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Paul began chapter 2 with instructions to Titus on priorities for various groups of people 

at various points in their life; Bible teachers, older men, older women, young women, 

young men, ministers and employees.  

 

And as I reminded you at the time … we all fall into, at least, one of those people groups.  

Something you’ll want to keep in mind as we launch into chapter 3, because Paul’s still 

instructing Titus on what he referred to earlier as “Putting the churches in order.”   

 

That’s the theme of what remains of this letter which means, among other things, that 

Paul’s addressing us … the church in general in the context of “setting it in order”.   

 

So, let’s listen in and see what Paul has to say to us here in the final chapter of Titus …. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 1: Tell them again and again Titus … about the proper relationship between 

believers and authorities; parents, teachers, employers, spiritual leaders, government 

officials etc…   

 

And remember … at the time Paul wrote this, Caesar Nero was reigning.  A cruel and 

criminal man who hated and actively persecuted Christians and yet Paul urges subjection 

for believers.  So despite what we have seen at times … Christianity is not a religion of 

rebellion.   

 

The fact that our true citizenship is of another world should make us better U.S. citizens.   

We’re to be an asset to our country and to our neighborhoods … not a detriment.  So, “Be 

obedient and ready for every good work.” 

 

1st Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, 

do all to the glory of God.  

 

The late, A. W. Tozer once commented on this verse by asking … “Will it bring glory to 

God?  If the chief end of man is to bring glory to God, this should be our first test and 

chief concern.  If the proposed course of action principally benefits self and does not 

bring glory to God, it is something that can well be laid aside.” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 2-3: Here’s how it breaks down … 

verse 2 tells us “what” …  

verse 3 tell us “why” and when we get to … 
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verses 4-7 we’ll see the “how”. 

 

Q. The what? – Peaceable, gentle, considerate and free of malice as we relate to one 

another … person to person.   

 

Q. Why? – Because we remember what it was like to be unsaved … to be a person 

without peace.  A person, more than, challenged to exercise gentleness or offer 

consideration to others.   

 

Q. And the how? – The power of the God who saved us and the Spirit who leads us.   

 

In all of that what Paul’s saying is “Don’t judge the unsaved too harshly.”   

 

Q. Because … in what power would you expect them to change?  They’re Satan’s and 

under His control so concentrate on their salvation, not their behavior.   

 

Remember what you were like before your own salvation.  Not only what you’ve been 

saved for, but what you’ve been saved from.   

 

Notice the description of what we were and what the unsaved still are.  It’s not very 

flattering nor is it an uncommon point for Paul to make …  

 

Ephesians 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you 

formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the 

prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 

disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our 

flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 

children of wrath, even as the rest.  

 

Referring to what unsaved people naturally do … he collectively calls it …  

“foolishness”. 

 

But he then breaks that foolishness down into four manifestations; disobedience, 

deception, enslavement and finally … a fleshly lifestyle.   

 

1. Disobedience.  Q. How foolish is it to disobey God? -- He’s the all-knowing 

God of the Universe.   

 

Q. So, who knows better … us or Him? – My money’s on Him.  But when 

we disobey, we’re declaring that we’re right and God’s wrong.     

 

Q. Remember when God told King Saul to completely wipe out the 

Amalekites and he disobeyed with some flimsy, religious excuse (1st 

Samuel 15)? – And Samuel the prophet said to him … “You have 

behaved foolishly!” 
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2. Living in deception.  Q. Remember the story of Sampson from Judges 

chapter 16? -- After that Nazarite’s hair had finally been cut … his lovely 

bride once again began shouting …  

 

20 … "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" And he awoke from 

his sleep and said, "I will go out as at other times and shake myself 

free." But he did not know that the LORD had departed from him. 

 

He was deceived about his own condition.  How important it is for us to take 

an honest, spiritual inventory.   

 

Better yet … make sure that you’ve invited a few choice brothers and sisters 

to take an inventory for you and to report their findings honestly and 

regularly.   

 

3. Enslavement …  

 

Q. Enslaved by what? – Various lusts to fleshly pleasures. 

 

Our American, democratic sentiments like the ring of the word “freedom”, 

but listen … the point of this life is not finding freedom … it’s finding the 

right master. 

 

Because if Christ is not your master … Satan is.  We’re all enslaved … but 

to be enslaved to anyone or anything other than Christ is foolishness.   

 

4. Lifestyle.  The charge is of spending or squandering a life.  And it specifically 

lists things like malice and envy and hatefulness.   

 

James puts it this way … 

 

James 4:1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among 

you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your 

members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. 

You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. 

…  

 

Outside of Christ … people, too often, waste an entire lifetime defending 

their rights … especially in America.   

 

Pursuing what they think they deserve … Paul calls it foolishness and a 

“wasted” lifetime. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

But then we come to verse 4 and, in the context of what Paul’s talking about … one of 

the most beautiful words in the English language … “But ….”!   
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When you’re knee deep in what seems to be hopeless foolishness … the word “but” is a 

welcome thing.  It’s a word that says, “There’s hope!” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 4-8: It’s the contrast … life with Jesus and life without Jesus.  Life separated 

from, and life in the arms of, God.   

 

And that comparison and contrast is divided between verses 3 and 4, by what the 

scholars call a “disassociated conjunction”.  We call it the word, “but”.   

 

There you are in an eternally lost state … walking in foolishness, living a life of 

disobedience and rebellion … enslaved and utterly miserable … and then God says … 

“BUT …”!  It’s a simple before and after contrast.   

 

Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with 

which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us 

alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up 

with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so 

that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 

through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a 

result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so 

that we would walk in them. … 12 remember that you were at that time 

separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in 

the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have 

been brought near by the blood of Christ.  

 

And Peter says that after you’re saved, and the process of your sanctification has begun 

and become noticeable … he says “Your friends are … 

 

1st Peter 4:4 … surprised that you do not run with them into the same 

excesses of dissipation …  

 

The old and the new … it’s real and when it’s real … it’s observable! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q. Now, before we move on, would you look back with me to verses 5 & 6? – I just 

wanna make sure we understand that they’re not talking about our salvation like verse 4.   

 

Rather, it’s talking about sanctification and service …. the process by which we’re set 

apart to God.  As we become more and more separated from the world and more and 

more fruitful in our service.   

 

It says … by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom 

He poured out upon us richly …  
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At the time of the completion of The Temple, 2nd Chronicles chapter 7 records this … 

 

“... when Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and 

consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD 

filled the house” (verse 1).   

 

That phenomenon of God’s glory filling a space is generally referred to as The Shekinah 

Glory of God.   

 

In the Old Testament fire symbolizes the glory of God … in the form of His 

judgments.   

 

But in the New Testament it speaks of the presence and energy of the Holy Spirit 

… still a manifestation of His glory … His Shekinah Glory.   

 

As John the Baptist said in … 

 

Matthew 3:11 "As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He 

who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His 

sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  

 

It would be an err to say that fire in the New Testament is a direct symbol of the Holy 

Spirit Himself.  If that were so then John the Baptist told the onlookers that day that, 

“Jesus would baptize them with the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit.”  

 

But what he said was, “Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit and with His power and 

presence.”  Two separate works and usually two separate events in the life of a believer 

… but … both absolutely essential to fruitful service.  

 

Of course, that prophecy of John the Baptist was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 

chapter 2 where it says … 

 

Acts 2:3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing 

themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was 

giving them utterance.  

 

On that … Dr. J. Oswald Sanders said …  

 

“In Elijah’s day the holy fire had disappeared from the alters of Jehovah; and 

false fires were burning on the alters of Baal.  The glory (The Shekinah Glory), 

had departed, and no man could rekindle the sacred flame … for there is no 

substitute for the true fire of God.” 

 

“In our day, the greatest lack in the life of the individual Christian and the church 
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is the fire of God, the manifested presence and the mighty working of the Holy 

Spirit.  There is little about us that cannot be explained on the level of the natural.  

Our lives are not fire-touched.  There is no holy blaze in our churches to which 

people are irresistibly drawn as a moth to a flame.   

 

It is the absence of the fire of God that accounts for the insignificant impact the 

church is making on a lost world.  It’s never had better organization, more 

scholarly ministry, greater resources of people and means or more skillful 

techniques.  And yet never has it made a smaller contribution to solving the 

problems of a distraught world.   

 

Our prayer should be, “Lord, send fire.”  What else can meet the need of the 

hour?” 

 

We’re wooed by the Spirit before salvation, indwelt by the Spirit at salvation and 

empowered by the Spirit subsequent to salvation.  

 

Q. Is that necessary? – It is if you want to live joyously and bear fruit to God’s glory.  If 

you want to engage in good deeds as verse 8 instructs.    

 

Q. How does it happen? – By our invitation and surrender.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 9: Arguing and striving over things that aren’t ultimately going to affect your life 

of service for Christ … nor your eternal life with Him … is foolish.   

 

Be practical with your time and your energy.  Always be cautious of God’s reputation 

and glory.  Be mindful of the fact that we can do great harm to both … when we engage 

in disputes for the sake of being right.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 10-11: In the Greek, this passage is describing … one who causes others to 

choose or one who is schismatic.  Someone who’s divisive or who divides people into 

groups.   

 

Warn him twice, according to the protocol of Christian discipline in Matthew 18 and if 

that fails … then dismiss him from fellowship.  Don’t engage in an indefinite dialog with 

divisive people.  Paul says … put a cap on it right there.   

 

This is not man’s opinion … it’s scripture.  It’s very black and white and when exercised 

as prescribed … it’s a faithful protector of you … your witness … your time and your 

sanity.  

 

Talk to them, warn them, but if they persist in their divisiveness, then it’s time to cut ties.   

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Verses 12-15: Primarily personal notes.   

 

Apparently, Paul was sending some help to Titus for the work there on Crete and that 
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was, in part, to free Titus up for a visit to Rome.  

 

Paul, however, was arrested before that visit could take place.   

 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion: We’re saved by the grace of God and washed by the blood of the Lamb.  

Our sins are washed away … done away with … eternally cast off.   

 

Q. But when you go to Lord as we’re instructed in 1st John 1:9 .. and you make 

confession of your wrongs and receive the forgiveness that’s promised there … how 

long is it … from the time you get off of your knees until you’ve soiled yourself with 

sin again?  

 

For most of us … certainly for me … it’s an embarrassingly short period of time!  But 

having said that … by the process of sanctification … of spiritual maturity … we ought to 

be able to lengthen that time … at least, a little.  

 

It’s been said, and I believe it … that, “God holds us responsible, not only for what we 

have, but also what we could have and, not only what we are, but what we could be.” 

 

He’s designed a plan for you … a plan that’s beyond your ability to comprehend.  Far 

more than you could ever ask, think or imagine (Ephesians 3:20).   

 

Therefore, it’s a plan that you could never achieve on your own.  And yet … it’s a plan 

that you’re being held responsible for.  His plan for you is a plan you’ll answer for … 

whether in success or failure.   

 

Because a man or a woman who will surrender to the working of the Spirit in their life 

will fulfill their potential, but those who won’t surrender … will fulfill very little of 

God’s plan.  

 

That means that what we’re really held responsible for … isn’t the grandeur of what 

we’ve accomplished … but the fullness of our surrender.   


