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As I mentioned previously … Ephesians begins with three solid chapters on what we 

have in Christ.  Three chapters of blessing upon blessing and promise upon promise.   

 

In Christ we’ve been saved, forgiven, cleansed, elevated, redeemed, accepted, embraced, 

enlightened, supplied, called, equipped, empowered, chosen and predestined.  And that 

only gets us to the 10
th

 verse of chapter 2.   

 

But beginning here in the 11
th

 verse, Paul describes yet one more thing that we have in 

Christ … a family!  The family of God.  Something we too often take for granted, but that 

is part of God’s divine plan.   

 

In fact … note with me that subjects like God’s grace and the work of the Spirit and the 

power of prayer … all exceedingly important things … but none of them get more than a 

few verses here in Ephesians while the blessings of the family of God … gets two full 

chapters!   

 

It tells us that it’s a very important topic to our Lord.  So … let’s get started … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 11-13: Paul’s referring, of course, to the Jews and the Gentiles, the 

“circumcision” and the “uncircumcision”.   

 

It’s really inarguable that the Jews were and are, God’s chosen people.  From the 

foundations of the world, God chose them for many special functions, not the least of 

which was the birth of the Messiah.   

 

The Gentiles were therefore, excluded on many levels, simply because they couldn’t 

change their bloodline.  But Paul declares here that these two groups; Jews and Gentiles, 

are offered unity in Christ.   

 

What was once separated by bloodline is now united by His shed blood.  Yet one more 

thing we have in Christ … unity.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 14-16:  

 

Q. So, what was this enmity? –  It was the Old Testament laws and covenants made 

between God and His people, the Jews.   
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This relates all the way back to the Temple because in it … Jews and Gentiles were 

segregated by a wall. There was one section known as the Court of the Jews and another 

known as the Court of the Gentiles and there was a sign engraved on that wall that 

warned the Gentiles that the death penalty was enforced for crossing over.   

 

And if you were a religious Jew in Paul’s day you were required to strictly avoid contact 

with Gentiles. If you accidentally brushed up against one in the marketplace or something 

… you’d have to hurry home to ritually cleanse yourself.   

 

So, Gentiles generally saw Jews as spiritual snobs and Jews saw Gentiles as spiritual 

cooties.  

 

But in reality, the Jews were just doing the best they knew how … to earn God’s 

approval.   We see just how performance-based their acceptance was in passages like …  

 

1st Kings 6:11 Now the word of the LORD came to Solomon saying, 12 

"Concerning this house which you are building, if you will walk in My 

statutes and execute My ordinances and keep all My commandments by 

walking in them, then I will carry out My word with you which I spoke to 

David your father. 13 " I will dwell among the sons of Israel, and will not 

forsake My people Israel."[emphasis added] 

 

So, there was an enmity between Jews and Gentiles … and it didn’t die out in antiquity.  

No group has ever been as hated and mistreated as the Jews.   

 

In fact, the only people who really have peace with the Jews … are the Christians.   

 

Q. Because what brings peace? – Christ does … verse 14 says.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 17-18:  Through His blood … both groups are offered peace with the Father and 

access to His throne.  Then … as His children … we’re offered peace with one another.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 19-22:  By His work on the cross, a new man was created (past tense).  But then 

the passage refers to the “growing” of a new building in the present tense.   

 

The work was started at the cross but continues to this day. He’s still creating the 

building, a new family … speaking of the church.   

 

A building that Jesus claims the sovereign right to build and of which, He is the chief 

cornerstone … the one upon whom the whole thing rests.   

 

The foundational layer is the message of the prophets and the apostles as Jesus told Peter 

… 

 

Matthew 16:18 "I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will 

build My church …  
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And each believer is a brick in the wall … 

 

1st Peter 2:4 … coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by 

men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, 5 you also, as living 

stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer 

up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For this is 

contained in Scripture: "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A 

PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL 

NOT BE DISAPPOINTED." 7 This precious value, then, is for you who 

believe …  
 

Together … we’re building and being built into a habitation for God Himself.  And doing 

that … requires you and me and him and her and them.   

 

Because a building can’t consist of one brick and likewise … the church can’t consist of 

one person or even one group or one church.  It’s all of us and it’s each of us occupying 

the place Christ chooses for us.   

 

Consider … 

 

Matthew 18:20 … where two or three have gathered together in My name, I 

am there in their midst."   

 

The Lord’s building this building called His church and He’s using living stones to do 

that with … you and me.  Meaning that the process of being fit together … continues.   

 

As we’re pressed together into the wall where He’s placed us … we wiggle.  It’s only 

natural because we’re living stones.  And in the midst of those walls consisting of us … 

He dwells.   

 

But as I wiggle and as you wiggle, my top edge and your bottom edge, are kind of rubbed 

together … and that, inevitably creates friction.  A bit of chipping and sanding takes 

place and sometimes a little heat’s produced.   

 

And I can either accept that work of God in my life … His process of fitting me perfectly 

into the wall where He knows I fit best, or I can resist it.  I can turn to you and say, “Hey 

buddy … you’re rubbing me the wrong way!”  I may even consider pulling my block out 

of that wall altogether … and wondering off to find a place of my own choosing. But 

only the Lord knows best.   

 

Our tendency is always to bebop around the building inspecting all the vacant holes in the 

wall … looking at the holes and then looking at ourselves … until we find a hole that 

looks just like our shape … and then we jump in.  No sanding, grinding or reshaping 

required!  
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But that’s definitely not how the Lord does it.  I think if He allowed us to see the shape of 

the hole, He’s chosen for us … we might pass out in fright.  “Lord, that hole doesn’t look 

a thing like me.  There’s no way I’ll fit in there.”  But the Lord’s making something of us 

… something that’s far different from what we are today.   

 

So, if you find yourself trying to get away from what the Lord’s doing in your life 

through the blocks He’s got you squeezed in between … you’re gonna miss out on God’s 

work and purpose in your life.  And you risk being rough-edged, the rest of your life.   

 

Jon Courson, one of my favorite Bible teachers said …  “If you try to fix the fix that 

God’s got you in … then He’ll have to put you in another fix to fix the fix that He wanted 

to fix with the first fix.” 

 

Outside of us choosing to be an indwelling part of the building of God … we’ll never 

really take on the shape He’s designed for us.   

 

Look with me at … 

 

1st Kings 6:1 Now it came about in the four hundred and eightieth year after 

the sons of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of 

Solomon's reign over Israel … that he began to build the house of the LORD. 

… 7 The house, while it was being built, was built of stone prepared at the 

quarry, and there was neither hammer nor axe nor any iron tool heard in the 

house while it was being built.  14 So Solomon built the house and finished it. 

… 38 In the eleventh year … the house was finished throughout all its parts 

and according to all its plans. So he was seven years in building it.  

 

This building, called the church, is being built with all its parts and according to all its 

plans … that is … God’s plans. 

 

And 1
st
 Kings says that, “the chipping and tool work” done on the stones … “was not 

heard”.  

 

Q. Why would that matter?  It was rather mysterious.  The stones fit together perfectly, 

but no one saw nor heard them being shaped.   

 

There was no evidence that it was man’s doing … painting for us a prophetic illustration 

of how it’s God who shapes me and molds you … even though He most frequently does 

that through the blockheads He presses up against us.  A divine work. 

 

And at the end of the process, we know that these 20-ton stones were so perfectly fit 

together that no mortar was needed and yet, the blade of a sword could not be inserted 

between them at any point.   

 

And more than being a feat of engineering genius, it’s an illustration of how God desires 

to build the ultimate earthly temple … the church.  Living stone upon living stone … so 
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tightly fit together, that they cannot be divided … even by the sword.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 3, verses 1-3:  Paul’s referring to his own commission in Acts 9:15, where the 

Lord said of him … “…he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before 

the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel …”.   

 

But he’s also referring to chapter 1, verse 9 of this book, where he said … “He made 

known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He 

purposed in Him.” 

 

Paul was to introduce the Gentile nations to salvation through Christ and here he’s really 

celebrating the fact that through that … they could also be reconciled to Israel.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verses 4-7:  In reality, the Old Testament does refer to God’s inclusion of the Gentiles in 

places like … 

 

Isaiah 56:8 The Lord GOD, who gathers the dispersed of Israel, declares, 

"Yet others I will gather to them, to those already gathered."  

 

And … 

 

Isaiah 60:3 "Nations will come to your light, And kings to the brightness of 

your rising.  

 

And … 

 

Isaiah 66:18 … the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And 

they shall come and see My glory. 19 "… to the distant coastlands that have 

neither heard My fame nor seen My glory. And they will declare My glory 

among the nations. … 21 "I will also take some of them for priests and for 

Levites," says the LORD.  

 

What Paul’s saying here, is that without the work of the Holy Spirit, as promised in John 

16:13 … without Him revealing a deeper understanding of scripture … these truths could 

not have been understood as they now are. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  So, one of the things that Christ died to give us was unity.  By the tearing 

apart of His own body, the temple wall that separated Jews and Gentiles was torn down.   

 

Because He wants His family to be together … to be united on a universal scale. 

 

Q. So, how are we doing? – In truth … we’re so petty and self-centered … it’s all we 

can do to remain unified in a little churchlike this … let alone … the universal church.   

 

He tore down that temple inscription that said, “You’re not welcome”! 
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Q. But how many of us have been guilty of hanging it back up again? – The really sad 

thing is that we typically do it in His name.  The religious languages of division. 

 

Something we overcome through “Kingdom focus” … each of us focusing on His 

Kingdom and not our own.  In our personal lives as well as in the church.   

 

An old deacon was once asked about the state of his church. He replied, "We’re in 

sad straits; the church is slipping back and getting worse all the time; but, thank 

the Lord, none of the other churches in our neighborhood are doing any better."  

 

It’s only humorous because we can relate to the sentiment.  And that sort of exclusivity 

and division is part of the explanation for the more than 60 major, Christian 

denominations just in the U.S.   

 

But as this passage tells us … all born-again believers are members of the same building, 

with God-created differences.  

 

As we wrap this up … let me to point out a few of the parallels painted by this analogy of 

us as bricks (or living stones).  If you’re saved … then you’re a living stone … and as a 

living stone … you’re part of a wall in God’s temple.  And that tells us several things:  

 

1. Where you fit into His building is His choosing.  He knows where your shape will 

add the greatest strength.  So let Him do His job.  

 

2. And as you remain in that place, you’ll always have a degree of exposure to, and 

interaction with, the outside world.  And He’s the one who chooses whether your 

ministry to the world is on the east side or the south side or wherever.   

 

3. But as you abide in the wall, it also means that your exposure to, and interaction 

with the world is divinely limited.  As a brick, you have six sides … and as long 

as you remain in the place of His choosing … only one of those sides is exposed 

to, and interacting with, the world.  It’s limited.   

 

4. This design also means that you’ll constantly be surrounded by fellow bricks.  

Literally surrounded by other members of God’s wall.  And again … He’s the 

One who chooses who flanks you in those unavoidably close and intimate 

relationships.   

 

It’s a divinely brilliant design.  Listen … when each brick is in its place and doing its job:  

 

1. The building remains strong enough to face of the fiercest of storms.   

 

2. And it’s well fortified against the enemy’s attacks … unless one of the bricks 

pulls out … then a vulnerability is created that endangers us all.   

 

3. And yet … despite the building’s strength … it remains flexible. Remember 
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that the stones in the Lord’s Temple were so perfectly fit together that no 

mortar was required.  That made the building flexible by design.   

 

That way, the necessary shifting can take place … that’s what makes us 

smoother.  And besides that … the flexibility is what keeps the whole building 

from crumbling when the earth beneath us is shaken by difficulties.   

 

4. And even on an individual level … a single brick, on its own, may be hard, 

but that hardness makes it crackable.  It can be split without too much effort.   

 

Q. But have you ever tried to crack a brick that’s installed in a wall? – 

Good luck!  

 

We’re all part of the same building.  Just another brick in the wall.  And when you’re 

jammed into the space next to a bunch of rough bricks … it can be uncomfortable, but it’s 

always profitable.  So, unless God moves you … don’t move.   


