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Relationships … that’s been the centerpiece of what Paul’s had to say since the first 

verse of chapter 4.  Everything from church relationships to workplace relationships.  

 

Now beginning here in chapter 6 verse 10, Paul turns his attention to our relationship 

with the evil world all around us ... our relationship with Satan and his henchman.    

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A few years back, we looked into providing chaplain services for the Enid Police 

Department and the question was posed, “Would we be willing to go out with the 

S.W.A.T. Team if necessary?”  

 

And my first thought was … of course … but my second thought was … “Do I get a 

bullet-proof vest?”  See … I was thinking … protective equipment. 

 

• Firemen need protective gear … as do soldiers.   

   

• Not having enough protective equipment has been a major factor in this 

Covid-19 epidemic.  

 

Yet, even in the worst-case scenario, forgetting your protective equipment in any of those 

situations could only harm the physical body.  It’s not like we’re talking about anything 

eternal.   

 

And yet, in our fallen nature and deceived understanding we tend to think of protective 

equipment for our spirits as no more than optional.  We’re meticulous when it comes to 

protecting our physical beings, but far too careless with our spirits.  It’s backward. 

 

D. L. Moody said, “I believe in the devil for two reasons … one, because the 

Bible declares that he’s real and second because, I’ve personally done a lot of 

business with him.”   

 

If Satan’s real and if he really does the things that the Bible declares of him, then you and 

I need to be prepared to encounter him.  And that preparation is what Paul talks about in 

this morning’s text … The Full Armor of God.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

By putting on this armor God’s supplied us with …  we can be protected against the 

schemes of evil and ultimately … others will be protected from the fallout of our sin.    

This is armor … specifically designed for going to battle with one enemy … Satan.    
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But this armor does more … it also helps us know God’s will and … respond to His call, 

because when difficulty comes … most of us will struggle, at least for a while, with the 

question, “Is this a satanic attack or a message from God?”   

 

Well, moved by the Spirit, Paul penned for us, here in Ephesians chapter 6 ... the 

immunization against that struggle … The Full Armor of God.   

 

If you’ve donned the full provision of God’s protective gear … if each piece is in its 

place, then you’re simply not going to be vulnerable to the enemy’s attacks of deception.  

His voice gets blocked … even as God’s voice gets through.     

 

It’s quite a gift really, but like the policeman’s bullet-proof vest or the surgeon’s gloves 

… The Armor of God only works ... when we put it on.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Turn with me please to … 

 

James 1:14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by 

his own lust. 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when 

sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.  

 

What I want you to notice here is that our “own lust[s]” are involved in this process.  

They’re part of our fallen nature, so we’re constantly being spurred on in our carnal 

motivations and desires.   

 

Notice that our “own lust[s]” are “enticed”!  Obviously, there are some external forces at 

work and unfortunately they work in concert with our own sinful desires.  Our fleshly 

lusts are the handle Satan grabs when he entices us with sex or money or intoxication 

or escape or power or false security or popularity or a thousand other things.   

 

Our fallen nature has carnal desires and one of Satan’s tactics is making sure that 

whatever your flesh wants ... is available!  Because when those two components; our lust 

with what it wants … are left alone together … temptation is born … and when we give 

in to that … sin is born and spiritual death results! 

 

Again … 

 

James 1:14 … each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by 

his own lust. 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when 

sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.  

 

The Armor of God is the Lord’s provision for, and answer to, this problem.  The armor 

slides right between our fallen nature … and the enticement of it, so that sin can’t be 

conceived.   

 

Religious legalism tells us that the lusts of the flesh are to be resisted, but Colossians 3:5 
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contradicts that, saying rather … the lusts of the flesh are to be "reckoned as dead".   

 

It’s the enticements of Satan that are to be resisted, not the lusts of the flesh.  But religion 

has somehow reversed that telling us to resist the deeds of the flesh and reckon Satan 

as dead.  But Satan is NOT dead … so that strategy will fail.   

 

2nd Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war 

according to the flesh, 4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, 

but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  

 

The victory is found in these divinely powerful pieces of protective equipment known as 

The Full Armor of God, so … let’s get started … 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 10:  

 

Q. Have you ever noticed the stereotype that Hollywood casts men of God in?  

Typically, it’s an easily offended, squeamish little weasel of a guy with absolutely no 

backbone.   

 

But Paul says here, and the rest of scripture confirms … Christians are to be spiritually  

tough and rugged, not timid and fragile.   

 

He says, “Be strong in the Lord!”  Be steadfast, not up and down with the moment, but 

strong in the Lord.  And Paul gives this instruction as the apex ... the pinnacle of this 

section … prefacing it with Finally!   

 

He’s saying that this is the culmination of all his counsel … Finally, be strong in the 

Lord and in the strength of His might.  

 

Q. But the million dollar question is … how do we do that? 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 11:  Don’t forget … Paul’s writing this letter from a Roman prison.  He’s 

surrounded by Roman, military guards.  But he wasn’t complaining and fussing … he 

was taking notes and asking the Lord to teach Him. 

 

And as a result, he tells us to … Put on the full armor of God!  Not think about it … but 

take action … “Put on … the full armor of God.” 

 

Now, I don’t want to take you too far into the weeds here, but the Greek explains so 

much more … because the word used for “put on” in verse 11 is enduo (en-doo'-o) … 

and it’s defined as … sinking into a garment.   

 

What’s important about that is that it’s describing a garment that remains stationary as the 

one putting it on slides into it.   

 

It’s the picture of one being assisted into their coat.  And it’s the Lord who’s holding the 
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garment for us to slip into.  He designed it … He issued it and He even holds it for us.   

 

All that remains is for us to slip into it.   

 

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand 

firm against the schemes of the devil.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 12:  So, here we learn … 

 

1. What or who our battle is against … the rulers, … the powers, … the world 

forces of this darkness, … [and] the … forces of wickedness in the heavenly 

places. 

 

2. But even more importantly … we learn what and who our battle is not against 

… flesh and blood …   

 

So, the next time you find your face turning red with anger … take note!  If your anger’s 

directed toward flesh and blood … well then … you’re wrong and you need to redirect!   

 

If you’re doing battle with the government, with your spouse, with your child, with your 

parents, with your boss, with your pastor or with anyone else of flesh and blood … then 

you’ve just been duped by the enemy into fighting a battle that will occupy your time and 

consume your energy and often steal your joy … but that will have absolutely no eternal 

value or bearing on the things that really matter.   

 

Now, there are four evil forces that Paul names ... 

 

1. The rulers 

 

2. The powers 

 

3. The world forces of this darkness 

 

4. And the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

 

Now, again … I’m gonna try not to get too deep in the weeds, but these are worthy of 

further discussion, because as they say … you must know your enemy …  

 

1. The “rulers” or as other translations render it … “despotisms or 

principalities”.  In the Greek it’s arche (ar-khay'), meaning the 

commencement of rank … or rulers.   

 

Think about the story in Daniel chapter 10.  Daniel was perplexed and 

worried over a vision he’d been given.  So, it says … he’d been in a 

posture of prayer … for 21 days.   
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For three weeks he sought the Lord and abstained from all luxuries as a 

form of fasting.  He so badly wanted to hear from the Lord.  But three 

weeks passed and … no word had come.   

 

Then finally in the 10th verse of Daniel chapter 10 we read this … 

 

… behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my 

hands and knees. 11 He said to me, "O Daniel, man of high 

esteem, understand the words that I am about to tell you and 

stand upright, for I have now been sent to you." And when he 

had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling. 12 Then he 

said to me, "Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day 

that you set your heart on understanding this and on humbling 

yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have 

come in response to your words. 13 "But the prince of the 

kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one days; 

then behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, 

for I had been left there with the kings of Persia. 14 "Now I 

have come to give you an understanding … ."  

 

This tells us that there’s an order to the spiritual world.  Michael obviously 

outranked the angel that came to Daniel.  He’s referred to as one of the 

chief princes.   

 

And on the evil side, they’re referred to as the kings of Persia, with one 

of them apparently outranking the others and referred to as a prince.   

 

And notice that the reference seems to be geographical.  Just as we would 

say “The President of the United States” or “The Prime Minister of Israel” 

… this party of evil spirits had reign and responsibility over, either the 

geographical region of Persia or the Persian people.  

 

Paul refers to this order … as “the rulers” and says that as Christians 

we’re engaged in battle against them. 

 

2. The “powers”.  In the Greek it’s exousia (ex-oo-see'-ah) meaning the 

exercise of privilege, force or mastery.  It’s speaking of the demonic 

world’s ability to captivate us by deception.   

 

Luke 13:11 … there was a woman who for eighteen years had 

had a sickness caused by a spirit; and she was bent double, and 

could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, He 

called her over and said to her, "Woman, you are freed from 

your sickness."  13 And He laid His hands on her; and 

immediately she was made erect again and began glorifying 

God.   
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Held in bondage, by an evil spirit, for 18 years.  And the whole while, all 

she really needed was a touch from God. 

 

Which is why Paul calls this order … “the powers” … demonic forces 

specializes in captivating us through deception.   

 

3. The “world forces of this darkness” Kosmokrator (kos-mok-fat'-ore) 

in the Greek and defined as master spirits of the world’s rulers.  

 

So, this seems to be telling us that within Satan’s hierarchy of evil, there 

are specific demons (fallen, evil angels), who’ve been given the 

assignment of misguiding, misleading or otherwise disrupting with evil 

influence, everyone who sits in a place of civil authority.   

 

Which makes it an interesting note, that as you look through the Old 

Testament history … there’s a grand total of ONE Israelite king who 

didn’t fall prey to this evil force.   

 

President Trump along with every other Head of State, has at least one 

demon assigned specifically to push them into darkness … the world 

forces of this darkness.   

 

4. And lastly the “spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” 

(wicked spiritual forces of the supernatural sphere).  Epouranios (ep-oo-

ran'-ee-os) is the Greek word.  It means above the sky or spiritually 

elevated.   

 

Two possibilities here … personally, I believe both of them are true …  

 

First, that the evil angels are still engaging God’s heavenly angels 

in spiritual battle on a regular basis … trying to disrupt their work 

… specifically trying to disrupt their ability to be a messenger of 

God.  

 

Second … evil angels versus everyone who plays a role in God’s 

spiritual force here on earth.  Pastors, evangelists and other leaders 

… everyone who is about the Lord’s business and operating from a 

platform of influence.   

 

But the bottom line is that the evil world is highly organized and strategic in what they 

do.  And as Paul declares here … we’re to contend spiritually with, at least, these four 

branches of the evil forces.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Verse 13: As scary as Satan’s evil organization can be … notice this promise … that 

having donned the Full Armor of God … we WILL, not only, be able to resist evil, but 
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we will also be able to stand firm against the enemy’s schemes and efforts.   

 

Even if you live in the territory of the most effective demon.  No matter who’s in the 

Whitehouse.  Even if you’re an authority figure or spiritual leader in some capacity, 

we’ve been given the equipment to stand firm.   

 

Q. But what is that equipment? – Well … that’s exactly the question that we’re going 

to tackle next week.   

________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion:  If you were to see a Roman Soldier walking down Van Buren in full battle 

array … you’d have no difficulty recognizing him as someone ready for war.   

 

Q. But how can you recognize a Christian who’s dressed for battle?  What does the 

Full Armor of God look like on a Christian? 

 

Q. Is it a three-piece suit and bright red tie?  -- A dress that comes to mid-calf with 

sensible shoes? – No, actually appearances will tell you little to nothing and yet The Full 

Armor of God is very recognizable on a believer.   

 

We live in a culture and age that wants a pajama-party sort of Christianity instead of a 

battle-gear Christian life.  Christianity is not supposed to be comfy and cozy, but it is 

comforting and secure. 

 

Imagine … it’s D-day, World War II.  Half a million men storming the beach … in their 

jammies!  Not a single one of us would call that picture normal or appropriate.   

 

It’s just wrong … and so is pajama-party Christianity! 

 

Q. So why do so many do it then? -- Because they don’t really believe that we’re at 

war!   

 

But we are!  Satan’s real and he’s really our enemy!   

 

Q. Remember that quote from D. L. Moody?   

 

“I believe in the devil for two reasons; one, because the Bible declares that he’s 

real and second because, I’ve personally done a lot of business with him.” 

 

Every one of us has done business with Satan.  He’s not a figment of anyone’s 

imagination and he really is out to destroy you and everyone you call a brother or sister.   

 

The battle is real, and the fact is … if you call yourself a Heaven-bound Christian … then 

you’ve been given a job in this war.   

 

My goal this morning is to convince you … that you need this armor.  So, read ahead … 

be prepared to get prepared …. to go to war … as we look next week at The Full Armor 
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of God.  

 


