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Over the last chapter and a half, Paul’s been methodically equipping Timothy with the 

things he’d need to protect himself and the flock at Ephesus from the ungodly influences 

that would surely be come his way once Paul was removed from the picture … something 

that happened mere months after this writing when Nero had Paul beheaded.   

 

And as part of that effort, here in the latter half of chapter 3, Paul offers Timothy some 

words of encouragement … in the form of an assessment … both of Timothy and his 

ministry.   

 

If you’ve been with us throughout our study of 2
nd

 Timothy, you’ll remember how Paul 

used three separate metaphors in chapter 2, to paint a picture of what a Christian ought 

to be; the good soldier, the winning athlete and the hard-working farmer.   

 

Following that, he brushed in a portrait of wayward Christians … ranging from those 

who are doctrinally confused to those who are out to be harmful. 

 

Now he comes back and paints Timothy on that continuum of assessment, from the right-

on believer to the dangerous and confused so let’s listen to Paul’s assessment …  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 10-11: Whereas the characters in last week’s study chose to follow the ways of 

the world, Paul says to Timothy here, “you chose to follow me”.   

 

The word means to trace out and conform to.   

Timothy observed Paul’s ministry … 

sought to understand it …  

made it concise and usable in his own mind and then … 

set to work emulating it … one step at a time.   

 

In particular … he immulated Paul’s teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, 

perseverance, persecution and suffering. 

 

A list I’d prefer to pick and choose from rather than emulate all of it.  I’ll take the 

teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, and love and … someone else can have the patience, 

perseverance, persecution and suffering.   

 

But in reality, that wouldn’t work … Paul only offer it as a packaged deal … and for 

good reason as we’ll see.   
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But you can tell that Paul’s proud of Timothy … for his growth in nine specific areas: 

 

1. Teaching 

2. Conduct 

3. Purpose 

4. Faith 

5. Patience (or longsuffering) 

6. Unconditional love 

7. Perseverance (or tenacity) 

8. Persecutions (using a Greek word that specifies the endurance of physical pain) 

9. And sufferings (using a Greek word that specifies the endurance of emotional 

pain)  

 

And then Paul reminds Timothy of three specific examples that he’d both witnessed and 

participated in: Antioch, Iconium and Lystra.   

 

Q. So, what’s the deal with these three? –  

 

1. Antioch (Acts 13): Paul visited Antioch on both his first and second 

missionary journeys.  And the scripture tells the story of how Paul went into 

the synagogue there on the Sabbath, sat down and began listening respectfully 

as the rabbi spoke. 

 

After the message, the rabbi asked if there was anyone else who had a word of 

exhortation.  So, Paul stood up and delivered a powerful message from the 

Old Testament proving that Jesus was the Christ and that the people of 

Antioch were invited to salvation through Him.   

 

Now there were two groups listening to what Paul had to say, the Jews inside 

the synagogue and the Gentiles who had their ears pressed up against the 

walls, listening in from the outside.   

 

And those Gentiles outside, were overtly excited about Paul’s message of 

salvation … and there were even a few open-minded Jews.  The majority, 

however, was skeptical, but not hostile.   

 

At least, not hostile until some of the people asked Paul to speak to them again 

and he showed up to do so the following Sabbath … because the scripture 

says, “the whole city turned out to hear Paul” (Acts 13:44). 

 

And that’s when the leaders and teachers became jealous and went through the 

crowd … whispering lies about Paul’s integrity and purpose and ultimately 

Paul had to leave the city in haste … leaving there and heading for …  

 

2. Iconium (Acts 14): Again, Paul entered the synagogue and again he gave an 
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alter call … and some gave their life to Jesus that day.  And, as usual … some got 

upset.  They threatened Paul and again he left town … this time headed for …  

 

3. Lystra (Acts 14): Lystra was Timothy’s hometown and was, no doubt, where 

he first met Paul who went there on his first missionary.  Timothy would have 

been no more than a boy … standing on his tiptoes trying to get a glimpse of Paul 

over the crowd. 

   

Many believe that this was when Timothy came to know Jesus … after which he 

watched as the people stoned Paul, drug him out of the city and left him for dead.   

 

In fact, it’s very possible that Timothy was part of the small group that came to 

Paul’s aid on the beach and part of the group that followed Him back into the city 

when he stood up on wobbly legs and said, “Let’s go tell these guys again how 

much Jesus loves ‘em!”   

 

That’s ministry by example … and Timothy had quite a mentor! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now if you would … I’d like you to pay special attention to Paul’s words in the latter 

part of verse 11 because they’re very deliberate.  Notice that he doesn’t claim that God 

delivered him from each of these difficult situations, but rather that God delivered Him 

out of them.  Not “from”, but “out of”! 

 

Which means that before God can save us out of a difficulty, He must first place us in 

that difficulty.  It has never been and will never be … God’s plan to spare us from all 

difficulties.  But He will … He will … He will deliver us out of them.   

 

Keep in mind however, that it is God who defines what’s meant by “delivered” or 

“rescued”.  Paul’s rejoicing here as he exclaims that God rescued him in all three of these 

locations; run out of town twice and stoned and left for dead.   

 

That’s what Paul’s calling “rescued”.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 12: One of those promises we’d just as soon not hear.  

 

Q. But it raises the question … are you being persecuted? I think if any of you had 

been tied to the stake recently, we’d have heard about it …  but what about 

persecution in the small ways? – It’s an important question because Paul says here that 

“all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (emphasis added).  

So, it’s an inescapable certainty.   

 

And notice that this certainty isn’t even based on deeds … it’s based on desire.  If you 

desire to live godly … you will be persecuted … 

 

Peter gives us further counsel in this area …  
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1st Peter 3:15 … sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready 

to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope 

that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 16 and keep a good 

conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile 

your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame. 17 For it is better, if God 

should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing 

what is wrong.  

 

In other words, you can’t call it persecution if you’re only reaping the natural 

consequences of dumb choices and an obnoxious attitude, but if your living for Jesus, and 

addressing the curious with gentleness and reverence and yet still suffering for it … then 

you’re on the right track.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 13: As they’re deceived by Satan, those who are deceived, will, in-turn, deceive 

others.  And no political movement or program of social reform or psychological therapy 

or self-help group or anything else man does, or tries to do, will change that.   

 

As we saw last week, and will see again next week, it’s only going to get worse.   

 

I wanna share a true story with you.  It’s from Tasmania, Australia and the story is sadly 

amusing, but the part I most want you to hear is the editorial column that follows.   

 

In Tasmania there’s a Baptist church that had more land than it could use, so it leased out 

a portion of it.  Unfortunately, the contract they drew up didn’t specify nor limit what the 

land could be used for.  So, they naively signed a long-term lease with their new tenants 

and neighbors … who promptly thereafter… opened a strip bar … on church property.   

 

And the proprietors of the strip club were, understandably, not interested in the churches’ 

concerns and declined to move.   

 

So, the church decided to try and put them out of business through a media campaign. 

They bought newspaper space, put adds on the television and radio … they even picketed 

the front of the building … which … resulted, not in the closure of the strip bar, but in a 

lawsuit.  And that’s where the story gets interesting …  

 

The article reads this way …  

 [The club’s lawyer] Mr. Chopping said his clients would claim “unspecified 

damages” for what they described as a “continual harassment and media 

campaign from the church”.  He said, “It’s a well-conducted business and it’s 

conducted in accordance with the law.  There have been no complaints of 

drunkenness or brawling such as you see in other establishments.” 

Mr Chopping said [his client,] The Bobncoll Company would also seek an 

injunction against the church. “That would be a court order to stop them from 

interfering in the business,” he said.  “… it’s only fair. You never hear about 
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strippers campaigning to close down churches, right?  So, it’s not very nice of a 

minister to do the opposite.” 

So that’s the basic story, but now listen to the comments sent in by the public on the issue 

…  

1. “I find myself thinking … which has done more damage to the world, 

organized religion or nudity? I also find myself thinking: what problem does the 

church have in people seeing other people in the way that they would say God 

designed us?  What a curious world!” 

2. “Churches! Don’t get me started about churches!” 

3. “Strange as it may sound, I have a certain sympathy for the church here. The 

strip club is operating on property leased from the church. So, the ministers are 

not merely interfering in the lives of others (as they often do), but with something 

that is being done on their own ground. 

On the other hand, it seems that there was nothing in the leasing contract that 

would prevent the running of a strip club. So, the church can’t really change that 

with hindsight … if they disapprove of strip clubs, they should have been more 

careful when they gave out the contract!” 

4. “OK, I can see a church fighting against a local strip club. I don’t agree with it, 

but it’s pretty much to be expected from them.” 

5. “Aye, churches! The day they become rational is, I suspect, the day most of 

their attendees stop attending. Back in May, my husband and I had a bit of a 

drama when the pastor who was supposed to officiate at our wedding, who, mind 

you, is the pastor of his family’s church, backed out at the last minute. His 

reasoning was that we were already living in sin, and therefore, he could not, as a 

representative of his church, marry us. So, we were living in sin… but he wasn’t 

about to let us stop. The mind boggles. We sent a literate but strongly worded 

letter to him and had a civil ceremony instead. I’m almost surprised this church 

isn’t telling the strippers, “God made you naked; how dare you take off your 

clothes?” That’s about the reasoning I’ve come to expect.” 

Q. Is it just me … or is no one is on God’s team here?  And Paul warns us that it’s 

only going to get worse.   

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Verses 14-15:  Paul’s speaking in past tense … talking about the things that Timothy had 

already learned.   

It’s a warning of sorts … Timothy … don’t let those things gather dust … don’t put what 

you’ve learned on the shelf for the sake of new things.  He’s not saying that Timothy 
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shouldn’t learn new things or even do new things … he’s saying that he shouldn’t throw 

out the old for the new and his emphasis is on the scripture.  

Seems like timely advice for us considering all that’s going on with our new 1535 

Steering Group!   

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Verses 16-17: Paul’s given Timothy a lot of warnings:   

He’s warned him that evil times were coming.   

That men were gonna go from bad to worse … deceiving and being deceived.   

He’s warned him that all sorts of false doctrines were going to be introduced into 

to the church by wolves in sheep’s clothing.   

And here … Paul says, “Timothy … this is your safety net … your guardian.  This is your 

firm foundation … it’s called … The Word of God.” 

 

Your guardian’s not a man or even an army.  Your safety net isn’t your experiences or 

education.  Your firm foundation isn’t religion or any church.   

 

Your guardian, safety net and foundation … are all found in the scripture.   

 

And to remind you … the word “all”, it means all … so when it says “all scripture” … 

that means:  

 

1. The Genesis account of the six-day creation as well as the literal flood in 

Noah’s day. 

 

2. It includes Jonah being swallowed by a whale and regurgitated three days later 

still alive. 

 

3. It includes the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ … recorded 

and preserved without error.   

 

4. And it includes Romans 3:23 which says that “… all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God” along with Romans 10:11 which promises us that 

“… WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 

 

“All” means all and that’s all that “all” means!  None of us get to pick and choose.   

 

Q. And what’s the Word good for? – Well Paul gives us, at least, a partial list: 

 

1. Teaching.  For giving us instruction.  It’s literally the Owner’s Manual.   

 

2. Reproof. A word that means to prove guilty.  By the scriptures, we are 
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convicted and challenged to change.   

 

3. Correction.  A word of great encouragement … it means to set upright what’s 

fallen over.  To right what’s been flipped upside down.   

 

4. Training in righteousness.  By the Word of God, we’re trained in a right 

standing before its author. We’re taught that we can stand in righteous confidence 

before the throne of God if we’ve been washed by the blood of The Righteous 

One.   

 

Q. And to what end? – To equip you … to prepare me … for every good work.  It’s by 

the Word that we’re made ready for God’s plan.   

 

I have a friend that I first began ministering to nearly 20 years ago.  Hard-hearted, 

arrogant, bitter … you get the picture.  No doubt you know someone just like ‘em.   

 

Well through the course of my ministry, and to some extent, as a result of my frustration, 

I took this person a Bible and simply challenged ‘em to read from Genesis to Revelation 

… never really expecting that they’d do it.  But they did!   

 

And I’m here to tell you that this individual is not the same person.  First off … they got 

saved and now live a totally changed life with an attitude that’s 180 degrees from where 

it once was.   

 

And that change didn’t result of any man’s words.  That change is the direct and singular 

result of the Word of God being internalized.   

 

The Bible, as promised, changes the people who take it in … that includes you and the 

people you might recommend it to.  

 

Timothy’s another great example of this.  As we’ve studied his person before … he 

wasn’t an impressive man.  He was timid, he lacked confidence, he feared the opinions of 

others … he was even a bit sickly, yet at the end of the day … 

 

Q. What was Paul’s assessment of him? – Well he said to the Corinthians …  

 

1st Corinthians 4:17 … Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the 

Lord … he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ …  

 

Q. And how could he score so well, when he had all those character traits and 

personality flaws against him? – The Word of God!  It gives everyone who will devote 

themselves to it, an unfair advantage.  It stacks the deck! 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  

 

Q. And yet … anyone wanna  guess what percentage of evangelical churches today 
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have a midweek Bible study? – Three!  That’s what a recent Barna survey tells us … 

three percent of evangelical churches today have a midweek Bible study.   

 

Now, the percentage of churches that meet midweek is higher than that, but only three 

percent meet for a Bible study. The balance have a self-help session or a missionary’s 

testimony or a business meeting or they do a children’s service or some other secondary 

thing. 

 

Q. Why? – The survey tells us … because they can’t get anyone to show up for a Bible 

study.   

 

People are becoming less and less interested in what God has to say and churches are 

bowing to the demands of those people.  No wonder man’s going from bad to worse.   

 

We have an enemy who wants to keep us out of God’s Word and there’s a reason that he 

puts so much effort into it … he knows … Satan knows the power of the Word of God 

and he likes it a lot better when you’re impotent and anemic.  You’re much easier prey.   

 

So, as Paul warned Timothy … “Don’t let that happen to you!” … I pray “May that never 

happen here.”  May we always stand on the WORD of God!   

 

 


