed away; behold, new things have come. 

  

The book of Acts tells us that as Stephen was being stoned to death, he fell to his knees 

and cried out with a loud voice … "Lord, do not hold this sin against them!" And … 

having said that … he fell asleep. (Acts 7:60) 

 

And as a result, the observant Apostle Paul, on the road to Damascus cried out … 

"Who are You, Lord?" … (Acts 9:5) 

 

And as Jesus was taking His dying breath on the cross, He cried out … "Father, forgive 

them; for they do not know what they are doing." (Luke 23:34) 

 

And as a result, the Roman soldier who observed this responded … "Truly this 

was the Son of God!" (Matthew 27:54) 

 

Our part in overcoming evil is to heap on the good.  To smother the bad with the sincere 

love of Christ, not choke it in frustration.   

 

You may have noticed that all 21 of these points have one common goal … to make us 

different from the crowd.  Not different because of a unique tattoo or more pierced body 

parts than anybody else … but different because we’re actually living out our faith. 

 

That’s what all these points boil down to … living our faith and letting others see it … 

not just hear it.   

 

Q. Does society see what you say or only hear empty words? 

 

 


