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Up to this point in 2
nd

 Timothy, Paul’s been dealing with his young protégé’s individual 

conduct in the ministry and his management of the church … all kind of first and second 

gear stuff.  But now he up-shifts to deal with personal and ministry fruitfulness.   

 

In Jesus’ Parable of the Sower, He tells us that there will be fruit-bearing variability … 

even amongst the limited, “good seed on good soil” group.  He says in Matthew 13:8-9 

… 

 

"And other … [seed] fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.  …"  

 

Q. It’s all about fruitfulness and what Paul wants is for each of us to be a 

hundredfold fruit producer … or … at least sixty … or maybe thirty? -- Well let’s 

take a peek at what he has to say about it … 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 1: Literally … “Be made strong by the grace of Christ” … be strengthened by His 

grace.   

 

We need to pay attention to what Paul’s saying and note that it’s not, “Be strengthened by 

your faith” or “Be strengthened by the success of your ministry” or “Be strengthened by 

those who are serving beside you” … but “Be strengthened by the grace of Christ.” 

 

Q. Why that specifically? – Because of all the things that a person might look to for 

strength … the grace of Christ is the ONE that will never fail nor be exhausted.   

Your faith … 

The successes of your ministry … 

Your ministry partners …  

They’ll all fail you in time.  They’ll all let you down, but the grace of Christ is bottomless 

… there’s no off valve to it.   

 

And Paul knew the day was at hand when Timothy was going to need that strength 

because the trials that were pressing in upon him in Ephesus weren’t going away … but 

Paul was going away. 

 

Timothy’s father in the faith was only days away from execution … so if Timothy was 

going to carry on in the ministry, despite such a devastating loss … he was going to have 

to do it in the strength of the grace of Christ. 
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God’s undeserved, unmerited favor is the ONE thing that takes away all of our 

excuses and defeats all of Satan’s lies.   

 

1. And this become our first of five keys to fruitfulness in ministry … your staying 

power is found in the grace of Christ … be strengthened by it.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 2: This is the very heart and soul of ministry!  This is discipleship! 

 

It’s what the Great Commission really boils down to (Matthew 28:18-20).  This is how 

we fulfill the commandment of Ephesians 4:12 to equip the saints.   

 

It is the very heart and soul of ministry … “Entrust the Word of God to faithful men who 

will be able to teach others”!  

 

But note the specifics of it.  This is in addition to the congregational sharing of the 

scripture.  This is personal investment in faithful people.  This is the reproduction of 

ministry.   

 

As I’ve reminded you before … the Great Commission was never given to the church … 

it was given to individuals … it was given to you and to me.   

 

It’s been said that, “healthy sheep begat healthy sheep” and I believe that … and I pray 

that you believe that.   

 

But if you do, then you also have to accept the fact that shepherds … no matter how 

healthy they might be cannot begat healthy sheep.  Flocks, as a whole, do not begat 

healthy sheep.  Shepherds and flocks don’t begat sheep … sheep begat sheep … and 

that’s what Paul’s saying to Timothy here.  

 

But again … note the first requirement for the people Paul’s talking about … the ones he 

wants to see raised up for, and trained in, the ministry … it’s not smarts … it’s not 

education or a good speaking voice.  It’s not talent or good looks.  It’s not money or 

charisma or popularity … it’s none of those things!  The first requirement … is 

faithfulness!  

 

In the Greek it’s the word pistos (pis-tos') … it means trustworthy and reliable.  This is 

the man or woman who keeps their word … every time.  This is the “go to” … “I can 

count on” person!  That’s the first requirement for ministry.   

 

So, if Satan’s told you before that you weren’t suave enough or pretty enough or 

intelligent enough … tell him to shut his trap … because faithfulness is not a gifting that 

some have and some don’t … faithfulness is a choice that each of us makes.  Therefore 

no one is disqualified from ministry outside of their own choosing.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now before we move on, I wanna make sure we’re all hearing what Paul’s saying here 
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about plagiarism … about … repeating someone else’s words … sometimes even to the 

extent that they come off as sounding like your own.   

 

Q. And what’s he saying about it?  -- He says, “JUST DO IT!”  Now, I’m not talking 

about copying someone else’s writings and then taking credit.  In fact, the point here is 

making sure that the only one who gets credit is God.   

 

But you know how it was pounded into your head when you were in school that you 

needed to be independently innovative and imaginative.  That you had to be original … 

that you must not plagiarize.   

 

And I agree 200% … in school.  But that’s absolutely NOT true when it comes to 

ministry or the teaching of the Word of God.   

 

Paul says here, “Remember the things that you heard me teach so that you can teach 

those same things to other faithful people so that they’ll be able to teach those same 

things to yet other faithful people.”   

 

And there’s no fine print about giving Paul credit. Paul understood that no matter who 

quoted him … the credit was never his to begin with.   

 

And if you think that all the things I share with you are my original thoughts … great … 

as far as I’m concerned that just means that I’m doing a decent job of teaching, but 

virtually everything you hear me teach is some mash-up of Chuck Smith, Skip Heitzig, 

Joe Focht, Jon Courson, Matthew Thoms and countless other teachers … but the credit is 

ALL Gods.   

 

In fact, I would go so far as to encourage you not to strive for originality.  Certainly, 

don’t ever get to the point of straining to be relevant or catchy or innovative.   

 

Q. Why? – Because the Word of God that we have today is the same Word of God that’s 

been available to man for thousands of years.  And it’s when teachers start straining for 

originality that heresies creep in.   

 

That’s where people begin to deviate from the basic truths of scripture for the sake of 

saying something new or titillating.  So, don’t struggle to be original … take what God 

gives you no matter what the human source.   And don’t hesitate to share a point just 

because it’s been shared before.   

 

2. And this is key number two to fruitfulness in ministry … do what works, not just 

what’s original and … teach others to do likewise.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 3-4: Paul embarks here on the first of three allegories.  This one of soldiering and 

in the following verses … the athlete and the farmer.   

 

Now if you were to translate this passage literally … you couldn’t use the noun, “soldier” 
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… you’d have to use the verb “soldiering”.  So, it’s not only speaking of someone who’s 

enlisted in military service, but one who’s actually engaged in military battle … one 

who’s about the business of soldiering.  

 

And of that soldier Paul makes three points in particular: 

 

A. He will suffer hardship. 

 

B. He mustn’t allow himself to be entangled in civilian affairs and … 

 

C. He must exist to please the one he serves under.   

 

Now … let’s examine those points a little closer … 

 

A. He will suffer hardship.  It’s not an invitation … it’s a guarantee … you will 

suffer if you serve Christ faithfully. 

 

But Paul IS extending an invitation to Timothy here … not an invitation to 

suffer, but an invitation to suffer WELL.  An invitation to suffer as a good 

soldier in Christ.   

 

Q. And what’s that mean? – Well … a soldier’s not really permitted to get 

whiny and fussy about their circumstances … especially not a soldier in Paul’s 

day.   

 

 “You’re going to suffer” Paul says, “but see to it that you suffer well.  That 

you don’t whine or fuss!” 

 

3. And we’ll call that key number three to fruitfulness in ministry … suffer well!  

 

B. The second point that Paul makes about a soldier is that he must separate 

himself from civilian affairs and worldly concerns.   

 

In the Parable of the Sower, Jesus referred to the cares of this world as weeds 

with thorns.   

 

He called it, “the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth” and 

said that “Those who entangle themselves in such things ‘become 

unfruitful’” (Matthew 13:22). “And are only good for being cut down and 

burned in the fire” (Matthew 7:19). 

 

You know there have been a number of armies throughout history that would 

take only single men.  There have even been armies who would only orphans.  

Even today, some special operation positions and the highest security 

clearances require that the individual have a low debt to income ratio.   
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And all of those rules are designed to eliminate the men and women who 

might be distracted at critical moments by non-military concerns.  They’re 

designed to eliminate the men and women who could potentially be 

manipulated by an enemy who might want to exploit their emotions toward a 

wife or children or parents.   

 

Jesus said that the first and greatest commandment is to … LOVE THE 

LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL 

YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' (Matthew 22:37). Not 

love Him almost as much as you love your family or your things.   

 

Years ago, in a devotional I was going through, I came across this anonymous 

story …   

 

“The blue-tick hound had bayed the sun into orbit, now he is running 

low-bellied with nose pressed to the trail.  The strong scent of bear 

intoxicated his brain as the splay-footed tracks drew him magnetically 

on.   

 

Suddenly … the warmer trail of a deer crossed his path … it must be 

much closer, so he swung to follow it.  Halfway down the hollow the 

hot spoor of a rabbit tied his hungry stomach in knots and the blue-tick 

turned in full voice to trail the rabbit. 

 

He soon lost the track and the rabbit when he paused to trace the 

tantalizing scent of a chipmunk which ended in a rock pile.  At evening 

time, his master found him excitedly circling a tall reed, at the top of 

which cowered a little field mouse.” 

 

Q. Can’t you relate to that at times? – I know I can.  God forgive us!  

Single-minded devotion … making daily decisions based on what’s best for 

the Army of God … that’s the prescription.   

 

4. And it’s also key number four to fruitfulness in ministry … be single-minded! 

 

C.  The third and final point that Paul makes about the soldiering man is that he 

must exist to please the one he serves.   

 

They’ve done studies to answer the question of why anyone … soldier or not, 

would advance into a battle where death was almost certain.  They’ve studied 

D-Day, June 6
th
 1944 … the day the Allied Forces stormed the Normandy 

Beaches of France.   

 

Most of us have seen reenactments of that day in the movies like “Saving 

Private Ryan”.  When the rear gates were dropped on those landing craft … 

those men knew they were going to be mowed down.  They knew they were 
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about to die and yet they weren’t clamoring for the back row.  

 

Q. And even then … those lucky few who made it to the beaches … what 

did they do? – They started climbing the hills straight for the fight … 

knowing that when they topped the hill, they were going to be slaughtered … 

and they were … wave after wave.   

 

And the studies have concluded that there’s one primary factor that influences 

a soldier’s willingness to fight and die in situations like D-Day.  You might 

think it would be family back home or a cause worth dying for, but not so.  

The single most influential factor in a soldier’s willingness to walk into 

certain death was loyalty to a commander.  Loyalty to fellow soldiers is the 

second most influential factor.   

 

Soldiering is a sacrificial service.  It’s making the choice to put it all on the 

line.  It’s counting the cost and then jumping out of the airplane or dropping 

the gate on the landing craft.   

 

You know Jesus said … 

 

Matthew 16:24 … "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must 

deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  25 "For 

whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his 

life for My sake will find it.  

 

And people will say “Oh, I’m bearing my cross … I have cancer.  I bear the 

cross daily.” Or “I’m bearing the cross … my husband or my wife, they left 

me … I’m bearing the cross.”  Or “I’m bearing the cross … my loved one 

died”, but those things are NOT bearing the cross … those things are just life.   

 

Remember how Jesus also said … 

 

John 16:33 … In the world you have tribulation …  

 

Taking up the cross is what Jesus did … it’s what Paul’s conveying here 

through the allegory of the soldier.  Taking up the cross means making a 

conscious choice … a CHOICE to sacrifice something of yourself for the sake 

of someone else.   

 

Taking up the cross is not getting cancer … it’s using your last months or 

weeks or days … to tell others about what you’re anticipating when you draw 

your last breath.   

 

Taking up the cross is not enduring a divorce it’s choosing to remain in a 

marriage that’s painful for the sake of your witness and the will of your God.   
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Taking up the cross is not the pain of losing a loved one it’s looking to Jesus 

and maintaining your joy and using those circumstances as a platform to 

preach Christ.   

 

Taking up the cross is turning off the T.V. and opening your home to host a 

Bible study.   

 

Taking up the cross is saying “No” to that better paying job when it interferes 

with your ministry.   

 

Taking up the cross is buying the minivan instead of the sports car so that you 

can swing by the nursing home and bring a vanload of people with you on 

Sunday morning and Wednesday night.   

 

Those things are taking up the cross.   

 

It’s sacrificial service and that’s what a soldier does … whether of the United 

States Military or of Christ … that’s what a soldier does … by choice.   

 

When a man or woman enlists themselves in the service of any military … they’re giving 

themselves to the service of that military.  They’re committing themselves to take orders 

from that military’s commanders.  They’re committing to be on call … day and night, 

rain or shine, good or bad.  When the order’s given, the enlisted one … goes.   

 

Dr. Charles Ryrie enumerates the characteristics of a soldier in Christ this way … “A 

good soldier is strong, single minded, well disciplined, secure and faithful.  A good 

soldier accepts his God-given assignment and is always a servant.” 

 

5. So, the fifth and final key to fruitfulness in ministry this morning is … devotion to 

the Commander and His cause, Jesus Christ and the church.  

   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: Jonathon Edwards wrote … 

 

“Life is so short and of such great importance … time is so perishable and so 

priceless, there is no time for toying with the bad or dabbling with the doubtful or 

going after the good!  The good isn’t good enough!  You don’t even have time for 

the urgent … You have time only for the best!  The very best!!” 

 

Q. So, what’s the best to you? 

 

May we not be like that Blue-Tick Hound … here and there, running after this cause and 

that pursuit.  Sent after bear and bagging only a field mouse.   

 

 


