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You know … every year, about this time, even if we don’t talk about it … we think about 

… the unmatched power of God.  It naturally passes through our minds because … He 

rose from the dead! 

 

His heart had stopped.  He hadn’t taken a breath in three days … but He came back to 

life.  That, without a doubt, is unmatched power! 

 

In Mark chapter 5, when Jesus healed the woman with the bleeding problem … He said 

that power went forth from Him when He healed her.   

 

Q. That was just a little healing and yet which one of us has enough power to do 

anything like that? – At my age … by the time I shower and get dressed … I’m out of 

power!  

 

Q. When’s the last time you touched a blind person and made them see … or 

restored movement to a paralyzed body? – We just don’t, innately, have that kind of 

power.  

 

Q. So, if it takes that much power to accomplish a mere healing … how much power 

does it take to restore life to the lifeless? – Unmatched and unlimited power!  

 

Well, lucky for us … that’s what our God possesses … unmatched & unlimited power!  

And not just power for the then and there … but power for the here and now.  Power to 

impact our lives in unmatched and unlimited ways.  

 

So, this morning I want to explore two things with you: 

 

1. How that power shows up in our lives and … 

2. How we feel about a God who has that kind of power over our lives … 

 

And we’re gonna do that with a lightening-speed trip through the majority of the Gospel 

of Matthew … beginning with … 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 4 because that’s where we find the beginning of the Lord’s public ministry.   

 

And one of His first recorded acts was a 40 day fast.  Forty days with no food! Which is 

when Satan showed up.  No surprise!  Satan loves to attack us when we’re weak and at 

that moment, Jesus would have been at His very weakest.   
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Q. But was He weak enough for Satan? – Not a chance.  Satan repeatedly tempted 

Him.  And Jesus repeatedly rebuffed his temptations!  He took a stand on the Word of 

God and said, “Get out of here Satan, I want nothing to do with your evil offerings!”   

 

That’s powerful!  We give in even when we’re not in a particularly weakened state … so 

this is the kind of power we need … and that’s why Jesus is identified as OUR 

DEFENDER. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In Matthew chapter 5, Jesus has His first recorded encounter with the Scribes and 

Pharisees.  The religious scholars and leaders of that day.  They were the ones that all 

the people looked up to and held a reverence for.   

 

And as Jesus was looking at these pious individuals, He spoke to the people, saying, 

“Unless your righteousness exceeds that of these religious people … you’ll never enter 

the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

 

That did three things: 

 

1. It told the religious leaders that they were going to burn in Hell. 

2. It told the people that they needed a very different way. 

3. And it made Jesus OUR TEACHER. 

 

A powerful and, oh so necessary, position! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In chapter 6 Jesus became OUR PRIORITIZER when He said to the rich … “you 

cannot serve both God and money.”   

 

Now He wasn’t saying that wealthy people can’t be Christians, nor that Christians can’t 

be wealthy … rather He was giving a warning that you will always love one more than 

the other and money is a powerful temptress.   

 

But He wasn’t shy at all about speaking bold truth to the world’s billionaires.  Because 

they may hold all the earthly power, but He holds all the power that every other power 

bows to!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In chapter 7, Jesus reveals Himself as OUR JUDGE.  He says that many will come to 

Him on the Day of Judgement making claims to the place in Heaven they think they’ve 

earned by their works. And He will say to them, “Depart from Me … because you never 

took time to get to know Me personally.” 

 

Jesus not only holds the key to Heaven … He IS the key to Heaven! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In chapter 8, some of my all-time favorite stories, collectively introduce Jesus as OUR 

PROTECTOR. The first portion describes a boat full of terrified disciples in the middle 

of the Sea of Galilee with a horrific storm raging all around them.  They’re literally 
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shaking in their sandals and Jesus asks a jaw-dropping question … “Why are you afraid?” 

 

But then He explained the question, by showing them the answer … “He held His hand 

up to the storm and simply spoke … ‘Quiet … be still!’”  And the storm was still! He is 

our protector against the natural.  

 

Then … when they got to the other side of the lake, they encountered two Gadarene men 

… both of them demon-possessed and so violent that no one could get within eyeshot of 

them or they would be attacked.   

 

But when Jesus arrived … the demons began to shudder and Jesus casts them out of those 

tormented men. See … Jesus is not only our protector against the natural … He’s also our 

protector against the supernatural.  

 

Man … that’s powerful! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In chapter 9, we meet Jesus, OUR HEALER! A paralyzed man was brought to Him on 

a gurney and Jesus healed him, but He explained that He only healed his physical ailment 

so that people would understand that He had the power to spiritually heal as well.   

 

Able to do the impossible and then a little more! Power beyond measure!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In the first part of chapter 10 we find a somewhat surprising revelation of who Jesus is 

when it describes Him as … OUR ONLY FEAR! He says in verse 28 … 

 

"Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but 

rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 

 

The point is simple … fear Jesus and you need not fear anyone nor anything else! 

 

Then in the latter part of chapter 10 we find out that Jesus is also OUR ADVOCATE 

when He promises everyone who publicly follows Him here on earth … a personal 

introduction to the Father in Heaven.  

 

Only Jesus can make such Grand claims, because only Jesus is powerful enough to fulfill 

every one of them!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In chapter 11 we meet Jesus OUR BURDEN-BEARER with that iconic statement … 

 

28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  

29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble 

in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My 

yoke is easy and My burden is light." 

 

As a Christian, you will be yoked … because there’s work to be done, but even as your 

body grows weary … your spirit will experience the sweetest of rest.  
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Q. Can He really do that? – Ya, He proves it every day to those who test Him in it.  

Unmatched power!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In chapter 12 we find out that He’s also OUR WISDOM.  Jesus was once again butting 

heads with the Pharisees … this time because His disciples were picking and eating 

grains of wheat as they were walking through the fields on the Sabbath.   

 

And the Pharisees began yelling, “That’s work! You can’t do that on the Sabbath day!” 

Adherence to their man-made, rules regarding the Sabbath had become their fulltime 

occupation.   

 

So, Jesus explained that He had not only created man, but after that … He created the 

Sabbath for man. Then … He wrote the rulebook governing both!  

 

But still, the Pharisees were convinced that their way was better.  

 

J. Vernon McGee explained it this way … “This universe is God’s.  And He does things 

His way.  You may have a better way.  But you don’t have a universe.”   

 

We cannot match the power of God’s wisdom! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 13 is a bit of a turning point in the book where Jesus begins to focus more on 

the future … on the next chapter of man’s existence.  And He’s clear when He says that 

some will be separated off to a Heavenly eternity and others to an eternity of wailing and 

gnashing of teeth.   

 

He is the OUR CHOICE and what we choose to believe about Him will exclusively 

determine what our eternal destiny will be.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Jesus is also OUR PROVIDER … that’s what we see in chapter 14 when He 

miraculously feeds 20,000 people with one little boy’s lunch!   

 

That’s a powerful provider!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 15 reveals Jesus as the LORD OF OUR HEARTS. That’s where He ministers 

to multiple individuals and groups … explaining that He’s more concerned about the 

condition of our heart than about our actions.   

 

That’s not only a powerful ministry … it’s also exclusive!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 16 is another one of my favorites … because it introduces Jesus as the 

BUILDER OF THE CHURCH.  He says He designed the church and He will build it 

... using men like Peter (and us) to do it.  

 

So, He clearly doesn’t need talented or even capable people … just those willing to be 
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empowered and used.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OUR DELIVERER … that’s who we meet in chapter 17 when He delivers a young 

man from himself and from the evil one.   

 

A young man so tormented that he’d repeatedly tried to harm himself. A young man 

who’d been failed by every man and every ministry that had genuinely tried to help him.   

 

But then Jesus delivered him! Power over men, ministries and the evil they harbor.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In chapter 18, Jesus reminds us that He’s also OUR STATUS! He talks about money, 

position, popularity and even physical abilities.  And His counsel to us is, “Give it all up!  

Let it go!”   

 

He tells us to trust Him to establish us where we need to be, and He reminds us that we’re 

all equal in Him anyway.  

 

He doesn’t need our feeble strength or talent or even our effort.  He just needs a vessel to 

fill with His power!   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In chapter 19, He establishes Himself as OUR WONDERFUL COUNSELOR.  He 

gives … the advice of the manufacturer, on topics ranging from marriage and family to 

faith and financial management!   

 

If you want the right advice every time … don’t come to me or go to them … seek Him 

and His Word! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In chapter 20, Jesus shares disturbing news with His followers … He tells them that He’s 

going to die at the hands of those who opposed Him in Jerusalem.   

 

News that would have blown them away. For one thing … they’d given up virtually 

everything to follow Him and now He says He’s about to die.   

 

And beyond that … as far as they were concerned … He didn’t have to die.  They knew 

He had the power to change the weather, walk on water and command the demons … so, 

surely, He could avoid the cross!   

 

But for our sake He didn’t … He became OUR SACRIFICE! Our all-sufficient 

sacrifice! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In chapter 21, Jesus becomes OUR CLEANSER … driving out of the temple, all those 

who were ripping off the worshippers … fleecing the flock! He cleaned house!  

 

And man … we need that kind of serious cleaning power in our lives and in our temples! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 22 tells us Jesus is OUR PARTY HOST. He invited the multitudes to His 
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wedding feast … but few accepted … so … He sent out a second and then a third round 

of invitations. Because He is not willing that any should perish (2nd Peter 3:9).  

 

But when the God of the universe throws a party … no way I’m gonna miss that!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In Chapter 23 He’s OUR DISCERNER … going past our clothing and facial 

expressions and looking at our hearts.   

 

He goes to the religious elites and looks past their pretty robes and sparkles … and He 

reveals what He sees.   

 

He calls them out … saying, “I see you praying loudly in the public square, but I never 

see you in the privacy of your prayer closet. You’re like a cup that’s been cleaned on the 

outside but has all kinds of crusty stuff on the inside.” 

 

We’re not that good at guessing what’s really in a person’s heart, but God not only has 

the power to see it, but also to reveal it.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 24 presents Jesus as OUR HOPE! He reminds His followers that although He 

was about to die … He would return.  He tells them to always be ready and to watch 

anxiously.   

 

He’s our hope … the promise that this life is NOT all there is. Because His power 

transcends every barrier!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 25 tells us that Jesus is OUR MASTER. He compares Himself to a landowner 

who went on a journey and left his workers to carry on the work in his absence.   

 

And indeed … He owns it all and He’s left us empowered, supplied and instructed to 

carry on the work until His return. He’s our Master.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In chapter 26 we learn that He’s also OUR SUFFERING. He took it all … unjust trials, 

beatings, a crown of thorns, scorn and whipping … all before the cross.  He took the 

suffering that we deserve. 

 

That’s a powerful love!   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In Chapter 27 He’s OUR MERCY! As He endured unspeakable humiliation and torture 

at the hands of the men He’d created.  At the hands of men He was giving breath to … 

one breath at a time. 

 

That’s powerful mercy!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And finally, in chapter 28 we learn that He’s OUR ETERNITY! He was murdered and 

buried.  On the third day, two women came to the tomb where His body had been 

placed.  The boulder used to seal the tomb was rolled away and an angel was sitting on 
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top of it.  And the angel told them Jesus wasn’t in the tomb.  That He’d come back to 

life just like He said He would.  

 

Then the text says that Jesus Greeted them!  It’s so matter of fact … “Hey guys!  How’s 

things?  I missed you while I was in that tomb, but I’m back now so get the gang 

together and let’s all go to the lake!” 

 

Then when everyone was together in Galilee, Jesus made this announcement … 

 

18 “… All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 

that I commanded you; lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

 

In other words, “I’ve done My part guys … now go do yours.  Go tell everyone who I 

am … and I will be with you.” 

_____________________________________________________________________  

Conclusion: Psalm 111:10 tells us … 

 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom … 

 

Q. Ya know why it says that? – Because once we figure that out … once were living 

daily in a healthy fear of the Lord … we will literally fear nothing else!  And that’s wise!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Revelation 1:17 “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I 

died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and 

Hades.” 

 

Jesus spoke those words to John after He’d risen from the dead and ascended to Heaven. 

He came back in His glorified state and appeared to John with eyes of fire and a tongue 

like a sword.   

 

And the first thing Jesus says to him is, “Don’t be afraid John.”  Seriously!  He’s 

glowing and His voice is as loud as a trumpet! And He says, “Don’t be afraid!” 

 

Q. How’s that even possible? – It’s only possible if you’re part of the wining team.  If 

you’re partnered with the one who’s glowing … with the one who controls the weather 

and speaks life back into the lifeless … then … 

 

Q. What is there to fear? – If you’re yoked to Jesus … then His unmatched power isn’t 

a frightening thing … it’s what allows us to fear nothing.   

 

Not the Corona Virus, not financial woes, not authority figures that we disagree with, not 

the spring storms of northwest Oklahoma and not … whatever you might be fearing 

today!  
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Consider this list from Matthew’s Gospel; Jesus is our … Defender … Teacher … 

Prioritizer … Judge … Protector … Healer … Advocate … Burden-Bearer … Wisdom 

… Choice … Provider … Church-builder … Deliverer …Status … Counselor … 

Sacrifice … Cleanser … Party host … Discerner … Hope … Master … Suffering … 

Mercy … and He is our Eternity!  Quite a list!   

 

Q. But can we really trust Him to fill all those roles in our life today? – Folks … He 

rose from the dead!  Why would we doubt His ability to handle little life issues like that! 

 

A lot of people don’t dwell on the power of Jesus … and as a result, they live in fear.   

 

But today we celebrate His power.  Power over the grave!  Because He is risen … we 

need not fear anything!   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Invitation: You were born poisoned!  So was I! We were all born with a death sentence 

called “sin”!  

 

Romans 3:23 says we’ve all sinned and Romans 6:23 says the only just punishment for 

that failure is eternal torment in the prison cell built for Satan.   

 

We’ve been poisoned and we will all die an eternal, spiritual death without an antidote. 

So, it’s a very good thing that our all-powerful and very loving God has prepared the only 

known antidote … Jesus! 

 

That antidote is offered to everyone and it’s totally free, but it must be accepted, and it 

will cost you everything!  


