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Don't Jump Out of the Boat
Hebrews 3

Hebrews 314 NASB Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of 
a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest 
of our confession; He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, 
as Moses also was in all His house. For He has been counted 
worthy of more glory than Moses, by just so much as the 
builder of the house has more honor than the house. For 
every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is 
God.

The author rolls into Chapter 3 talking about how Jesus was faithful to God, 
similar to how Moses was, but of course he knew, as we know, that Jesus is even 
more glorious than Moses, just like a builder is more glorious and worthy of honor
than a house. That is an easy analogy for us to get, because none of us drive past 
a house and think, "Wow, that house just sprung up looking good!" We know that 
houses are built by people. So when we see a really nice house, we recognize 
that the house looks great, but if we have a chance to talk to the builder, we 
would, of course, tell them that they did a great job building the house.

So why does this analogy belong here? Consider the words of John:

💡 John 113 NASB In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing 
came into being that has come into being.

Remember back in Genesis? God spoke everything into being:
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💡 Gen 13 NASB 3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was 
light.

💡 Gen 16 NASB 6 Then God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst 
of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters."

💡 Gen 19 NASB 9 Then God said, "Let the waters below the heavens be 
gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear"; and it was so.

💡 Gen 126 NASB 26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."

It was God's Spoken Word that caused everything around us to come into 
existence. So, if Jesus is the Word, that means that as God spoke, Jesus created, 
which tracks with Verse 3 of John 1, "All things came into being through Him, and 
apart from Him nothing came into being."

In Hebrews, the author is doing this comparison between Jesus and Moses. Why 
Moses? Because in the Hebrew mind, Moses is the guy. Remember back in 
Exodus? Moses was the one who interfaced with God. He's the one that brought 
them from Egypt, through the wilderness, to the border of the Promised Land. 
Moses oversaw the building of the Tabernacle, and brought down the 10 
Commandments. He is credited as writing the first 5 books of the Bible. He is the 
guy. But compared to Christ? Let's look back at Hebrews 3, picking up in verse 5

Hebrews 356 NASB Now Moses was faithful in all His 
house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were 
to be spoken later; but Christ [was faithful] as a Son over His 
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house--whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence 
and the boast of our hope firm until the end.

Comparing Moses to Christ is literally like comparing the servant to the Master's 
Son. Moses was a faithful butler. He took God's directions and he faithfully 
transmitted them to the people. 10 Commandments? Yes, God, I've got them, I'll 
make sure the people know them. A tabernacle, eh? We'll be sure to build it! Time 
to move camp? I'll get them packed up, God! Smack a rock for some water? 
Seems weird, but ok, Lord, you got it!

So, while Moses could be seen as a testimony of things to come, there were 
limits. Just like a butler doesn't know everything that's going on, just like the 
cashier or even the manager doesn't know everything being done by the CEO, 
there were things Moses did that he couldn't possibly comprehend the reasoning, 
but he still faithfully did them.

Christ, on the other hand, could understand. He knew, before He came down, 
what the plan was, and the Father revealed much to Him in His human body. So 
He was faithful like a Son is over his father's house. When you're at a friend's 
house, you should be kind and considerate, and that means you're mindful to not 
break things and to sit where you're told, etc. But when you're in your parent's 
house, that's a different story. Looking past the "make yourself at home" stage, 
you expect to inherit the house, one day. You want to do more than just "not 
break things". You want to leave them in better shape, make them nicer. Take the 
starting point that your parents created and will be leaving you and improve upon
it. When we follow Christ, when we "hold fast our confidence and the boast of our
hope", we make the house better. We are the house, the more of us, the better it 
is) God gathered Israel to Himself, and gave them the 10 Commandments to make
them Holy enough to join Him, but Christ's sacrifice adds to that inheritance, that 
house, exponentially. Now, Jews and Gentiles are part of the inheritance. Not just 
Israel, but representatives from every nation since.

This is also why we read in John 1, verse 17

💡 John 117 NASB For the Law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth were realized through Jesus Christ.
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Moses received the Law because that's all He had the authority for. Christ, as the 
Son had the authority to bring Grace and Truth. And what gives Him that 
authority? Well, what is the purpose of the Law? It's purpose is to point to our 
need for a Savior. The point of the Law is that we cannot follow it perfectly. Even 
if you've never killed anybody, have you ever lied? Maybe you've never 
committed adultery, but what about that time you cursed your parents under your 
breath? But in Matthew 517, Christ says this:

💡 Matthew 517 NASB 17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.

The point of the Law is to show us our need for a Savior, and Christ came to fulfill
the Law. He came to be our Savior. And that is why He has the authority to offer 
Grace and Truth. Moses couldn't live by the Law any more than we could, but 
Christ did.

Hebrews 3, verse 7

Hebrews 3712 NASB Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit 
says, 

"TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 

DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED 
ME, 

AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS, 

WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED [Me] BY TESTING Me,] 

AND SAW MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS. 

"THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH THIS GENERATION, 
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AND SAID, 'THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART, 

AND THEY DID NOT KNOW MY WAYS'; 

AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH, 

'THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST.'" 

Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an 
evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.

Verses 7 through 11 are quoted out of Psalm 95. If you hear God's voice, don't 
continue to doubt Him. The Israelites did this for 40 years. No matter how many 
times God continued to meet and even exceed providing for their needs, they still 
doubted. Some of them doubted all the way up until they crossed the Jordan into 
the Promised Land. Constant doubting of God does not make Him happy, this is 
what made Him "angry with this generation". It's indicative of a heart problem and 
shows that you aren't really following Him. If you aren't really following God, you 
won't get to experience the joys and rest that He is leading you to.

Sometimes following God is hard. Christ said it would be. I understand the 
temptation to stop following Him when you see rough rapids ahead. Let me tell 
you about the last few weeks. I've been close to many pastors over the last 
decade or so. I've seen the toll that this job can take on a family. So, when 
Matthew said he was stepping down, and God said that I needed to step up...well, 
it was not an easy weekend. I could see the rapids ahead, and they looked like 
my friend who nearly lost his marriage because he was focused on the needs of 
the church, but not paying enough attention to the needs at home, they looked 
like my other friend who begged God to let him step down because being a 
senior pastor was making his heart condition worse and he didn't know how long 
he'd be able to continue before he ended up in the hospital, they looked like my 
other friends who tried to do right by the congregation God called them to but 
ended up either hurting people, or getting hurt themselves. And let me tell you, 
those rapids don't. look. fun. But at the same time I was staring at those rapids, 
God was sitting right there in the boat with me, steering it, telling me not to worry 
because those rapids might look scary, but He could guarantee that I would never 
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leave the boat except by my own choosing. And when God tells you that, you get 
a peace. You get to rest. This is what was denied Israel, because they jumped out 
of the boat. They thought the rapids would knock them out, but God held them in.
But still, so many times, they leapt from the boat, then asked God to bring them 
back (and He did). It's hard to rest when you're swimming all the time. Much 
easier when you're letting God steer.

Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, "If you hear His voice, don't be like the 
Israelites and insist on doubting," take care that you do not do that. Do not allow 
your evil, unbelieving heart to cause you to jump from the boat.

Verse 13

Hebrews 31318 NASB But encourage one another day 
after day, as long as it is [still] called "Today," so that none of 
you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we 
have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning 
of our assurance firm until the end, while it is said, 

"TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 

DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED 
ME." 

For who provoked [Him] when they had heard? Indeed, did 
not all those who came out of Egypt [led] by Moses? And 
with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those 
who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? And to 
whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to 
those who were disobedient?

Instead of jumping from the boat, or letting your brother or sister jump from the 
boat, encourage one another. Reach out and see how somebody's doing. Listen 
to their struggles and talk them through. Pray for each other.
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Don't let the existence of sin in this world cause you or your family (this family) 
to turn away from God, and don't let the lies of sin in your own life tear you away 
from God, either. Satan is uncommonly good at getting between us and God. He's 
called the Accuser of the Brethren, and boy does he like to accuse. And he's good
at it, too. Sometimes, it only takes that tiny little whisper for me to start getting 
down on myself, and it's not always evident or obvious where it comes from. But 
we who have become partakers of Christ have no need to listen to Satan's 
whispers. We are the inheritance Christ came for.

The Israelites provoked God by not trusting, by not believing, and this made Him 
angry with them for 40 years, and He swore that they would not enter into His 
rest. For the Israelites, this meant the Promised Land. We, dear Christian, can find 
ourselves in the same boat: provoking God to the point of not receiving the rest 
we've been promised: eternity in Heaven with Him. 

We must:

Hold fast to our confidence in Christ (v6 NKJV

Rejoice in our hope until the end (v6 NKJV

Trust God just as firmly as when we first believed (v14 NLT

Which all boils down to the caution in verse 19

Hebrews 319 NASB 19 [So] we see that they were not able 
to enter because of unbelief.


