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If you’ve been with us, then you know that we began studying Paul’s instructions and 

admonitions regarding personal Christian relationships last week in chapter 14 and we’ll 

continue that same message this morning in chapter 15 … personal Christian 

relationships. 

 

Q. So, what then is God’s plan for the relationships He builds between Christian 

brothers and sisters? – We know that God instituted the church and that His Word 

admonishes us to participate in, and contribute to, the life of the church … 

 

Q. But why?  What’s the function and purpose?  Well that’s the question that Paul had 

in mind when he wrote chapters 14 and 15 of this epistle to the church of Rome.  

 

So let’s glean from his answer … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 1-3: Paul said something that surprised me with regard to mature and immature 

Christian behavior in our previous study.   

 

Look again at the first two verses of chapter 14 … 

 

Romans 14:1 Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the 

purpose of passing judgment on his opinions. 2 One person has faith that he 

may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only. 

 

Q. Does that sound backward to you?   

 

Q. By church standards … wouldn’t you expect it to say just the opposite?  That the 

one who sacrifices and deprives himself the most is the most mature?  And the one 

who lives in the liberties of Christ is the immature? –  

 

That’s what I would have expected, but Paul describes the mature believer as the one who 

lives a life free of the religious restrictions and rituals of man.   

 

And here in chapter 15, he says that those who claim spiritual maturity have been given 

the responsibility of caring for those who are weaker in the faith.   

 

Those who are bound up in the ropes of legalism … trying to walk some imaginary 

Christian tightrope are to be under-girded by those of us with the liberty and power to do 
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so. 

 

He uses the word “bear” in verse 1 … the same word used in John 15 where Jesus 

describes how the Father exercises care over those of us privileged to be the branches of 

His vine.    

 

In the Greek it’s the word bastazo (bas-tad'-zo) … describing what the vinedresser would 

do with a vine that was dragging the ground.  A vine that had grown weak and was 

sagging in the muck.   

 

Bastazo (bas-tad'-zo) means to lift in a sustained way.  The vinedresser would lift up that 

weak branch, wash off the mud and fungi that would attack it and would then prop it up 

on a rock.   

 

And that’s the recipe that Paul’s giving us here in Romans 15.  That’s to be our approach 

toward our weaker brothers and sisters.   

 

Q. But that’s not our tendency is it?  Our tendency when we see a brother or sister 

sagging in the muck … is to point an accusing finger.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

But notice please that it doesn’t say we’re to “bear the weak.”   

 

My NASB says that we’re to “bear their weaknesses”.   

 

If you read NKJV is says “the … strong ought to bear with the scruples of the 

weak”. 

 

KJV says, “[the] strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak” and … 

 

NIV says “We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak”. 

   

The focus is getting the dirt and the fungus off of them.  The focus is on lifting them out 

of the muck.  Specifically, in this case, the muck of legalism.   

 

And Paul also says here that we’re to edify them.  It’s a word that means to spiritually 

profit or to bring about spiritual advancement.   

 

When we deal with those who have spiritual weaknesses, we’re to sacrificially do what it 

takes to spiritually advance them beyond their weakness.  And … as Paul reminded us in 

the previous chapter, we can’t allow our liberties to stumble those we’re sent to edify. 

   

There’s a story told about a man who lived in Chicago.  An upstanding and 

responsible citizen … respected in the community.  The man had no addictions, 

but he did enjoy a beer from time to time and even more so … a glass of wine with 

his evening meal. 
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Some had previously advised him that it might not be the best practice, but he’d 

rejected that counsel saying, “I don’t have a problem with alcohol.  I enjoy it, but 

I’m in no way addicted to, or dependent on, it.”   

 

One Thanksgiving Day, as the hour of the feast was approaching, the man 

discovered that he was nearly out of his favorite wine.  So, he quickly headed out, 

on foot, through the snow, down the sidewalk to the 24/7 liquor store.  As he was 

walking, he began to get the feeling that he was being followed.   

 

He stopped and turned around only to see his 5-year-old son striding as big as he 

could to step in the footprints that his father was leaving.  The man shouted back, 

“What are you doing son?”.  “Just walking in your footsteps dad” the boy 

replied.  The man pondered this for a moment, then headed back home without his 

wine.  

  

The man had the liberty … but it just wasn’t worth it!   

 

We most always remember that someone is always watching … and just might choose to 

walk in the footprints you leave.   

 

Q. And … if they do … where will they wind up? --   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 4-7: For the last one and a half chapters, Paul’s been reminding us to be 

accepting and understanding of the individuality and various giftings of one another, but 

now he says … be of one mind.   

 

Q. So, which is it? – Again … as St. Augustine said … “In the essentials there must be 

unity, in the non-essentials there must be liberty and, in all things, there must be 

[certainty]”. 

 

Or as Paul put it in … 

 

Romans 14:5 … Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind.  
 

Q. So how do we become of one mind? -- Paul says, “By gathering around and 

partaking of the scripture.” 

 

Q. How do we lift up, wash off and support our weaker siblings? -- By bringing them 

to the Word of God.   

 

Q. What did those vinedressers of old prop the weak branches on? -- A rock.  In our 

case it’s The Rock … Jesus Christ (Luke 10:17), who came, Hebrews 10:7 says, “in the 

volume of this book.”   

 

Q. What can the Bible do? -- Paul says it can train us in perseverance.  It encourages us, 

gives us hope and unifies us as a team.   
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Q. How does that happen? -- I have no idea.  But I can tell you from personal 

experience that it’s true.   

 

And although this does apply to our individual study at home … it applies even more to 

our corporate study in the fellowship.  Even if we disagree on the interpretation of certain 

non-essential aspects … it’s the fact that we gather together and partake of the Word … 

each of us desiring to receive and be nourished and grow.   

 

By that … the process of being knit together takes place and we take on the same mind 

… the mind of Christ.  And that kind of unity, as verse 6 points out … brings glory to the 

Lord.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 8-12:  Paul quotes here from five different Old Testament passages to show, as an 

example, how God has knit together the Jews and the Gentiles in His name.  

 

Two groups that were as different as any two groups could be.  Two groups that didn’t 

understand, trust or even like each other.   

 

Yet Paul’s able to point out how, even in their own fellowship there in Rome … they’d 

taken on one mind.  Serving side by side to the glory of God.  

 

And likewise, for those of us who have such differences.  We’re to receive others just as 

Christ received us.   

 

Q. Think about it … how much like Jesus were you … when you first came to Him? 

-- I was absolutely nothing like Him.  In truth … we were all the antithesis of Jesus when 

we came to Him.  

 

Q. So, the question that Paul’s asking then … is how open are your arms to those 

who are the antithesis of you?  Do you readily receive those who are as different 

from you as you were from Christ? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 13: By the power of the Holy Spirit.   

 

It says “hope, joy and peace by the power of the Holy Spirit”.    

 

But in verse 16 it says acceptance and sanctification by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.   

 

In verse 19 it says signs and wonders to confirm the Word of God by the power 

of the Holy Spirit.   

 

And in verse 30 it says love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

   

I believe that it’s not only possible, but that it’s exceedingly common, for genuine 
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believers to lumber through their spiritual life with absolutely no empowerment for God’s 

work.  And that lack of genuine Holy Spirit empowerment, among other things, leads to 

the weakness that Paul’s addressing here. Even the specific weakness of legalism.   

 

See … legalism is an invention that seeks to make the impotent look powerful.  We can 

keep laws in our own human strength, but we can’t have real hope, joy or peace.  We 

can’t be sanctified. We can’t work signs and wonders and we certainly can’t extend the 

agape love of our Savior.   

 

You and I weren’t born with the innate ability or power to do those things.  Such power 

can only be imparted to us by the Spirit of God. 

 

Q. So what do you do if you’ve never been empowered in that way? -- Come to 

RECHARGE service this Friday night and we’ll discuss that further and perhaps see that 

changed about you.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 14-16:  The Word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit … by one we’re 

prepared and by the other we’re empowered.  Removing either one is like filling your gas 

tank with water.  

 

But Paul expresses confidence in his readers … that they were both prepared and 

empowered to admonish and edify the brothers and sisters around them.  

 

So, he says boldly … get to it! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 17-19:  Here’s that crucial order again.  Paul desired for the ministry in Rome, as 

he did his own ministry … that the Word of God take center stage.  But he also 

understood that without the work of the Holy Spirit … studying the Bible is nothing more 

than an academic exercise.   

 

In Mark’s gospel this order is extended to the other apostles as well … 

 

Mark 16:20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord 

worked with them, and confirmed the word by the signs that followed. 

 

Now … don’t misunderstand this.  This is not promising that the Spirit will always follow 

us with miracles and wonders … this is promising that by the power of the Spirit we can 

live out the Word that we preach and share.   

 

God will give us the ability to display the Word of God … that’s the sign that followed 

and confirmed the ministry of Paul and the other apostles.  Miracles and healings and 

other manifestations of the Spirit aside.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 20-21: Clearly Paul wasn’t into the numbers thing.   

 

In terms of sheer numbers, the logical thing would have been for Paul to build upon 
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another man’s foundational work.  Let them sweat over the shovel work … then just 

swoop in and reap the harvest of souls.  Paul would have had more notches in his 

salvation belt, but he was called as a seed planter … not a harvester.   

 

That’s what the Spirit of God had empowered him to be … as he reminds us in … 

 

1st Corinthians 3:5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants 

through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. 

6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. 7 So then 

neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who 

causes the growth. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each 

will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 

 

Whether you’re a planter or a waterer or a harvester … do what you’ve been equipped 

and empowered to do with all your heart and trust God, not only for the increase, but also 

for the reward.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 22-29: WOW … to be able to say with Paul, “Well I’ve already told everyone 

around here about Jesus, so I’ve got to move on to another region.”   

 

Paul didn’t make it to Rome as he’d intended and we don’t know that he ever made it to 

Spain as his heart so desired, but he did make it to Heaven.   

 

In 67 A.D., Nero had Paul’s head cut off.  But I don’t think Paul had any desire for the 

sympathies of the people of his day nor ours.  For he’d said more than 15 years earlier … 

 

Philippians 1:23 … I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the 

desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better 

 

And then in his very last letter … written to his faithful son in the faith, Timothy, he 

seems to express that the conflict within him was resolved and that he was ready to go 

home … 

 

2nd Timothy 4:6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and 

the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have 

finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is laid up for 

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 

award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved 

His appearing. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 30-33: Paul was a man who understood the power and the priority of prayer so he 

asks the congregation at Rome to strive in prayer with him and for him.   

 

The word “strive” in the Greek is sunagonizomai (soon-ag-o-nid'-zom-ahee).  It means to 

agonize.  Paul wasn’t asking them for light or passing prayer.  He was asking them to 

agonize with him in prayer because he knew what was ahead of him.  The prophecies of 
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his suffering had been given a plenty.   

 

And he specifically asks that they agonize in prayer for three things: 

 

1. That he’d be protected from the unbelievers in Jerusalem.   

 

Q. And was he? -- Acts 21 and 22 tell us that they beat and bloodied him 

… so, I’d call that a “NO”.  

   

2. He also ask for prayer that his ministry might be accepted by the church in 

Jerusalem.   

 

Q. And was it? -- Well, Acts 21 tells us that the money he brought was 

well received, but as for his ministry … first they tried to clean him up 

politically by associating him with some Nazorites, but when that failed to 

make his ministry acceptable … he was arrested.  So, “NO” again! 

 

3. And lastly, he asks that the Roman church agonize with him in prayer so that he 

might be able to come to them in joy.  

 

Q. And did he? – No.  Acts 28 says that he went to Rome, not in joy, but in 

chains as a prisoner.  

  

Makes ya wonder … 

 

Q. Did the church really agonize with Paul in prayer for these issues? -- I don’t 

know.  We couldn’t say one way or another, but it makes you wonder.   

 

And it reminds me to ask again for your prayers on behalf of myself and the other leaders 

here and the ministry as a whole.  

_______________________________________________________________ 
Conclusion:  The purpose behind all that Paul’s had to say about relationships since 

chapter 12 has had one common purpose … to see Christ exalted.   

 

And I pray that we’ve all been reminded that it’s just that simple.  Because if Jesus is 

lifted up … He will draw people to Himself.   

 

Q. So how do you witness of Christ? – You exalt Him in your own life by the power of 

the Spirit … and as you lift Him up, He will draw the people.   

 

Q. And how do we grow as a church? -- By lifting up Jesus Christ … He will draw the 

people.  Jesus said … 

 

John 12:32 “… if I am lifted up …, [I] will draw all men to Myself." 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q. So, when it comes to one-on-one Christian relationships, as Paul addresses here 
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in chapter 15 … how is Christ exalted? – A four point-answer as we close:  

   

1.  Jesus is exalted through edifying and unified fellowship (verses 1-3). 

 

An Iowa farmer was speaking with a tourist who commented that all the fences, 

destroyed the scenery.  “Only until the corn comes in” the farmer returned.  “Once 

the corn comes in, you can’t even see the fences under it all”. 

 

And that’s true in the kingdom as well.  When the fruit’s abundant in your life and 

in my life … the distractions that might otherwise glare (like the weaknesses of 

others), become buried under the things that have eternal weight.  But when the 

fruit in our own ministries is lacking … everything will bug us.   

 

The bottom line is that if you find yourself getting caught up in quibbles and 

nitpicking about styles and nuances … you need to get busy with the things that 

matter.  Because you shouldn’t have enough time to get involved in meaningless 

controversies.   

 

2.  Jesus is exalted through our study of Him in His Word (verses 4-13). 

 

Someone once asked Charles Spurgeon “How do you defend the Bible?” 

 “Defend the Bible!”, he boomed.  “How do you defend a roaring lion? … Just 

open the cage and let it out!”  And such is the magic of the Word of God … our 

part is to faithfully take it in.   

 

3.  Jesus is exalted by our Spirit-powered walk of faith (verses 14-29).  

 

Q. Remember how Jesus said that there was no greater prophet than John 

the Baptist in Luke 7? 

 

Not Elijah who called down fire from Heaven. 

Not Elisha who raised the dead. 

Not Moses who parted the Red Sea. 

 

No … He said, “John the Baptist” … a man who performed no recorded 

miracles at all.   

 

There were no flashy signs in John’s ministry, but one thing John did faithfully 

was … exalt Jesus Christ … He lifted Him everywhere he went.   

 

And that one thing earned him the title; the greatest of all prophets.   

 

4.  And last, in verses 30-33, Jesus is exalted when we faithfully and fervently 

pray for one another. 

 

By these things Christ is exalted and when He’s exalted, people are drawn, lives are 
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changed, and souls are saved.   

 

 


